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Sermon Notes
REFOCUSING OUR BIBLICAL IDENTITY

September 3/4, 2022 | Pastor Scott Dungan
For many of us, our identity is found in the things we do. As each of life’s seasons present new obstacles, we can begin to question 
who we are as well as God’s faithfulness to us. The Bible clearly teaches us that trials are a normal part of the human experience, but 
the Word also consistently reminds us that our God is a God of hope. He never abandons His people. His promises are lifelong. As we 
declare our dependence upon Him through worship, prayer, and testimonies we will experience His unending faithfulness to us and be 
able to refocus our identity on whose we are rather than what we do.

Psalm 71 - In You, Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame. In Your righteousness rescue me and save me; extend Your 
ear to me and help me. Be to me a rock of dwelling to which I may continually come; You have given the commandment to save me, for 
You are my rock and my fortress. Save me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the wrongdoer and the ruthless, For 
You are my hope; Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth. I have leaned on you since my birth; You are He who took me from 
my mother’s womb; my praise is continually of You. I have become a marvel to many, for You are my strong refuge. My mouth is filled 
with Your praise and with Your glory all day long. Do not cast me away at the time of my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength 
fails for my enemies have spoken against me; And those who watch for my life have consulted together, saying, “God has abandoned 
him; Pursue and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” God, do not be far from me; my God, hurry to my aid! May those who are 
enemies of my soul be put to shame and consumed; may they be covered with disgrace and dishonor, who seek to injure me. But as for 
me, I will wait continually, and will praise You yet more and more. My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and of Your salvation all day 
long; for I do not know the art of writing. I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make mention of Your righteousness, 
Yours alone. God, You have taught me from my youth, and I still declare Your wondrous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, God, 
do not abandon me, until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to come. For Your righteousness, God, 
reaches to the heavens, You who have done great things; God, who is like You? You who have shown me many troubles and distresses 
will revive me again, and will bring me up again from the depths of the earth. May You increase my greatness and turn to comfort me. I 
will also praise You with a harp, and Your truth, my God; I will sing praises to You with the lyre, Holy One of Israel. My lips will shout for 
joy when I sing praises to You; and my soul, which You have redeemed. My tongue also will tell of Your righteousness all day long; For 
they are put to shame, for they are humiliated who seek my harm.

Psalm 71 Summary of Themes

vv. 1-4     – A plea for help & deliverance (continued help - deliver me, rescue me, save me)
vv. 5-8    – A declaration of God’s faithfulness from birth (responding with thanksgiving, praise through remembrance) 
vv. 9-13   – A supplication of the aged expressing dependency (a plea for deliverance and the vindication of the Lord)
vv. 14-18 –  A declaration of hope - despite circumstances (hope in present need of deliverance and the future salvation of believers) 
vv. 19-21 – An assertion of continued faith in God’s faithfulness (praising God for the great things He has done and will continue to do) 
vv. 22-24  – A vow to worship God and publicly declare His faithfulness (using praise as a weapon against all doubt, fear, and adversity) 

Three obstacles that will keep us from walking in our true identity in Christ as we age:

FAILING TO UNDERSTAND THE CHARACTER & WILL OF GOD 

NEGLECTING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

REFUSING TO SERVE AND FOCUS ON THE NEEDS OF OTHERS

Application 

• Find meaning in this season of life. 
• Step into new things.
• Remember your faith in Jesus and Jesus’ faithfulness to you. 
• Pass on your faith to others.
• Be involved. Remember - life is about people.


