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Host Homes

Host Home Pulpit Announcements

#1.  Make this pulpit announcement 6 weeks before the Campaign.

This [month] we will be having a spiritual growth Campaign called 40 Days of Community at our church.  This Campaign is designed to answer the question, “What on earth are WE here for?” The events of the Campaign will give us opportunities to not only learn about why God calls us to be connected in community with each other, but why it is also important to serve our community together through the 5 purposes. One of the most exciting aspects of this Campaign is the opportunity to do a service project in our city with your small group.  For six weeks the small groups will gather in homes, watch and discuss a weekly video teaching session with Pastor Rick Warren, the author of The Purpose Driven Life, then you will take action on what you are learning by doing a community service project together. 

Right now, we are looking for Host Homes where groups can meet to go through this six-week Bible study together. We want to have enough homes so that EVERYONE – that’s 100% of our congregation – can be in a small group study. That means we need ______ homes!  Will you consider opening your home to a group for the Campaign?  

Here’s what you DON’T need in order to become a Host Home:

You don’t need to be a Bible scholar – Rick Warren does all the teaching, and all you have to do is push play!

You don’t need to be a born leader – if you’ve never led a group discussion before and want to give it a try, the video gives coaching tips to the hosts, and the discussion guide gives you step-by-step instructions to follow.  If you don’t feel comfortable leading a group, we’ll assign a discussion leader to your home, and all you have to do is provide the home!

You don’t need to have a decorator home – people aren’t coming to look at your home or eat a big meal (although a few snacks would be nice!). People in our church want to connect with each other in a deeper way, and we need Hosts who are willing to exercise the gift of hospitality and just provide a place. It doesn’t even have to be in a home – you could host a group at work, at a recreation center, or at school! The only requirement is that you have a TV and a VCR or DVD player.  

You don’t have to be a church member – If you are not a member, we will assign a member to your home to lead the discussion, but you can still open your home and host a group. This might be the time you’ve been waiting for to join our church!

We are excited as we envision our entire congregation connecting on a deeper level, and the impact this could have on our church and our community! We really are BETTER TOGETHER.  The 40 Days of Community Campaign will run for six weeks, from [dates]. We have prepared answers to some Frequently-Asked Questions for Host Homes that you may pick up at The CommUNITY Center, which is the central clearing-house for information about the 40 Days of Community Campaign and will be open every week from now until the end of the Campaign.  If you know that you would like to be a Host Home, please complete the Host Home Sign-up Card in your bulletin (show card), and either place it in the offering or take it to The CommUNITY Center after the service.

#2.  Make this pulpit announcement 5 weeks before the Campaign.

We are getting ready for the 40 Days of Community Campaign coming up [give dates], and we are excited about the potential of this Campaign to be a rallying point for our church and for our spiritual growth.  

The 40 Days of Community Campaign is designed answer the question, “What on earth are WE here for?” and it does so using four key strategies:

· Weekly sermons that explain the importance of living out the 5 purposes in community.
· Daily devotionals and journaling exercises to promote spiritual discipline in the 40 Days of Community workbook
· A 40 Days of Community six-week small group Bible study.
· 6 scripture memory verses relative to each week’s teaching.

Last week, we started asking people to offer to host a 40 Days of Community small group in their homes, and already we have ______ hosts signed up!  But we need more.  We want to have enough homes so that EVERYONE in our congregation can be in a small group study. That means we need ______ more homes!  Will you consider opening your home to a group for the Campaign?  We really ARE better together.
Here’s what you DON’T need in order to become a Host Home:

You don’t need to be a Bible scholar – Rick Warren does all the teaching in a series of six video teaching sessions, and all you have to do is push play! 
You don’t need to be a born leader – if you’ve never led a group discussion before and want to give it a try, the video gives coaching tips to the hosts, and the discussion guide gives you step-by-step instructions to follow.  If you don’t feel comfortable leading a group, we’ll assign a discussion leader to your home, and all you have to do is provide the home!

You don’t need to have a decorator home – people aren’t coming to look at your home or eat a big meal (although a few snacks wouldn’t hurt!). People in our church want to connect with each other in a deeper way, and we need Hosts who are willing to exercise the gift of hospitality and just provide a place. It doesn’t even have to be in a home – you could host a group at work, at a recreation center, or at school! The only requirement is that you have a TV and a VCR or DVD player.  

You don’t have to be a church member – If you are not a member, we will assign a member to your home to lead the discussion, but you can still open your home and host a group. This might be the time you’ve been waiting for to join our church!  

You don’t have to be unattached to a group right now – In fact, if you’re in a small group already, we are asking your group to split up for the six weeks of the Campaign, and each of you host a group in your own homes. We need hosts who have experience being in a small group. So the next time your group meets, discuss dividing temporarily, just for the duration of the Campaign, in order to spread the blessing of being in a small group to other people in our congregation and in our neighborhoods. 

We are excited as we envision our entire congregation growing together with the focus of love for one another at the center of their lives. Imagine when we are operating “better together”, the impact this could have on our church and our community! The 40 Days of Community Campaign will run for six weeks, from [dates]. If you have questions about being a Host Home, pick up this FAQ sheet The CommUNITY Center. If you want to sign up to be a Host, complete this card in your bulletin (show card), then place it in the offering or take it to The CommUNITY Center.

#3.  Make this pulpit announcement 4 weeks before the Campaign.  If this is your Kick-Off weekend, see below.
Our 40 Days of Community Campaign is coming, and we are thrilled about all the Hosts that are stepping forward to offer their homes during the Campaign for people to meet and watch the weekly Bible lesson and discuss “What on earth are WE here for?”  This is one of life’s most basic questions. Everyone wants to know the answer. Already we are hearing stories about hosts who have started to invite people they never thought would come to such a group, and they are coming! We are still looking for Host Homes, or for discussion leaders who will assist the Host by leading the discussion after the group watches the video teaching. 

Here’s all you need to become a Host Home:

· A TV and a VCR or DVD player, and a place to watch it in. This could be your home, your office, your gym, or some people have even held lunch-time groups in their video-equipped minivans!
· Willingness to call interested people in your area whose names we will give you, or to invite people in your circle of influence.

· Willingness to try leading a discussion, or to share the responsibility with a discussion leader. You don’t have to be a church member to host a group, but you do have to be a church member to lead the discussion.  

· If you’re already in a small group, you’ve got just the experience we need. I challenge you to disband your group temporarily for the Campaign, and each of you become a Host Home!

We’re still looking for ______ more homes and leaders.   Sign up on the Host Home Sign-up Card today (show card), and either drop it in the offering, or take it to The CommUNITY Center after the service.  Host a group and find out first-hand why we are “better together”.
#3.  If this is your Kick-Off weekend, make this announcement:

The long-awaited Campaign Kick-Off is finally here!  The Campaign Kick-Off is a nationally-viewed message by Rick Warren, the author of the book The Purpose Driven Life. The Campaign Kick-Off will be held this weekend, [date/time/location], and includes not only a great message by Rick Warren, but some wonderful music as well. This is a great way to jump-start the Campaign, and it will be exciting to get a glimpse of what is in store for us over the six weeks of the campaign. This is such an important event that we are…[give details of your plans for the event, such as meal, theme, babysitting, etc.] It is one of the most important events we will do all year here at [name of church], so don’t miss out on this great kickoff to the 40 Days of Community Campaign.

For the next 3 weeks (Weeks 3, 2, and 1 before the Campaign), announce the sign-ups for participants who wish to join a small group.  Use the announcements in the Weekend Services series, “Campaign is Coming – 5 Pulpit Announcements”.   

#4. Make this announcement Week 1 of the Campaign.

· Are you looking for a place to belong?

· Would you like to find some friends and study the Bible together?

· Do you want to take your relationship with Christ to a deeper level?

Whether you are single, married, divorced, male, female, with or without kids, young or young at heart, you are “better together”! There is a small group for you, and they start meeting this week in various Host Homes throughout our area.  This is only a short-term 6-week commitment. Joining this interactive study allows for a deeper understanding of God’s desire for us to live our life in community, not alone.
If you would like to find a group, visit The CommUNITY Center after the service to locate a Host Home in your area. Then contact the host of the group you wish to join, and you’ll be just in time to meet with them when they start up this week!
#5.  Make this pulpit announcement Week 2 of the Campaign.

During this past week, ____ small groups met in our Host Homes for their first week of the 40 Days of Community Bible study.  If you missed out, you still have a chance to join a group! Turn to the flyer in your bulletins (hold up sample) and you will see on the back the list of all the 40 Days of Community groups you can choose from. These groups just had their first meeting last week, and they will be meeting five more times to explore, “What on earth are WE here for?” If you would like an opportunity to try out a small group, and if you DON’T want to miss out on doing our missions project, you can still join any of these groups for the rest of the 40 Days of Community Campaign. Simply telephone the group leader of your choice, find out where the next meeting will be held, and join in! 

