
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MEETING OF SESSION 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 
7:00 P.M. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

1. Approval of August 12, 2024, Session Meeting Minutes (pp. 2-5).  Terry 
Horne, Clerk of Session, moves that the minutes of this meeting be 
approved as written. 

2. Approval of Called Session Meeting Minutes in August to receive new 
members (p. 6). Terry Horne, Clerk of Session, moves that the minutes 
of these meetings be approved as written. 

3. Approval of request for changes to active roll (p. 7) 
4. Approval of baptisms (p. 8) 
5. Approval of Committee on Assignments (p. 9) 

 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

1. August 2024 Treasurer’s Report (pp. 10-12) 
2. Presbytery Meeting Minutes (pp. 13-14) 
3. Extended Communion Report (pp. 15-16) 
4. Clerk’s Communications (p. 17) 

 
FUTURE EVENTS 

• September 15 Congregational Meeting  10:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

• October 6   World Communion Sunday 

• October 14   Elder Dinner     6:20 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

• October 19  Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting 9:30 a.m. Sardis PC 

• October 27   Commitment Sunday and Covenant Impacts Charlotte 

• November 3  All Saints’ Day 

• November 11 Session Meeting 



Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Consent Agenda, September 9, 2024 

Page 2 of 17 

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MINUTES OF THE SESSION MEETING ON 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2024 
 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer – Bob Henderson, Moderator 
The moderator called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Peek Music Room.  The 
moderator opened the meeting with a reflection and prayer. 

Determination of Quorum and Adoption of Agenda 
The moderator declared that a quorum was present and reviewed the agenda and 
consent agenda.  The agenda was amended to include a report from the Elder 
Nominating Committee under New Business.  The consent agenda and amended 
agenda were adopted without objection. 

Administration – Amy Hunter, Treasurer  
Hunter provided commentary and responded to questions about the Treasurer’s Report 
which was included in the consent agenda.  On the financial statements, Hunter 
highlighted that income and expenses are on-track.  Pledges are slightly ahead of last 
year, and expenses are being well-managed through good financial discipline by 
Covenant staff and the Ministry teams. The balance sheet continues to be strong with 
good cash flow and endowment earnings. 
 
Hunter presented an overview of the Child Development Center and Preschool.  The 
presentation slides were included in the consent agenda.  Hunter highlighted that the 
CDC has a mission target of providing financial assistance (50% discount) for 25% of 
students per age group, and the CDC is living into that mission.  Hunter then reviewed 
the governance and oversight framework.  Next, Hunter shared financial highlights and 
walked the Session through how the CDC financials are reflected in the financial 
statements.  She highlighted that the CDC is expected to reach a “breakeven” operating 
result in 2024. During a period of discussion and questions, Wilson Cooper requested 
that any suggestions for church or community members who would be strong additions 
to the CDC Advisory Council be shared with him.  
 
Personnel – John McAlister, Chair  
McAlister provided an update on the search committees for the Faith Community Nurse 
(Parish Nurse) and the Director of Children’s Ministries.  For the Parish Nurse, 
Covenant has hired Karen Willis who will start on September 3.  McAlister called on 
Katherine Kerr who shared more about Karen’s broad experience and qualifications 
which include a strong foundation as both a Registered Nurse (RN) and Certified Health 
and Wellness Coach (CHWC).  Kerr then updated the Session on how the revised job 
description better fits the overall staffing model of Congregational Life and the needs of 
the Covenant community. 
 
McAlister updated the Session on the process-to-date of the Director of Children’s 
Ministries Search Committee and shared that Amber Brown will be serving as an interim 
in that role for the next 4-5 months while the search committee continues their work. 
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Finally, McAlister shared that Crystal Reese has resigned as Recreation Wing Assistant. 
 
Planning and Evaluation – No Report 
 
Ministry Reports: 
 
Congregational Life – Grace Williams, Chair 
Williams updated the Session on plans for the Fall Kick-off on Sunday, August 25 which 
will include a pot-luck meal, music by Rebar, and recreation opportunities for children.  
Williams then celebrated Covenant’s purchase of a new bus which was funded by a 
Congregational Care Fund. 
 
Williams shared that Shea Watts will be serving as a Congregational Life seminary 
intern this fall.  
 
Finally, Williams shared that Outdoor Ministry will be hosting an interest and 
informational session on September 15 as they look forward to the year ahead.  
 
Education – Robin Goodson, Chair 
Goodson celebrated that 129 children and inter-generational volunteers joyfully 
participated in Covenant’s Vacation Bible School. Goodson expressed gratitude to 
Claire Brown for her leadership and service.  Goodson shared that about 30 middle 
school youth and 40 high school youth participated in summer mission trips and 
Montreat conferences. 
 
Amanda Shanks will be joining the Education ministry as an Intern for Christian 
Education in September and will focus on Children’s Ministries. 
 
Goodson then reported that Kim Spivey and Jordan Schiefer are providing leadership 
for a strategy team that will conducting a deeper dive into the high participant but low 
volunteer involvement environment currently experienced in some areas of Children’s 
Ministries. 
 
Goodson recognized Lou Watson and the Adult Education program for the strength of 
the summer programming and speakers.  Goodson then called on Grace Lindvall who 
shared that Dr. Brennan Breed will be serving as scholar-in-residence this fall and will 
be teaching four times and helping with other small programs throughout the fall.  Grace 
shared that alongside Dr. Breed’s work will be a larger “FAITH Talks” program which will 
provide opportunities each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to grow your faith, 
explore your connection to the ministry of the church, and deepen your understanding of 
scripture and theology.  The FAITH Talks program will follow these themes: 

• First Sunday:  Contemporary Issues 
• Second Sunday:  All-in with Covenant Community Forums 
• Third Sunday:  In the Beginning … The Bible with Dr. Brennan Breed 
• Fourth Sunday:  Thinking Theologically with Dr. Marth Moore Keish and Dr. Doug 

Ottati 
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• Fifth Sunday:  Hospitality Hour 
 
Engagement – No Report 
 

Mission and Outreach – Stephen Hicks, Chair 
Hicks updated the Session on several key summer mission initiatives: 

• successful volunteer support of the Freedom School at Highland Renaissance 
Academy,  

• strong relationship-building and envisioning with Imani Parker, the new principal 
at Highland Renaissance Academy 

• impactful experiences for the summer interns 
• mission component of Vacation Bible School which included collecting, sorting, 

and delivering shoes to the students at the Crossnore School in Avery County, 
bagging lunches for Roof Above, making bookmarks and collecting school 
supplies for Highland, and making blessing cards for Room in the Inn 

Hicks then provided an update on The Mezzanine and shared that the Mission and 
Outreach committee continues to explore how Covenant can deepen relational 
investments with the community at The Mezzanine.  In addition, Mission and 
Outreach is establishing an Affordable Housing Task Force to explore other groups 
with whom Covenant can partner in the community.   

Finally, Hicks shared that Covenant is forming a discernment team focused on how 
Covenant might support and respond to the on-going needs at the Renguti School 
(Kenya) and in the community following an impactful and insightful mission trip to 
Kenya this summer.  Session members who were a part of that mission trip shared 
their perspectives. 

Worship – Beth Koonce, Chair 
Koonce provided calendar reminders about upcoming worship services and the return 
of 4 worship services on Sunday, September 8.  Koonce commended the Bill Keith for 
his leadership and coordination of communion beginning earlier this summer.  Koonce 
highlighted the large number of additional worship services this summer, including half 
of the wedding so far this year at Covenant taking place on Saturdays in June, 10 
baptisms since Memorial Day, and 11 of the 19 memorial services in 2024 taking place 
since Memorial Day.  Koonce expressed gratitude to the ministers, music staff and 
musicians, Bill Cathey and the usher team, and all the other Covenant staff and 
members for their support of these worship experiences.  

Clerk’s Report – Terry Horne 
Horne shared a communication from Julia Watkins sharing thanks and gratitude for 
Covenant’s Stapleton-Davidson Internship program and the rich and transformative 
experience it provides the interns. 
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Old Business/New Business:   
Report from the Elder Nominating Committee – Grace Williams 
Williams shared the proposed slate of elders for the Class of 2027: Amanda Abrahm, 
John Beyer, Alex Chinery, Judy Emken, Anne Gildea, Vince Hindman, Philip James, 
Abby Liu, Jordan Schriefer, Kim Spivey, Hope Kluttz (youth – 1 year team), Alexa 
Reynolds (youth – 1 year team). 
 
A motion was made and seconded that there be a congregational meeting for the 
purpose of electing 10 adult elders to the Session class of 2027, and two youth elders to 
serve a one-year term beginning January 1, 2025 on Sunday, September 15 at 10:30 
a.m. in the Sanctuary.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Report on “All In” Theme – Katherine Kerr 

Kerr shared that the theme for the upcoming program year will be “All In” and will span 
across all ministries.  The programming will be designed in 2-month increments, 
focusing on heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

 
Staff Announcements/Pastoral Concerns: 
Ministers and Session members shared pastoral concerns.  Katherine Kerr highlighted a 
new ministry, Hannah’s Heart, which is a group for any woman navigating infertility, 
pregnancy loss, or any grief around the hope of becoming a mother through pregnancy, 
gestational carrier, adoption, or fostering. The group is open to all, and is intended to be 
a space to connect, share stories and experiences, pray with and for one another, and 
support one another along each woman’s unique journey.  
 
Closing Prayer: 
Katherine Kerr closed the meeting with prayer at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Horne, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CALLED SESSION MEETINGS 

Sundays, August 25, 2024 
 
Covenant held one Called Session Meeting on a Sunday morning for the purpose of 
receiving new members.  Lora Borrelli introduced the following new members and 
information: 
 
August 25, 2024 
John Brunelle  Transfer Letter--Davidson College Presbyterian Church 
Kaylah Bozkurtian  Reaffirmation 
James Arney   Reaffirmation 
Josh Roten    Transfer Letter-Church at Charlotte 
Caroline Roten   Transfer Letter--Myers Park Baptist Church 
Lacy King  
Nate King  
Allison Hannah Simpson Mt Holly UMC, Rock hill SC 
Brenda Woodward  Highlands Presbyterian 
 
Active (confirmed) members as of 8/31/2024: 2727 
2024 new members as of 8/31/2024:  78 
2024 new affiliate members as of 8/31/2024: 2 
2024 transfers as of 7/31/2024: 18 
2024 deaths as of 7/31/2024:  19 
 
Motions of acceptance were made, seconded and approved.  Each meeting adjourned 
with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Horne, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION MEETING 

REQUEST FOR CHANGES IN THE ACTIVE ROLL 
 

Removed from Active Roll Per Request 
 
Name    Transferred to: ___________________________________ 

Amanda Pierson  Remove per request--moved out of state 

Josh Essman  Remove per request--moved out of state  
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION ACTION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

SUBJECT:  Baptisms in September, October & November  DATE: September 9, 2024 
 

Report From:  Baptism Committee       
 
Background:  Baptisms must be approved by the Session.  
 
Process to Date:  Parents request that their children be baptized in September, 
October, and November 2024. 

Budget Impact:  None 

Actions Taken or Recommendation:  The Baptism Committee, with the support of the 
Ministry of Worship, recommends approval of the following at Covenant: 

September 8, in the Covenant Chapel 
Christopher Adam Carter and Stacy Hatley Carter, and their children 
Autumn Leigh Carter and Tristan William Carter 

 
September 22, at the 9:30 a.m. service in the Covenant Sanctuary 

  Lily Louise McSwain and Landon Ross McSwain 
   Parents – Hannah and Ross McSwain 
 
 October 27, at the 11:00 a.m. service in the Covenant Sanctuary 
  Lilly Ellen Newson 
   Parents – Tracy and Drew Newson 
  

November 10, at the 9:30 a.m. service in the Covenant Sanctuary 
  Paige Catherine Kelly   

Parents – Heather and Greg Kelly 
 
Motion: Motion to approve the baptisms of Christopher Adam Carter, Stacy Hatley 
Carter, Autumn Leigh Carter and Tristan William Carter, Lily Louise McSwain, Landon 
Ross McSwain, Lilly Ellen Newson, and Paige Catherine Kelly. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION ACTION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

Subject: Committee on Assignments   Date:  September 9, 2024 
 

Report From:  Janet Delery, Assistant Clerk of Session 
 
Background:  As outlined in Covenant’s Operations Manual, each year a Committee 
on Assignments shall be appointed by Session.  The Committee on Assignments is to 
be composed of a representative from each Ministry, a representative from the Elder 
Nominating Committee, and the Assistant Clerk of Session who shall serve as Chair.   
Staff support shall be provided by the Senior Minister. 
 
Process to Date:  The chairs of each Ministry and the Elder Nominating Committee 
selected a representative to serve on the 2024 Committee on Assignments. 
 
Budget Impact:  None.   
 
Actions Taken or Recommendation:  Recommend that Session appoint the following 
members as Covenant’s 2024 Committee on Assignments: 

Janet Delery, Assistant Clerk of Session and Chair 
Jim Dobbins, Mission and Outreach Representative 
Ashley Friello, Administration Representative 
David Frost, Engagement Representative 
Jacquelyn McAbee, Worship Representative 
Bill Saunders, Congregational Life Representative 
Burnet Tucker, Elder Nominating Committee Representative 
Sarah Wilson, Education Representative 
Bob Henderson, Senior Minister and Staff Liaison 

 
Motion:  The Assistant Clerk of Session moves that the Session appoint the 2024 
Committee on Assignments as listed above to fulfill the responsibilities outlined in 
Covenant’s Operations Manual. 
 
Attachment(s):  None  
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

SUBJECT:  Treasurer’s Report   FROM:   Amy Hunter, Treasurer
 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Monthly Financial Comments 

August 2024 

Income Statement Comments 
The main impacts of the August Income Statement and for the Year to Date are outlined 
below. 
 
Income: Pledge receipts were below budget in the month bringing the Year to Date 
(YTD) results to $47K above the budget. Overall, YTD Pledge Receipts as a % of the 
annual budget are slightly above last year. YTD Miscellaneous contributions are below 
budget due to contributions without pledge trailing the budget, although this YTD is 
above last year. YTD Other Receipts is $61K above budget with $15K of this variance 
coming from Facility Income and $46K from Interest Income. 
 
School Ministry Update: The Child Development Center’s (CDC) income was slightly 
below budget in the month but still above YTD budget by $56K. The Preschool staff 
returned at the end of the month and students returned as of September 3. 
 
Expenses: Expenses across most ministry areas continue to track close to or below the 
budget. Below are some additional explanations - 

• For the Mission and Outreach ministry, the month was unfavorable to budget by 
$57K primarily due to timing related to grant payments. This ministry is expected 
to be on budget by year end. 

• For the Education ministry, the unfavorable variance to budget is due to the 
unbudgeted Footsteps of Paul trip expenses of $166K. The income for this trip is 
included in lines 2 and 10 and offsets the expenses so there is no impact on the 
bottom line. 

• For the Administration ministry, the unfavorable variance to budget is due to 
higher than budgeted worship bulletin expenses and unbudgeted repair and 
maintenance expenses, but this ministry is expected to be on budget by year 
end. 

 
The Bottom Line: Net Income for the month was $50K unfavorable to the budget 
primarily due to pledge receipts below budget by $26K and timing related to M&O’s 
grant payments of $49K. Year to date, Net Income is positive at $145K, which is $352K 
above the budget for this point in the year. 
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Balance Sheet Comments 
Significant changes in the Balance Sheet for the month, as compared to the prior 
month, were: 
 
Line 24: This primarily reflects the net of cash from operations and disbursements 
relating to the new HVAC system for the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Line 28 & 34: Changes due to the increases in the market value of the portfolio. 
 
Line 32: This reflects payments made for the new HVAC system for the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Line 38: Reflects the month’s net operating income 
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 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

SUBJECT:  Charlotte Presbytery Meeting Minutes  DATE: August 17, 2024 

 
It was with great joy and thanksgiving that we gathered at First-Concord Presbyterian 
Church! The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by our 2024 
Moderator, Elder Tommy Lawson (Covenant-Charlotte). Rev. Ellen Crawford True, 
Pastor of First-Concord Church, welcomed the Presbytery on behalf of the members of 
the church. Rev. True and Moderator Lawson welcomed our special guests, Rev. Dr. 
Victor Aloyo, Jr, President of Columbia Theological Seminary, along with other 
members of their Staff. Also, the Rev. Jimmie Hawkins PC(USA) Director of Advocacy, 
Washington Office of Public Witness and Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations 
and PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers, Jeff & Christi Boyd.  
 
The Presbytery entered into a time of worship. Music was provided by Dr. Jacqueline 
Yost, First-Concord’s Director of Music and Organist. Jordan Loud led the call to 
worship. Perrin Tribble led the prayer of confession, the assurance of pardon and the 
prayer for Illumination. Rev. Dr. Victor Aloyo, Jr. read the scripture and preached the 
sermon entitled, “The Conundrum of Authority”, based on Matthew 21:23-32. Fay 
Palmer lifted the Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer. The Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was led by Rev. Dr. Aloyo and Rev. Jimmie Hawkins. 
 
Rev. Jimmie Hawkins provided an overview of the “Jesus and Justice” Young Adult 
Advocacy Conference to be held in Charlotte, October 18-20 at Union Presbyterian 
Seminary. Please be sure to share the information and to support this conference.  
 
PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers, Jeff and Christi Boyd gave an overview of their work in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and asked the Presbytery to continue to pray for 
their ministry and to support other PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers. 
 
In the General Presbyter’s report, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston She highlighted the proposed 
framework to be presented by the Administration Committee, and reasoning behind the 
need for extra support for our historically African-American churches and pastors. She 
also shared that we will hold an affordable housing discussion during lunch at the 
October 29th Stated Meeting at Sardis Church and a Housing Summit on Saturday, 
November 23rd at Caldwell Church.  
 
Elder Edwin Shoaf presented the report of the Administration Committee. The 
Presbytery granted approval of the Distribution Models/Frameworks for unrestricted 
settlements, large donations, or proceeds received upon the sale of closed churches. 
Elder Edna Wigfall Cruté shared information about the Sabbatical and Incentive (SIG) 
Grants applications that are available online. 
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Our GA Commissioners shared highlights from the 226th General Assembly. Elder 
Andrea Graham truly enjoyed her service as a Commissioner and learned a lot about 
the work of the wider church. Rev. Casey Aldridge, Associate Pastor at First-Concord 
shared his GA experience regarding the discussion on divestment from fossil fuels and 
the affect of gun violence on children. Elder Lula Rookard gave thanks for the great 
experience of serving as a GA Commissioner. Each of them encouraged others to do 
likewise in the future. 
 
Rev. John Magnuson presented the Ministry Resource Committee Report about the 
grants that have been provided for several churches. Rev. Megan Argabrite shared the 
good news about the African Fellowship that is a part of the Amity Church congregation. 
Most of the members are from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Amity Church 
received a grant from the MRC to assist with resources and training for the Fellowship 
and their pastor, Rev. Amisi, who just recently became a US Citizen. Congratulations to 
the Amity family for such a successful ministry. 
 
 Elder Suzanne Davis and Rev. Matt Conner gave an update on changes to the Anti-
Racism Cohort’s training and equipping for ministers and committee members that will 
take place this Fall.  
Elder Kathy Pilkington and Rev. Chaz Blasdell presented the report of the 
Commission on Preparation for Ministry. Allison Blackwell (Caldwell) and Anita 
Blakeney (Covenant-Kannapolis) were enrolled as Inquirers in the preparation for 
ministry process. Fay Palmer (First-Charlotte), Jordan Loud (Paw Creek), and Perrin 
Tribble (Covenant-Charlotte) were approved as Candidates for Ministry. 
 
In the COM Report, Rev. Ellen Crawford True welcomed new member, Rev. 
Elizabeth Hinson Hasty, Professor at Union Theological Seminary – Charlotte. 
Rev. Crawford True then led the body in a laying on of hands, by members of the COM 
for Rev. Cathy George and Rev. Rodger Sellers, upon their retirement. The 164th 
Stated Meeting will be on Tuesday, October 19, 2024, at Sardis Presbyterian Church. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

SUBJECT:  Extended Communion Report  DATE: September 9, 2024 

 

Report From:  Extended Communion Chairs:  Judy Grubbs and Mary Wood Stallings 
  

Extended Communion was served on August 11, 2024.  
  
Elders serving: 
Bill Fox 
Jane H Taylor  
Sally Shaw 
Martha and David Isaacs 
Leigh and Paul Pedigo 
Martie  Griffin 
Sherry Ward 
Ruth Huey 
Alan Morrow 
Nancy Sutton 
Lecia Shockley 
Deana Cooper 
Jerry Jernigan 
Judy and Jake Grubbs 
Loretta Brown 
Mary Wood Stallings 
 
Non Elder(s) serving: 
Gwen Fox 
 
Members/Additional recipients served: 
 
Homebound members: 
Bud and Agnes Smith and son, Eric Smith 
Betty Moak 
Genie White  
Gloria and Chubby Williams 
 
Brookdale Carriage Club Memory Care: 
Jo Ann Hobbs 
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Southminster Retirement Community: 
Ellie Roberts 
 
Matthews GLen Retirement Community: 
Bev Rotert 
 
Holiday Willow Grove Retirement Community: 
Frank Mansfield 
 
The Sharon at Southpark chapel: 
Gwen and Bill Fox 
Edna Bacon 
Jerusha and Murray Fadial 
 
The Sharon at Southpark Healthcare and Memory Care: 
Sybil Campbell 
Ada Offerdahl 
Bob Colwell 
Helen Collins 
Helen Cathey 
Buddy Love 
Don Chamblee 
Marcia Morton 
Molly Savage 
Rita Simpson 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 

SUMMARY 
 

Subject:  Clerk’s Communications   From:  Terry Horne, Clerk
 

Communication has been received from the following organizations in 
acknowledgement of donations: 

• Princeton Theological Seminary 
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