
Session Two: Cautious and Contemplative 

Nathanael
John 1:43-51
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,[a] you
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of
Man.”
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Men Like Us

Session Two: Cautious and Contemplative Philip

John 6:1-15

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of
Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he
was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his
disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes,
then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip,
“Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him,
for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii[a]

worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the
people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about
five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,
he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they
wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled
twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten.
14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the world!”

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
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John 14:8-14

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of
the works themselves.

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you
ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask
me[a] anything in my name, I will do it.

Acts 8:4-40

4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to
the city[a] of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one
accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw
the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of
many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there
was much joy in that city.

Simon the Magician Believes

9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city
and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10
They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the
power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long
time he had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he
preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being
baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles[b] performed, he
was amazed.
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14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on
them and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was
given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying,
“Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy
Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought
you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of
yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.
23 For I see that you are in the gall[c] of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And
Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come
upon me.”

25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south[d] to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he opens not his mouth.

33

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
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Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?”[e] 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and
they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came
to Caesarea.
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Men Like Us

Session Two: Cautious and Contemplative Thomas

John 11:7-16

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there
again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks
in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things,
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus
told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,[a] said to
his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

John 14:1-8

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[a] believe also in me. 2 In my Father's
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am
going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also.[d] From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”
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John 20:24-29

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin,[a] was not with them when Jesus came.
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails,
and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”

What the bible says about being cautious and contemplative

1Kings 3:9-12

Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may
discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I
now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you.

Psalms 24:4-5

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
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and does not swear deceitfully.
5
He will receive blessing from the Lord

and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

Psalms 27:14

Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!

Proverbs 19:2

Desire[a] without knowledge is not good,
and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way.

Matthew 22:37

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.

Mark 9:24
Immediately the father of the child cried out[a] and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”

John 11:17-37

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles[a] off, 19 and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated
in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life.[b] Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She
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said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming
into the world.”

Jesus Weeps

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved[c] in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

Acts 17:11

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so

Ephesians 5:15-16

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil.

Jude 22

And have mercy on those who doubt;
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