
In our previous passage, Jesus talked about how the condition of the heart is directly connected to the fruitfulness of the 
believer. Jesus called His followers to bear fruit because of what was at stake in the months and years ahead. Jesus’ Kingdom 
was established on Earth in His coming, but it would expand through the preaching of the Gospel which would fully be 
entrusted to His disciples. In our passage today, Jesus tells His disciples a few stories on how this will all happen as He places 
an emphasis on their obedience to continue what He was doing as their example.  

Mark 4:10-12 - As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables. And 
He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but those who are outside get everything 
in parables, so that while seeing, they may see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may hear and not understand, 
otherwise they might return and be forgiven.”

Mark 4:21-34 - And He was saying to them, “A lamp is not brought to be put under a basket, is it, or under a bed? Is it not 
brought to be put on the lampstand? For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it 
would come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” And He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to. By 
your standard of measure it will be measured to you; and more will be given you besides. For whoever has, to him more shall 
be given; and whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.” And He was saying, “The kingdom of 
God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; and he goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows—how, he himself does not know. The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain 
in the head. But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” And He said, “How 
shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than 
all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.” With many such parables 
He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; and He did not speak to them without a parable; but He 
was explaining everything privately to His own disciples.

SHINE THE LIGHT BOLDLY - (Mark 4:21-25 / John 8:12 / Matthew 5:14-16)

SOW THE SEED GENEROUSLY - (Mark 4:26-29)

EXPECT THE GROWTH ABUNDANTLY - (Mark 4:30-34)
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