
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Meeting of Session 

Monday, December 9, 2024 
6:30 pm 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

1. Approval of November 11, 2024, Session Meeting Minutes (pp. 2-5). Terry Horne, Clerk of 
Session, moves that the minutes of this meeting be approved as written. 

2. Approval of Called Session Meetings Minutes from November to receive new members (p. 6). 
Terry Horne, Clerk of Session, moves that the minutes of these meetings be approved as 
written. 

3. Approval of request for changes to active roll (p. 7) 
4. Approval of baptisms (p. 8) 
5. Approval of Committee on Assignments Report (pp. 9-11) 

 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

1. November 2024 Financial Treasurer’s Report (pp. 12-13) 
2. Extended Communion Report (pp. 14-15) 
3. 2025 Session Meeting Schedule (p.16) 
4. Clerk’s Communications (p. 17) 

 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 

• December 11  Wholeness and Healing worship service at 6:30 pm, Chapel 
• December 24  Children’s Christmas Eve service at 10:00 am, Sanctuary 

           Christmas Eve worship with contemporary music, communion, and 
candles at 3:00 pm, Sanctuary 
Christmas Eve worship with traditional music, communion, and 
candles at 5:00 pm, Sanctuary 
Christmas Eve worship with traditional music, communion, and 
candles at 5:00 pm, Chapel 

• December 25-26  Church office closed for Christmas holiday 
• December 29  One worship service, 11:00 am, Sanctuary 
• January 1, 2025                 Church office closed for New Year holiday  
• January 10 & 11   Session Retreat, beginning at 6:00 pm Friday 
• January 12  Elder Ordination and Installation, worship services  
• January 22  Session Meeting, 7:30 pm 
• January 26  Annual Congregational Meeting, 10:30 am, Sanctuary 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MINUTES OF THE SESSION MEETING 

ON NOVEMBER 11, 2024 
The Rise on Clanton 

 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer – Bob Henderson, Moderator 
The moderator called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. at The Rise on Clanton.  The moderator 
opened the meeting with a reflection and prayer. 

Determination of Quorum and Adoption of Agenda 
The moderator declared that a quorum was present and reviewed the agenda and consent agenda.  
The agenda and consent agenda were adopted without objection.   

Endorsement of Courtney Shudak as a Candidate for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
Courtney Shudak shared highlights of her faith journey and discernment process as an Inquirer and 
requested Session’s endorsement as a Candidate for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Shudak 
expressed gratitude for the opportunities to grow and experience new things through seminary and 
her leadership roles at Covenant.   She articulated her call to be a tool of hope through her ministry.  
The moderator concluded the discussion period with prayer.  A motion was made and seconded to 
endorse Courtney Shudak moving from the Inquirer to the Candidate phase of ordination.  The 
Session endorsed by a unanimous vote Courtney Shudak as a Candidate for the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament. 

Administration – Amy Hunter, Treasurer  
Hunter reviewed the monthly financial statements and comments which were provided in the consent 
agenda. Hunter highlighted that income and expenses are on-track.  Communications and reminders 
will be forthcoming to the congregation about fulfilling 2024 pledges prior to year-end. 
 
Hunter recapped the $200,000 loan contribution toward Charlotte affordable housing land purchase 
made possible through the generous gift of a donor which was announced at the Elder Dinner on 
October 14 and celebrated that an additional $200,000 has been added from an additional donor.  
Hunter highlighted the Request for Proposal process which was executed by the Mission and 
Outreach Ministry to determine the best use of the funds. 
 
Hunter concluded her report by inviting Scott Mollenkopf to provide a stewardship update. 
 
Personnel – John McAlister, Chair 
McAlister reported that the Presbytery of Charlotte approved Covenant’s request for authority to elect 
an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee for the position of Associate Pastor for Congregational 
Life.  McAlister reviewed the next steps in the process which would include communication to the 
congregation, an information session on November 24, soliciting recommendations for the Associate 
Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC), and a Congregational Meeting to elect the APNC. 
 
The Session unanimously approved a motion to call a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 
8 at 10:30 a.m. for the purpose of electing an Associate Pastor for Congregational Life Nominating 
Committee.   
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Planning and Evaluation – Ben Unger, Chair 
Unger recapped the Session Action Item from P&E related to the Arts Task Force which was included 
as part of the agenda packet.  Unger called on Stephen Moore, representing P&E, who reviewed the 
motion as outlined on page 2 of the session agenda and provided context and background on each 
component. 
 
Following a period of discussion, the Session unanimously approved the motion: 
(1) That Session create a display on Covenant’s campus (including, but not necessarily limited to, a 
plaque underneath the windows) contextualizing the stained-glass windows project with a link on 
Covenant website providing further details on the project, including: 

a) The individuals removed and pictures of the original medallions; 
b) The individuals/programs selected to replace the individuals removed; 
c) Context on other individuals considered for removal who remain in the 
stained-glass medallions; and 
d) An archive of Covenant’s efforts on racial reconciliation. 

(2) That Session create a third Arts Task Force to explore commissioning artwork promoting racial 
reconciliation reusing any removed stained glass. 
(3) That Session recommend the Mission and Outreach and Education Committees coordinate to 
explore how to continue to deepen our understanding of Covenant’s complicated relationship with 
racism, how we benefited from past racial injustices, and how we may continue to work to repair 
these injustices, with potential topics including: 

a) The history of Covenant's land; 
b) The economics of Covenant’s campus; and 
c) Other topics that would highlight Covenant’s racial history. 

 
Session then directed P&E to do the work related to (1) and (2) and continue to monitor and 
coordinate the components of this effort. 
 
Ministry Reports: 
Congregational Life – No Report 
 
Education – Sarah Wilson, Vice Chair 
Wilson opened her report with celebrations: 

• Covenant’s Children’s Ministry has launched a new Instagram page 
(@covenantchildrensministry).  Everyone is encouraged to follow that account.   

• 23 middle school and 29 high school youth recently participated in successful retreats. 
• Adult Education had a meaningful fall study on 1 John.  Participation was high and the 

curriculum (by Brennan Breed) received positive feedback. Twelve life groups participated and 
over half of those groups will continue meeting.  Another meaningful study is planned for Lent. 

Wilson concluded her report with highlights of upcoming work and events: 
• Jordan Schriefer is leading an Incubation Team which is looking at best practices for 

children/youth ministry volunteers. The team will present recommendations at the first 
Education Committee meeting in 2025. 

• The Advent devotional will focus on “Soul Keeping: training our hearts for hope, peace, and 
joy”.  
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• The "FAITH talks" series continues which brings in a speaker each Sunday including scholar in 

residence, Brennan Breed, professor of Bible at Columbia Theological Seminary every 3rd 
Sunday and a guest theologian every 4th Sunday. 

 
Engagement – No Report 
 

Mission and Outreach – Stephen Hicks, Chair 
Hicks provided an update on the Avery County disaster relief efforts, highlighting that Avery County 
and surrounding areas have been inundated with support.  Hicks highlighted specific ways Covenant 
is currently supporting the relief efforts, supported by over $300,000 in donations from the Covenant 
community: 

• Regularly (typically bi-weekly) sending volunteer teams to assist with identified needs and 
projects. 

• Funding a part-time position to assist with relief-related coordination and administrative 
responsibilities through Crossnore Presbyterian Church. 

• Working with Reaching Avery Ministry (RAM) to support food pantry and other needs. 

Hicks then celebrated the recent Reynosa Mission Trip.  The team built 2 houses and installed a 
concrete roof on another.  Hicks highlighted the rewarding work and meaningful relationships which 
were built and nurtured during the trip. 

Hicks then reported highlights from Covenant Impacts Charlotte.  516 volunteers supported 47 
projects across Charlotte over this multi-day effort culminating on Sunday, October 27. 

Hicks concluded his report looking forward to upcoming Thanksgiving meals at Moore Place 
(November 25) and The Rise on Clanton (November 26) as well as the Alternative Gift Market which 
will take place on Sunday, December 8 at Covenant. 

Worship – Ann Reed, Past Chair 
Reed began her report expressing gratitude to the music staff and ministry for the performance of 
Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living which was performed on All Saints Day.  Reed then reported 
that 11 pairs of elders served communion to over 30 members in their homes and retirement 
communities through the Extended Communion ministry on All Saints Day.  Reed encouraged 
anyone interested in participating in this endeavor that beautifully combines worship and 
congregational care to contact Mary Wood Stallings or Judy Grubbs.  Reed then thanked the 
Covenant staff and community for the worship, prayer, and reflection opportunities offered during the 
election season. 

Reed then highlighted several upcoming worship and music opportunities: 

• Artist in Residence Paul Zach (November 13 – November 17) 
• Advent Season beginning Sunday, December 1 
• Handbells on the Circle (Sunday, December 8 from 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.) 
• Service of Lessons and Carols (Sunday, December 8 at 5:00 p.m.) 
• Christmas Eve Services (Children’s Service at 10:00 a.m., worship with contemporary music, 

candlelight and communion at 3:00 p.m., and concurrent worship services with traditional 
music, candlelight, and communion at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary and chapel) 
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Finally, Reed highlighted the need for almost 60 elders to serve communion during the Christmas Eve 
worship services.   
 

Clerk’s Report – Terry Horne 
Horne thanked Mandy Rencher, Nikki Zimmerman, Sally Jackson, and Chef Johnny for their work 
coordinating and preparing tonight’s meal with the residents of The Rise on Clanton. 
 
Horne noted that the December 9 Session Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will include elder 
examinations for the incoming class.  Horne then announced that the 2025 Session Retreat will take 
place January 10-11 with the ordination/installation of new elders taking place during the worship 
services at Covenant on Sunday, January 12. 
 
Horne expressed gratitude for the support of the ministries in holding the monthly community forums.  
The Administration Ministry was featured in November, and the December community forum will 
focus on Congregational Life and Care. 
 
Old Business/New Business:    None 
 
Staff Announcements/Pastoral Concerns:   
Ministers and Session members shared pastoral concerns.   
 
Closing Prayer: 
Grace Lindvall closed the meeting with prayer at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Horne, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Called Session Meetings 

Sundays, November 3, 10, 17, 2024 
 

Covenant held three Called Session Meetings each on a Sunday morning for the purpose of receiving 
new members. Lora Borrelli introduced the following new members and information: 
 
November 3, 2024 
Kate Rogers   Reaffirmation 
Clark Humphries  Transfer Letter--Myers Park United Methodist Church 
Rachel Humphries  Transfer Letter--Myers Park United Methodist Church 
Alexandra Ameli  Reaffirmation 
Andrew Ganey  Reaffirmation 
 
November 10, 2024 
Jacob Nachman  Reaffirmation 
Debbie Taylor Hunter Reaffirmation 
 
November 17, 2024 
Anthony Keilhacker  Reaffirmation 
 
Active (confirmed) members as of 11/30/2024: 2739 
2024 new members as of 11/30/2024: 105 
2024 new affiliate members as of 11/30/2024: 2 
2024 transfers as of 11/30/2024: 28 
2024 deaths as of 11/30/2024: 26 
 
Motions of acceptance were made, seconded and approved. Each meeting adjourned with prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Horne, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Session Meeting   

Request for Changes in the Active Roll 
 

Removed from Active Roll Per Request 
 

Name                                 Transferred to:____________________________________________ 
 
Martha Venter Transfer to Davidson College Presbyterian Church 
Rob Mills  Transfer to Davidson College Presbyterian Church 
Kristen Thompson Transfer Letter--Myers Park Methodist Church, Charlotte, NC 
Carter Thompson Transfer Letter--Myers Park Methodist Church, Charlotte, NC  
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Session Action Item 
Summary 

 
SUBJECT: Baptisms at Covenant                        DATE: December 9, 2024 

 
 
Report From:  Baptism Committee     
 
Background: Baptisms must be approved by the Session.  
 
Process to Date: Parents and individuals have requested that they or their children be baptized in 
worship at Covenant.  
 
Budget Impact: None  
 
Actions Taken or Recommendation: The Baptism Committee, with the support of the Ministry of 
Worship, recommends approval of the following baptisms at Covenant:  
 
December 29, 2024, at the 11:00 a.m. service in the Covenant Sanctuary  

Rowyn Nanette Warnock and Remi Charlotte Warnock 
Parents- Katie and Justin Warnock 

 
March 2, 2025, at the 11:00 a.m. service in the Covenant Sanctuary  
  Callie Re Daniels 

Parents- Nicole and David Daniels 
 
 
Motion: Motion to approve the baptisms of Rowyn Nanette Warnock, Remi Charlotte Warnock, and 
Callie Re Daniels. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Session Action Item 
Summary 

 
SUBJECT: Committee on Assignments 2025    DATE: December 9, 2024 

 
 
Report From: Committee on Assignments  
 
OFFICERS OF THE SESSION 
MODERATOR  Bob Henderson 
CLERK OF SESSION Janet Delery 
ASSISTANT CLERK Philip James 
TREASURER  Ashley Friello 
ASST TREASURER Vince DiSandro 
 
SESSION AGENDA COMMITTEE 
Chair, Clerk of Session Janet Delery 
Asst Clerk of Session Philip James 
P & E Board Chair  Kim Spivey 
Personnel Chair  John McAlister 
Administration Chair Ashley Friello 
Congregational Life Chair Bill Saunders 
Education Chair  Sarah Wilson 
Engagement Chair  David Frost 
Mission & Outreach Chair Jim Dobbins 
Worship Chair  Jacquelyn McAbee 
Staff Liaisons  Bob Henderson, Scott Mollenkopf 
 
ELDER NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Chair    TBD by April 2025 
Active Elder   TBD by April 2025 
Staff Liaison   Bob Henderson 
 
PLANNING & EVALUATION BOARD 
Chair    Kim Spivey 
Vice Chair   Alex Chinery 
Members-At-Large (4) Allen Brown 
    Bill Fryling 
    Helen Richards 
    TBD 
Admin/Finance Rep  Vince Hindman 
Congregational Life Rep Judy Emken 
Education Rep  Jordan Schriefer 
Engagement Rep  Anne Gildea 
M& O Rep   Amanda Abrahm 
Worship Rep   Lou Watson 
Staff Liaisons  Bob Henderson, Scott Mollenkopf 
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SUBJECT: Committee on Assignments 2025     

 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Chair    John McAlister 
Vice Chair   John Beyer 
Clerk of Session  Janet Delery 
Finance Chair  Vince DiSandro 
Active Elder   Terry Horne 
Member-At-Large (3) Mollie James 
    TBD 
    TBD 
Staff Liaisons  Bob Henderson, Scott Mollenkopf 
 
MINISTRY OF ADMINISTRATION 
Chair    Ashley Friello 
Vice Chair   Vince DiSandro 
CDC Advisory Chair  Teresa Moore 
CDC Advisory Vice Chair Abby Liu 
CDC Advisory At Large Wilson Cooper 
Staff Liaison   Scott Mollenkopf 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair    Vince DiSandro 
Vice Chair   Vince Hindman 
Treasurer   Ashley Friello 
Active Elder   Teresa Moore 
Staff Liaison   Scott Mollenkopf 
 
BUDGET ADVISORY BOARD 
Chair    Vince DiSandro 
Finance Com Rep  Vince Hindman 
Personnel Com Rep John Beyer 
P&E Board Rep  Alex Chinery 
Congregational Life Rep Judy Emken 
Education Rep  Jordan Schriefer 
Engagement Rep  Anne Gildea 
Mission & Outreach Rep Amanda Abrahm 
Worship Rep   Lou Watson 
Staff Liaison   Scott Mollenkopf 
  
MINISTRY OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
Chair    Bill Saunders 
Vice Chair   Judy Emken 
Staff Liaison   Katherine Kerr 
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SUBJECT: Committee on Assignments 2025     

 
 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Chair    Sarah Wilson 
Vice Chair   Jordan Schriefer 
Active Elder   Robin Goodson 
Active Elder   Hope Kluttz 
Active Elder   Ben Unger 
Staff Liaison   Grace Lindvall 
 
MINISTRY OF ENGAGEMENT 
Chair    David Frost 
Vice Chair   Anne Gildea 
Active Elder   Whitney Bouknight 
Staff Liaison   Lora Borrelli 
 
MINISTRY OF MISSION & OUTREACH 
Chair    Jim Dobbins 
Vice Chair   Amanda Abrahm 
Active Elder   Stephen Hicks 
Active Elder   Amy Hunter 
Staff Liaison             Mandy Rencher 
 
MINISTRY OF WORSHIP 
Chair    Jacquelyn McAbee 
Vice Chair   Lou Watson 
Active Elder   Bill Cathey 
Active Elder                        Beth Koonce 
Active Elder   Alexa Reynolds 
Staff Liaisons  Bob Henderson, Heather Potter, Shea Watts 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church  

Monthly Financial Comments  
November 2024 

 
Income Statement Comments 
The main impacts of the November Income Statement and for the Year to Date are outlined below. 

 
Income: Pledge receipts were above budget in the month bringing the Year to Date (YTD) results to 
$162K above the budget. Overall, YTD Pledge Receipts as a % of the annual budget are above last 
year. There is approximately $523K of pledges left to be received in December to meet budget. YTD 
Other Receipts is $81K above budget with $14K of this variance coming from Facility Income and 
$67K from Interest Income. 

 
School Ministry Update: The Child Development Center’s (CDC) income was slightly below budget 
in the month but still above YTD budgeted income by $58K. The Preschool’s income for YTD is $14K 
above budget. 

 
Expenses: Expenses across most ministry areas continue to track close to or below the budget. 
Below are some additional explanations - 

- For the Education ministry, the unfavorable variance to budget is due to the unbudgeted 
Footsteps of Paul trip expenses of $170K. The income for this trip is included in lines 2 and 
10 and offsets the expenses so there is no impact on the bottom line. 

- For the CDC, the favorable variance to budget is due to staff attrition and the timing related to 
rehiring to full staff. 

 
The Bottom Line: Net Income for the month was $54K favorable to the budget primarily due to higher 
interest income than budgeted and timing of utility expenses in Administration. Year to date, Net 
Income is positive at $57K, which is $611K above the budget for this point in the year. 

 
Balance Sheet Comments 
Significant changes in the Balance Sheet for the month, as compared to the prior month, were: 

 
Line 24:   This line primarily reflects the net of cash from operations and funding for a 

loan relating to an affordable housing project (Embrace at Dorton). 
Line 28 & 34:  Changes due to the increases in the market value of the portfolio and receipt of 

$100K for the creation of a new endowed fund supporting Traditional Music 
Instrument Maintenance. 

Line 29:   This line reflects recording the loan relating to an affordable housing project 
(Embrace at Dorton). 

Line 35:  This line primarily reflects disbursements relating to an affordable housing 
project (Embrace at Dorton). 

Line 38:   Reflects the month’s net operating loss. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Session Calendar 2025 
 

January 10 - 11 Session Retreat FRIDAY & SATURDAY at Kanuga 
12  Ordination/Installation SUNDAY 
22  Session Meeting WEDNESDAY 7:30 PM 
26  Annual Congregational Meeting SUNDAY 10:30 AM 

 
February 3 Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

8  Presbytery Meeting SATURDAY 9:30 AM at First-Charlotte PC 
10  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
March   3  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

10  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
April  7  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

14  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
May  5  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

12  Session Meeting with Quest 6:30 PM 
20  Presbytery Meeting TUESDAY 9:30 AM at Paw Creek PC 

 
June  2  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

9  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
July – No Session Agenda or Session meetings 
 
August  4  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

11 Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
16  Presbytery Meeting SATURDAY 9:30 AM at Harrisburg PC 

 
September  2  Session Agenda TUESDAY 5:30 PM 

8  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
October No Session Agenda 
                        13  Elder Dinner 6:00 PM 

28  Presbytery Meeting TUESDAY 9:30 AM at Mount Olive PC 
 
November 3  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

10  Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 
December 1  Session Agenda 5:30 PM 

8  Session Meeting & Elder Exams 6:30 PM 
 
 
Church offices will be closed for holidays on: January 1 & 20, April 21, May 26, June 19, July 4, September 
1, November 27-28, December 25-26, and January 1, 2026. 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Session Information Item 
Summary 

 

SUBJECT: Extended Communion Report DATE: December 9, 2024 
 

 
Report From: Judy Grubbs and Mary Wood Stallings, Extended Communion Co-Chairs 
 
Background: Extended Communion was served on Sunday, November 3, 2024. 

 
Process to Date: Eleven teams, each comprised of two members, at least one of whom was 
an elder, served 35 recipients. 
 
Budget Impact: None 

 
Actions Taken:   
 
Communion servers: 

Ann Ayers Loretta Brown Irene and Marley Carroll 
Mary Parrish Coley JD DuPuy Gwen and Bill Fox 
Jake Grubbs Stephanie Guffin Martha and David Isaacs 
Katherine and Tommy Lawson Marilynn Mickle Chuck Morgan 
Alan Morrow Emily Reinicker Sally Shaw 
Lecia Shockley Nancy Sutton Jane H. Taylor 

 
Members/Additional recipients served: 
 
Homebound members: 

Genie White 
Gloria and Chubby Williams  

 
Aldersgate Retirement Community 
 Frances and LeRoy Hendricks 
 
Brookdale Carriage Club Memory Care 
  Joanne Hobbs and her daughter-in-law 
 
The Cypress Retirement Community 
 Claire Barnhardt 
 
Holiday Willow Grove Retirement Community 
 Frank Mansfield 
 
MerryWood on Park Retirement Community 

Brenda and Don Moricle 
 
The Sharon at SouthPark (11 served) 

Virginia and Richard Beddingfield 
Mary Lou Christenbury (First Presbyterian member) 
Delores Davis 



Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Consent Agenda, December 9, 2024 

Page 16 of 17 
Gwen and Bill Fox 
Sally High (First Presbyterian member) 
Kay Hodges 
Kay and Bob Majeski 
Frances Taylor (First Presbyterian member) 
 

The Sharon at SouthPark Healthcare and Memory Care 
Sybil Campbell 
Helen Cathey 
Don Chamblee 
Helen Collins 
Jane Cunningham 
Buddy Love 
Marcia Morton 
Molly Savage 
Rita Simpson 
Ada Offerdahl 

 
Southminster Retirement Community 

Mary Catherine Quartapella 
Ellie Roberts 
Beth Whitfield 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Session Information Item 

Summary 
 

Subject: Clerk Communications     From: Terry Horne, Clerk
 

Communication has been received from the following organizations in acknowledgement of 
donations: 

• Faith Ministry 
• Friends of Accion 
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