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Issues of conflict often begin within ourselves. When we allow the Holy Spirit to guide our
thoughts and lead us in looking at our feelings and what they mean, we will begin to experience
greater peace in all our relationships.

The spirit that judgment springs from is not typically a loving spirit unless we take the time to first
reflect on our motivation for the judgment.

Matthew 7:1-5

A PEACEMAKER IN NOT A JUDGE (Matthew 7:1-2)

The word “Judge” has a wide range of meanings and is generally used in a neutral sense: “to
decide,” “to regulate,” “to pronounce judgments.” which any good Christian must do -- every
single one of us must make good decisions based on proper interpretations from Scripture and
also proper interpretations of our situations and relationships.

The meaning of this command is that we are not “to condemn” others in our discernment.

1 Corinthians 4:5
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to
light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will
receive their praise from God.

The simple but vital point Paul is making in this verse is that man is not God. No human being is
qualified to be the judge of his fellow humans because we cannot read each other’s hearts or
assess each other’s motives.
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A PEACEMAKER IS NOT A HYPOCRITE (MATTHEW 7:3-4)

Jesus uses the metaphor of a splinter and beam to bring a clarity to the difference that judgment
can have on our hearts -- a hardened heart does not take time to reflect on the inner thoughts
and desires that drive us to condemn others.

A PEACEMAKER IS A BROTHER (Matthew 7:5)

Jesus uses the expression of brother for a very key purpose. A brother is not a stranger -- he is
someone close to us -- someone in the community -- another believer --  We need to ask
ourselves how much pleasure we derive from exposing the other person's faults?

PEACEMAKERS OVERLOOK OFFENSES

Proverbs 19:11 A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.

I  should overlook an offense when:
1. No wall or lasting strong feelings have come between us
2. There’s no potential harm to God’s reputation, to others, or to the offender

Two reasons we may not want to overlook an offense:
1. We have an overly sensitive attitude (Proverbs 12:16)
2. The conflict results from my own sinful behavior(s) (2 Samuel 12-1-12)

6 Principles for Developing a “Brotherly” Attitude

1. JOY (Philippians 4:4)

2. GENTLENESS (Philippians 4:5)

3. PRAYER (Philippians 4:6-7)

4. PEACE (Philippians 4:7)

Ken Sande, writer of the book “The Peacemaker” says the hostility, anxiety, and
inner conflict with which you have been dealing will begin to give way to a peace so
unexpected that Paul says it will “transcend all understanding.” Although this peace may
be only internal at first (“guarding your heart and mind”), it will often grow into an external
peace—or reconciliation—that will likewise surpass the comprehension of those who
have been observing your conflict.
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5. PERSPECTIVE (Philippians 4:8)

Proverbs 11:27: “He who seeks good finds goodwill, but evil comes to him who searches
for it.”

6. OBEDIENCE (Philippians 4:9)

LOOK AT HOW OUR LORD & GOD TREATS US

Psalm 103:8-10 (NLT)
8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 9 He
will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. 10 He does not punish us for all our
sins; he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve.

PEACEMAKER CHALLENGE QUESTIONS:

The Slippery Slope found in “The Peacemaker” by Ken Sande -
https://rw360.org/product/the-peacemaker-a-biblical-guide-to-resolving-personal-conflict-paperb
ack/
Diagram - https://www.reliancefellowship.org/conflict-styles-slippery-slope/

1. Read Luke 18:9-14 and share a time when you looked down on another person as a
judge when you should have taken time to get to know them as a brother. Maybe you
read someone wrong at the beginning and later recognized someone was not who you
thought they were when you first met them.

Overlooking an offense is a good idea when:
● No wall or lasting strong feelings have come between us
● There’s no potential harm to god’s reputation, to others, or to the offender

2. Do you agree with these two points? Why or why not?

3. Read the following scripture: (Prov. 10:12; 12:16;15:18; 17:9; 20:3; Ephesians 4:2; 4:32;
Colossians 3:13; 1 Peter 4:8). How do you feel about the command to overlook some
offenses?
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4. Conflict Sensitivity Scale - Give yourself a number from 1 to 10 when it comes to your
sensitivity towards people and situations when there is conflict (1 is not very sensitive
and 10 is very sensitive). Circle your number

● People at home ( 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10)
● People at work ( 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10)
● People at church ( 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10)

5. Read Proverbs 11:27: In the midst of an argument or conflict, are you more likely to
focus on the negative or the positive attributes of your opponent?

6. In Philippians 4:3-9 we are given 6 Principles for Developing a “Brotherly” Attitude. They
are Joy, Gentleness, Prayer, Peace, Perspective, and Obedience. Which one do you feel
you understand and perform best and which one do you need to work on the most when
it comes to dealing with people you are in conflict with?
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