
Mark 10:1-16 - Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds gathered around Him again, 
and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them. Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to 
question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife. And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?” 
They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again. And He 
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her; and if she herself divorces her 
husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.” And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; 
but the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do 
not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child will not enter it at all.” And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.

THE QUESTION ABOUT DIVORCE  (Mark 10:2-5)
1.  The Pharisees were asking this question: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?”

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 - When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has 
found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house, 
and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man’s wife, and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a 
certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife, 
then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

A.  The school of Hillel taught that a man could divorce for just about any reason.
B.  The school of Shammai permitted divorce only in the case of sexual immorality.

2.  Jesus asked the Pharisees this question:  “What did Moses command you?” 
3.  Jesus revealed that the question they were asking is not the right question at all 

THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE  (Mark 10:6-9)

1.  The purpose of marriage is to glorify God through the TWO becoming ONE
2.  Marriage is a lifelong covenant between one man, one woman and the Lord

THE REALITY OF DIVORCE THEN AND NOW (Mark 10:10-12)
1.  Divorce is not a way out of marriage, it is the last resort for a suffering spouse
2.  Biblical grounds for divorce that were understood then and should be understood now

A.  Mark 10:10-12 - Sexual Immorality (adultery or unrepentant sexual addiction)
B.  Exodus 21:10-11 - Persistent Neglect (food, clothing, conjugal love)
C.  1 Corinthians 7:10-15 - Abandonment (non-believer or acting as non-believer)
D.  1 Corinthians 7:10-15 / Ex. 21:10-12 - Abuse (violent, sexual, verbal - worse than neglect)

1 Corinthians 7:10-15 - But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband (but if 
she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. 
But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not 
divorce her. And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband away. 
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for 
otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy. Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is 
not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.

3.  Seek reconciliation whenever possible in the context of accountability

Matthew 18:15-17 - If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. But if he 
does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. If 
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.

4.  If you divorced your spouse for the wrong reason, then your repentance is still necessary
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