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Campaign Overview
To Everyone at ____________ Church:

This Fall, our church will be partnering with Saddleback Church and participating in a 40 Days of Community Campaign, which will run for seven weekends beginning October 10 and ending November 21. We are a part of the pilot campaign, which means that we are doing this campaign along with Saddleback, to pioneer this whole concept of 40 Days of Community. The primary focus of this Campaign is to encourage congregations to work together on fulfilling God’s five purposes by developing and deepening an authentic community within our church and reaching out to the community around our church. There are some dynamics of being the first ones to try a new campaign, such as seeing the whole campaign unfold before our very eyes as it is developed, and doing our campaign alongside Saddleback Church as they roll it out for their church.  There is a joint excitement, a true sense of partnership that we share with Saddleback as a pilot church, and we are thrilled to be joining them for this fall’s launch of the second in a trilogy of campaigns to help people live out God’s purposes in their lives, their churches, their communities, and their world.

40 Days of Community has several features that set it apart from the 40 Days of Purpose Campaign.  These are changes from the last campaign and innovations for this new one that will help to make 40 Days of Community fresh and impacting for our entire church:
NEW! Youth & Children:  We will be offering age-appropriate materials for every member of the family, from birth to senior adults.  There is so much power in having everyone in the family learning about the same biblical truths together!  

NEW! Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For? Workbook:  For our 40 Days of Community Campaign we will have a daily devotional book, daily journal, and weekly small group study guide –all in one book that will be the campaign companion for everyone in our church. 
NEW! Missions Project: This is a brand-new idea that is at the heart of this Community Campaign – the Missions Project.  The primary focus of this campaign is on fulfilling God’s five purposes together by deepening the sense of community within our church and reaching out to the community around us. The missions project is the vehicle that will move our church outside of its four walls, and into the harvest field of a world that is in desperate need of the love of Jesus Christ. Our Missions Project Team will identify local outreach opportunities for our small groups to do together.  We will tackle one of the major problems in our community, and with God’s help we can make a difference!

We are assembling a Campaign Team to facilitate the Campaign for our church. This team is responsible for: 

· creating a prayer strategy for the our Campaign

· coordinating the seven weekend services during the Campaign

· overseeing the weekly Bible studies that focus on the themes of the Campaign

· coordinating the major events that take place during the Campaign:
1. BETTER TOGETHER: WHAT ON EARTH ARE WE HERE FOR? KICK-OFF:  The Campaign will kick-off on ​​​​​________________ with a message taught by Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church, the author of The Purpose-Driven Life, the book that formed the basis for our last campaign, 40 Days of Purpose. Rick Warren will share a message that will set the stage for the campaign events to come. 
2. HOST HOMES: There will be an opportunity to join a small group which will be studying the Better Together: What on Earth are We Here For? lessons. This interactive study will allow for a deeper understanding of God’s purposes and allow us to build friendships and serve with one another in our church and our community.
3. MINISTRY FAIR: This event is designed to give people an opportunity to get involved in a ministry that reaches out with a helping hand to those around us. Our Ministry Fair theme will be “Take Action! People Helping People.”
4. CELEBRATION SUNDAY:  The Campaign culminates with a church-wide party where we will rejoice together in all God has done in our midst during the Campaign.
If you would like to join one of the teams that are coordinating the various parts of the Campaign, we would love to talk to you! Please contact our Campaign Director, ___________________ at ___________.

We encourage you to join with us now, at this early stage, to pray for this Campaign. The potential impact this could have on our lives will be increased if the soil of our hearts is prepared through prayer. We are excited to embark on this spiritual journey together this fall, and we appreciate your prayers for the Campaign Team, for our church leaders, and for the impact of the Campaign in the lives of our people and the people of our community that we will reach out to in Christ’s name. So begin now to pray and prepare your own heart for the life-changing adventure of the 40 Days of Community.

Signed, ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________
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Frequently-Asked Questions
Q:  What happens during the Campaign that will answer the fundamental question, “What on Earth are WE Here For?”
1.   Week 1: In our first week we will focus on what matters most: LOVE. Have you ever wondered what the most important thing in life is to God? The answer to that question is in Galatians 5:6, “If you are a follower of Christ Jesus all that matters is your faith that makes you love others.”
2.   Week 2: In our second week we will be talking about “Reaching Out Together”. 1 Corinthians 13:4 says “Love is kind.” We want to show our kindness with action, in an outreach to those in need around us. “Let us stop just saying we love people; let us really love them, and show it by our actions.” 1 John 3:18 (LB)
3.   Week 3: The theme of our third week is “Belonging Together”. Did you know that there are 56 kinds of “one anothers” in the Bible? We will read about them together in our daily devotions during the 40 Days of Community. “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up.” Ecclesiastes 4: 9-10a (NIV) We will look this week at how we can grow an atmosphere of love here at _______________ Church.
4.   Week 4:  The focus of our fourth week will be “Growing Together”. Growing a relationship takes a lot more work that starting one. We will look at the character qualities that it takes to grow deeper in our relationships with one another: patience, truthfulness, forgiveness. Growing together is absolutely essential if we hope to reach the world for Jesus. It’s not just for our benefit; it’s for the benefit of the Kingdom of God.
5.   Week 5: We will have our Ministry Fair in our fifth week of the campaign. Our special focus will be on “People Helping People”. We will look at how your small group can serve our church together.
6.   Week 6: Our emphasis in week six will be “Worshipping Together”. We will look at how we give God our adoration, our praise, our hearts and our lives in surrender.
7.   Week 7: Celebration Sunday- It’s time for a party! God loves a celebration. This will be our chance celebrate what God has done through our 40 Days of Community Campaign!
Q:  Is this Campaign something I can bring my seeker-friends to, or is it strictly targeted at believers?

A:  This Campaign will have a powerful impact on both seekers and believers alike. The fundamental question of the Campaign, "What on earth are WE here for?" is an ideal starting place for seekers. Everyone wants to know why we were put on this earth.  Our answers will be found in our weekend services, our daily readings and our weekly small group lessons. If you haven’t joined a small group yet, you will have a chance to connect with one for six weeks to participate in this campaign designed to cultivate a deeper spirit of harmony, love, and appreciation for each other and to help you understand where you fit in with the vision and mission of our church. 
Q: I hear the word “campaign” and think fundraising.  Will I be asked to contribute extra money to a cause? 

A:  The primary focus of the 40 Days of Community Campaign is to encourage our congregation to work together and extend our influence within our church family and in to our community with individual and group outreach projects. Pastor _________ and our Campaign Team will decide how this influence will best be accomplished through our church.

Q:  Do we still need help on the Campaign Team?

A:  Of course! The most important area we need help with is prayer! Without the prayers of our people, the Campaign will be just a set of activities. Pray together with us for the impact of the Campaign on the lives of our people and our church. Beyond prayer, here are the areas where we could still use some help:

(fill in your own list)

