
In our passage today we read that Jesus and His disciples return to Capernaum to minister. The crowds swell around a small 
home as word of Jesus’ location spreads among the people. In the midst of this we see a group of men exercise great faith by 
pushing past the obstacles in order to bring their friend to Jesus with the hope that He would heal him. The kind of faith we are 
speaking about today is a faith that can be seen. True faith in the person and work of Jesus is tangible and carries more than 
an internal belief - it also manifests with an outward expression. As we study this passage today there is no doubt that we will 
receive fresh encouragement to bring ourselves and our friends to Jesus, knowing that His response is transformational.  

Mark 2:1-12 – When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at home. And 
many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the word to 
them. And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, 
they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was 
lying. And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” But some of the scribes were sitting 
there and reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why are 
you reasoning about these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, 
‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins”—He said to the paralytic, “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home.” And he got up and immediately 
picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, 
“We have never seen anything like this.”

SOME PEOPLE COME TO JESUS (vv. 1-2)
1.  The people heard that Jesus was home.
2.  The people came and filled the house.

SOME PEOPLE ARE BROUGHT TO JESUS (vv. 3-5)
1.  The four men brought their friend to Jesus.
2.  The four men moved beyond the obstacles to get their friend to Jesus.

SOME PEOPLE HINDER THE PATH TO JESUS (vv. 6-9)
1.  The scribes were at the house for the wrong reason.
2.  The scribes were taking up space from those who wanted to get to Jesus. 

JESUS CAN TRANSFORM ANYONE AT ANYTIME IN EVERY WAY (vv. 10-12)
1.  Jesus always responds to our faith.
2.  Jesus always ministers to our greatest need.
3.  The paralytic man became a living testimony of the love and mercy of Jesus.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1.  How is your faith in Jesus evident in your life in this season?

2.  What steps can you take to bring people to Jesus in this season of your life?
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