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When can I photocopy?
This question is asked every day by pastors and church 
musicians nationwide. Church professionals and 
volunteers desire to respect the rights of copyright 
owners, but are sometimes confused by copyright law. 
It is always best to contact the publisher or copyright 
holder for permission to reprint, project, record, or 
make copies of any copyrighted material. The follow-
ing situations are based on the copyright law of 1976, 
and list what you can do without having to secure 
prior permission.

1. Reproducible pages. 
The original purchaser of an edition may copy specific 
parts only marked ‘reproducible.’ This may include re-
producible congregational pages for selected responses 
or hymn stanzas, or perhaps instrumental scores that 
are specifically marked ‘reproducible.’ Only editions 
marked ‘reproducible’ may be copied by the original 
purchaser for use in their particular setting.

2. Licensed hymnody and worship songs. 
Hymns and songs may be copied that are covered  
by a license purchased by your congregation, such  
as CCLI, OneLicense.net, LicenSing, and other  
independent licensing agreements secured from  
other publishing entities.

3. Public domain works.

The following are expressly prohibited:
1.	Copying to avoid purchase.

2.	Copying music for any kind  
	 of performance.

3.	Copying the text of an anthem for  
	 congregational bulletins without  
	 permission or copyright notice.

4.	Copying without including  
	 copyright notice.

5.	Copying to create anthologies  
	 or compilations.

6.	Reproducing material designed to be  
	 consumable, such as published inserts.

Copyright ultimately means that no one but  
the copyright owner has the right to copy  
without permission.

For more information, visit www.cmpamusic.org  
to read Church Music Publishers Association,  
Guide to Copyright Information.

What You Need to Know About the Copyright Law

1-800-JHS-BELL (1-800-547-2355)
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