
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

August 7, 2022, 
9:00am 

 

ENTRANCE 
* indicates to please stand as able 

 
Gathering & Greeting 
 
*Introit We Gather Together UMH #131 

 trad. Dutch hymn, trans. Theodore Baker; Tune: KREMSER 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known. 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 

so from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 

 



We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 
*Call to Worship2  from Psalm 145:1-8 

Leader: God calls us here today. 
People: We bring our full selves to God: our strengths 
and our weaknesses. 
Leader: God calls YOU here today. 
People: We offer all we are to God: our talents and our 
inadequacies. 
Leader: God calls every part of us to bring divine love and 
light into the world! 
People: We respond to that call, trusting that God is at 
work within us. AMEN.  
 

*Hymn of Praise   God is Here UMH #660 
Hymn by Fred Pratt Green; Tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 

God is here! As we your people  
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us,  
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit  
into open minds and hearts. 



Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace. 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 
Here, in honesty of preaching,  
here, in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal,  
God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant  
seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living  
to believe and to adore. 

 

Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication,  

all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you,  

we adore you! We believe! 
 

Small Talk & Blessing of the Backpacks 



PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say 
to us today. Amen.   
 

The Word in Song Keep Your Lamps Women’s Choir 
 African-American Spiritual, arr. Andre Thomas 
 

*Gospel Lesson  Luke 12:32-40, NRSV 
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions 
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be 
like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes dur-
ing the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them 
so, blessed are those slaves. 



39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

This is the Word of God for the people of God 
Thanks be to God 

 
The Message Keeping Our Eye on the Prize  Rev. Dr. Aaron Gonzalez 

 
*Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed UMH #882 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you 
with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
                  

 ............... (silent prayer) ............... 
 



Leader: Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
All: Glory to God. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 

 
Offering 
Here at SUMC we believe God has called us to make disciples 
for the transformation of the world. We're not here to be 
blessed, but to be a pipeline of blessing to others.  We don't 
give TO the church, we give THROUGH the church.  

 

“It is necessary to help the weak and to keep in mind the words 
of the Lord, Jesus, for He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’" Acts 20:35 
 

Giving Options 
Mobile App: Schertz UMC available on all platforms 

Online: www.schertzumc.com/give 
Text:  210-361-9146  

Mail: 3460 Roy Richard Drive, Schertz, TX 78154 
 

*Doxology  UMH #95 

 

http://www.schertzumc.com/give


The Great Thanksgiving 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-
introductions-to-the-other-forms 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Receiving Bread & Cup 
 
Prayer After Receiving 

Eternal Father, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 
which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may 
go into the world in the strength of your Spirit to give 
ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 
Blessing of Students and Teachers 
 
*Hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness UMH #140 
 Hymn by Thomas O. Chisholm; Tune by William M. Runyan 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-introductions-to-the-other-forms
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-introductions-to-the-other-forms


REFRAIN: Great is thy faithfulness!  
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain) 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
*Benediction Hymn 

 

August Daily Prayer 

Bless us with love, O merciful God, that we may love as 

you love! That we may show patience, tolerance, kind-

ness, caring, and love to all! Give me knowledge, O giver 

of Knowledge, that I may be one with my universe and 

mother earth. O Compassionate One, grant compassion 

unto us, that we may help all fellow souls in need! Bless us 

with your love, O God, bless us with your love. 
 


