
Today we begin a study through the book of Mark called “On Mission With Jesus.” While the Gospel of Mark is the shortest 
account of the life and ministry of Jesus, we know that it is no less important than Matthew, Luke or John. I like to think of Mark 
as the journalist account because he brings us into many important moments from a simplified perspective, which probably 
reflects how most of us encounter life as well. Buckle up as we move rather quickly from one encounter to another with Mark 
as our guide. 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF MARK 
• The writer of this Gospel is Mark, or otherwise known in Scripture as John Mark.  John was his Hebrew name, while Mark 

was his Roman name (Acts 12:12,25, 15:37).
• Mark was a cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10) and he accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first mission trip 

around 47 A.D. (Acts12:25). 
• The Gospel of Mark is widely accepted as the earliest of the Gospels although it is the shortest account.
• Mark also ministered with Peter (1 Peter 5:13) and with Timothy (2 Timothy 4:11). Church history records that he became 

an interpreter for Peter, and it is likely that Peter was a main source for Mark’s account of Christ’s life which is why some 
call this the Gospel according to Peter. 

Mark 1:1-8 – The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will prepare Your way; The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make 
ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.’” John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; 
and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a 
leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. And he was preaching, and saying, “After me One is 
coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. I baptized you with water; but 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL (MARK 1:1)

GOD SENDS MESSENGERS (MARK 2-4)

THERE ARE TWO BAPTISMS (MARK 5-8)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1.  What is the meaning of the word “Gospel” and how would you explain this to someone?

2.  Why does God send messengers ahead of what He does?  How did this play out with John the Baptist?

3. What is the difference between water baptism and baptism with the Holy Spirit?  Have you been water baptized?  Have you        
    been baptized with the Holy Spirit?
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