
It’s not hard to be selfish.  Our flesh constantly prods us toward the things that accommodate a self-centered life where we matter 
more than anyone else.  At the same time, the Lord is always leading us toward a selfless path that brings life to others. The 
choice is ours.  If Jesus is truly Lord over our life then we must choose the cross instead of the crown and when we do, we will find 
true purpose, joy, and satisfaction.  In our passage today we observe Jesus remind His disciples of His forthcoming suffering, as 
well as the posture they must take in following His example so that His ministry could continue.  

Mark 10:32-45 - They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of them; and they were amazed, 
and those who followed were fearful. And again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him, 
saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they 
will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles. They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill 
Him, and three days later He will rise again.” James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we 
want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” They said to Him, “Grant 
that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” They said to Him, “We are 
able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am 
baptized. But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” Hearing this, 
the ten began to feel indignant with James and John. Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among 
you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be 
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

EXCHANGE OUR PLANS FOR HIS PLAN - (Mark 10:32-34) 

Application:  What is hindering you from hearing and heeding God’s plan for your life?

EXCHANGE OUR DESIRES FOR HIS DESIRE - (Mark 10:35-40)

Matthew 19:28 - And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of 
Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

Application:  Are your prayers and desired outcomes focused on what you want or what God wants? 

EXCHANGE OUR EXAMPLES FOR HIS EXAMPLE - (Mark 10:41-45)

Philippians 2:5-8 - Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.

Application:  In what way is Jesus calling you to serve others as you follow His example?
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