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Nehemiah 2:11-20

Dates, Setting, Context:

● 722 BC - The Fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel
● 586 BC - The Fall of Judea & Jerusalem (the Southern Kingdom)

Exile in Babylon

● 538-515 BC - Jews begin to return from exile
● 458 BC - Ezra returns
● 446 BC - Nehemiah comes to rebuild the walls

Luke 9:57-62 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his head.”

He said to another man, “Follow me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead
bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my
family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God.”

Luke 14:28-30 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, ‘This
person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’
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1. Starting Off ________________ VS Starting Right ________________!

● Taking the time to count and calculate.

● Again: " Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain…" Ps. 127

● Praying and listening is never a waste of time!

2. Nehemiah ________________

● Night ride of renaissance- Nehemiah allows himself to be fully struck by the task

at hand.

● Seeing in the dark - one step at a time. Not so much by sight but by faith.

● Galvanizing experience - Resolve!

● Have we counted the cost of what we have been called to?

● Daring to step into the darkness and see the despair around us or even in us.

● Allowing our hearts to break over the despair in our world.

3. Nehemiah Appeals to the ________________

● Nehemiah invites others to see and to believe in the vision God has given him.

● Nehemiah can't do this himself!

"Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and we will no longer be in disgrace." V.
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