
PEACEMAKER – Restoration
STEP 7 - Peacemakers Restore Relationships
Pastor Michael Vuorensivu - July 3, 2022

Restoration is one of the most transforming results of the Gospel. As people reconciled to God
by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, children of God believe we are called to respond
to conflict in a way that is very different from the way the world deals with conflict. Instead of
seeking vengeance and retribution for our hurts, we seek to make peace. We become
Peacemakers. In the letter to Philemon, Paul shows us how to make peace with those we have
hurt.

SCRIPTURE - PHILEMON (NIV)

INVEST IN RIGHT RELATIONSHIP

Philemon vs. 1-2  1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our
dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow
soldier—and to the church that meets in your home

Notice that Paul does not dwell on anything but the goodness that he saw in Philemon.
Investing in relationships is never a waste of time. Paul was not making any of the good things
he wrote up -- he didn’t need to -- he had spent the time investing in this relationship and he
knew to Whom this man had given his life.

ENGAGE IN RIGHTEOUS ACTIVITY

Just like Jesus and Paul, we are commanded by God’s word to engage in righteous activity, that
is how God restores relationships.

● He WROTE encouraging thoughts and memories about how he could see God at work
in his comrades.

● He SHARED his heart which revealed the saving power of Christ.
Philemon vs. 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I
was in chains.

● He took time to PRAY.
Philemon vs. 4,6  4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers…6 I pray
that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your
understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.

This letter was soaked with faith and trust-- but it wasn’t in Philemon in whom Paul put his trust
-- Paul trusted in the Lord -- to help Philemon do what was right.
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TRUST IN THE SALVATION OF THE LORD

Philemon vs. 15-16  15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that
you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear
brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in
the Lord.

There is no reason to doubt that Paul prevailed in his intercession for Onesimus. That Philemon
would in fact forgive Onesiumus and receive him as someone from his own family. Because
Jesus CHRIST has brought us near to the Father through his shed blood on the cross.

JESUS IS THE PEACEMAKER

Ephesians 2:13-18  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the
law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity
out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through
the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who
were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to
the Father by one Spirit.

GOD’S LOVE - THE LOVE THAT BROUGHT CHRIST WILLINGLY TO THE CROSS IS THE
MOTIVATING FACTOR HERE.

JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE PEACEMAKING WEAPON -- DELIBERATE AND FOCUSED
LOVE…

Matthew 5:9 - Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
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PEACEMAKER CHALLENGE QUESTIONS:

The Slippery Slope found in the book called  “The Peacemaker” by Ken Sande -
https://rw360.org/product/the-peacemaker-a-biblical-guide-to-resolving-personal-conflict-paperb
ack/

1. In verse 4 of Philemon, Why does Paul thank God and not Philemon? (also look at Acts
14:27, Ephesians 2:8 and Philippians 1:29).

2. Look at verse 5 of Philemon, Why would faith in Christ produce love? (also look at 1
John 4:8 and John 15:13).

3. In this week’s message Pastor Michael said that we are all a type of ‘Onesimus’ in some
way? What do you think he meant by that statement? Do you agree or disagree? Why?

4. In what ways do we refresh other believers in our lives? Is there someone you could
refresh with some sort of special show of love?

5. Share what was the most impactful overall personal message that you heard through
this series? Any praise reports in your own conflicts?

Take some time and pray for what has been shared with one another.
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