
This powerful message takes us deep into Numbers 21, where God uses venomous snakes 
to teach the Israelites an unforgettable lesson about gratitude and spiritual sickness. We 
discover that our discontent isn't just a minor character flaw—it's a deadly spiritual venom 
that's been poisoning humanity since the Garden of Eden. The Israelites had everything 
they needed: miraculous provision, divine protection, and fresh victory over their enemies. 
Yet they found themselves consumed with complaints, detesting the very manna God 
provided daily. Sound familiar? We live in a culture of insatiable wanting, always craving 
more money, more status, more everything.  

The sermon reveals three profound truths:  

we have a sickness (our chronic discontent),  

we have a hospital (Christian community where we gain perspective), 

we have a cure (Jesus Christ).  

The bronze serpent lifted on a pole becomes a stunning foreshadowing of Christ on the 
cross—God transforming the symbol of our sin into the instrument of our salvation. What's 
most remarkable is the simplicity of the cure: we just need to look. Not work, not earn, not 
deserve—simply look upon Christ with faith and expectation. This passage challenges us to 
cultivate genuine gratitude, not just for what we have, but for what we've been spared from, 
and ultimately to find our complete satisfaction in the One who became sin for us. How 
does the story of the Israelites complaining about manna reflect our own tendency to take 
God's daily provision for granted, even when we have everything we need? 

 

• In what ways do we create our own 'Asherah poles' today—things we look to for 
satisfaction instead of looking to Christ? 

 

• Why do you think God chose such a shocking and visceral method (venomous 
snakes) to teach the Israelites about gratitude and their spiritual condition? 

 

• The sermon suggests that physical sickness can reveal spiritual sickness. Can you 
think of a time when a difficult circumstance helped you see a deeper problem in 
your heart? 

 



• How does the concept that 'having too much can be a curse' challenge our culture's 
relentless pursuit of accumulation and the 'American Dream'? 

 

• What does it mean that Jesus 'became sin' for us, and how does understanding this 
sacrificial love change our level of contentment and gratitude? 

 

• The pastor says we need Christian community to maintain healthy perspective. How 
have you experienced the difference between being a 'grateful individual' versus 
being part of a 'grateful community'? 

 

• If salvation requires only that we 'look upon' Christ with expectation and believe, 
why do we still struggle to turn to Him first when we're thirsty for fulfillment? 

 

• Adam and Eve were discontent in paradise, yet the sermon argues we will be 
content in the next world because we've seen Christ's sacrifice. How does 
witnessing sacrificial love fundamentally transform our hearts? 

 

• What specific area of discontent in your life might God be using right now to wake 
you up to a deeper spiritual problem or need for Him? 


