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The Campaign is Coming
5 Pulpit Announcements

#1. The Campaign is Coming Pulpit Announcement for the week when the Campaign is first introduced, 5 weeks before Kick-Off. These announcements have been written as though your Kick-Off is during your Pre-Campaign Sunday.  If you do your Kick-Off four weeks before your Campaign Launch, you will need to revise these announcements.
I would like to announce something that we are very excited about. This fall, we will be having a new spiritual growth Campaign called 40 Days of Community. As most of you may know, our church previously went through a spiritual growth campaign entitled, 40 Days of Purpose which addressed the question, “What On Earth Am I Here For?”  We will now begin another journey.  In five weeks the first-ever 40 Days of Community Campaign begins.  We are going to launch this “pilot” campaign on [day/date] with a Kick-Off message called “Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For?”  This will be a stirring motivational rally in which we, along with hundreds of other churches, will hear from Pastor Rick Warren, the author of The Purpose Driven Life book.  We will get a peek at the excitement to come as together we will put into practice God’s 5 purposes for our lives to focus on Jesus’ power to change us, our church, and our community.  Come at [time] on [day/date] for [a pancake breakfast and] then the Campaign Kick-Off will follow. 
#2. Campaign is Coming Pulpit Announcement, 4 Weeks before the Kick-Off
Be sure to make plans to join us [date/time/location] for our 40 Days of Community Campaign Kick-Off. This will be the inspirational kick-off for the campaign where our congregation, along with hundreds of other churches who are doing this Campaign concurrently with us, will listen to a life-changing challenge from the author of The Purpose Driven Life book, Pastor Rick Warren. This is such an important event that we are…[give details of your plans for the event, such as meal, theme, babysitting, etc.].
40 Days of Community has several features that will set it apart from our previous campaign, The 40 Days of Purpose.  Some of the changes and innovations for this new campaign that will help to make it fresh and impacting for our entire church are:
· age-appropriate materials for every member of the family, from birth to senior adults.
· a workbook for each of us that will include a daily devotional, daily journal, and weekly small group study guide – all in one.

· a focus on a missions project that will move our church outside of its four walls, and into the harvest field of a world that is in desperate need of the love of Jesus Christ. Our Missions Project Team will identify local outreach opportunities for our small groups to do together.  We will tackle one of the major problems in our community, and with God’s help we can make a difference!
It is very important that all of us are here for this kick off message, so make it a priority, and invite a friend. They’ll be glad you did!

#3. Campaign is Coming Pulpit Announcement, 3 Weeks before the Kick-Off 

The first event of the 40 Days of Community Campaign, the Campaign Kick- Off, takes place on [date/time/location]. This is such an important event that we are…[give details of your plans for the event, such as meal, theme, babysitting, etc.] Since we are a part of the pilot campaign, we are partnering with Saddleback Church to pioneer this whole concept of 40 Days of Community. The primary focus is to encourage congregations to work together on fulfilling God’s five purposes by developing and deepening an authentic community within our church and reaching out to the community around our church. There are some great dynamics of being the first ones to try a new campaign.  There is a united enthusiasm, a true sense of partnership that we share with Saddleback as a pilot church, and we are thrilled to be joining them for this fall’s launch of the second in a trilogy of campaigns to help people live out God’s purposes in their lives, their churches, their communities, and their world. The Campaign Kick-Off is a nationwide broadcast of Rick Warren’s inspirational message, Better Together—What On Earth Are WE Here For? Please make your plans to be with us as we begin this exciting spiritual adventure.
In your bulletins you will find a sign-up card for the 40 Days of Community small group studies (show card). This is pivotal for you if you wish to get the most out of the Campaign, because it is in a group that you will explore all that we will be learning in this campaign more deeply. We will be studying the Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For? workbook. This interactive study will allow for a deeper understanding of God’s purposes and allow us to build friendships and serve with one another in our church and our community. Place your completed card in the offering, and you will be contacted by a host in your area.

If you want to know more about the Campaign, pick up one of these Campaign Overview sheets (show sample*) after the service at The CommUNITY Center.

* Have “Campaign Overview and FAQs” available at The CommUNITY Center.
#4. The Campaign is Coming Pulpit Announcement, 
2 Weeks before the Kick-Off.  
In just two short weeks we will begin our 40 Days of Community Campaign.We have been praying for and anticipating this time for months. If you haven’t already done so, sign up to join a 40 Days of Community Small Group which will meet for the six weeks of the Campaign. Complete the sign-up card in your bulletin (show card), and drop it in the offering, and you will be contacted by a host in your area.  Or, you can visit The CommUNITY Center and find a Host Home in your area that is offering the type of group you are interested in, whether that’s couples, singles, men or women only, then you can contact the host of your choice.  

The Campaign Kick-Off is a message by Rick Warren, the author of The Purpose Driven Life. During the Campaign Kick-Off, which will be held [date/time/location], you will hear Rick’s inspirational message, Better Together—What On Earth Are WE Here For? This is a great way to jump-start the Campaign, and it will be exciting to get a glimpse of what is in store for us over the six weeks of the campaign. This is such an important event that we are…[give details of your plans for the event, such as meal, theme, babysitting, etc.] I cannot overemphasize how important it is that all of us attend the Kick-Off, so that we begin this Campaign in unity and mutual excitement regarding what God is about to do in our midst.

#5.  The Campaign is Coming Pulpit Announcement, 1 Week before the Kick-Off 

The long-awaited Campaign Kick-Off is coming up next weekend. The Campaign Kick-Off is a nationally-viewed message by Rick Warren, the author of the book The Purpose Driven Life called Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For? It will be held [date/time/location], and will be a great jump-start to our Campaign. It will be exciting to get a glimpse of what is in store for us over the six weeks of the campaign. This is such an important event that we are…[give details of your plans for the event, such as meal, theme, babysitting, etc.] It is one of the most important events we will do all year here at [name of church], so don’t miss out on this great kickoff to the 40 Days of Community Campaign.
Now, turn this sheet over, and on the back you will find information about how to join a small group for the six weeks of the Campaign. Whether you are single, married, divorced, male, female, with or without kids, young or young at heart, there is a small group for you! These groups are forming now, and will gather weekly during the Campaign to study the Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For? lessons.  This interactive study will allow for a deeper understanding of God’s purposes and allow us to build friendships and serve with one another in our church and our community. You may join a group one of two ways.  You may complete this form and drop it in the offering, and a Host in your area will contact you this week.  Or visit The CommUNITY Center after the service and look over the list of Host Homes that are available, and contact the Host of the group you wish to join.

Now, take out your 7-Day Prayer Guide (hold up sample). This guide has been provided to us by our Campaign Prayer Team, and it is a wonderful tool that we can each use to prepare our own hearts for the work that God wants to do in us through the 40 Days of Community Campaign. We encourage you to tuck this in your Bible and use it as a guide to pray for the Campaign and its impact not only on our church and our community, but especially for an open heart for what God has to say to you. So, make the most of the weeks ahead and begin now to pray and prepare your own heart for the life-changing adventure of the 40 Days of Community!
