Weekly Leadership Prayer Updates

15 Emails or Handouts

Email or give as a half-sheet handout to your church leadership, 

to unify them in prayer before and during the Campaign. Adjust the timing of these requests based on your Kick-Off schedule and other variables that can be customized by your church.
Email or hand out 8 Weeks before the Campaign
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 Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: GOD’S POWER THROUGH PRAYER

· Pray that the 40 Days of Community will be a defining time in the journey of our church, small groups, and neighborhoods.

· Pray that this spiritual growth Campaign will deepen our church’s faith and prayer life.

· Pray for the coming harvest of changed lives.

· Pray that our prayers will touch the fuse of God’s power and we will see spectacular things happen during the 40 days.

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  

James 5:16b (niv)

“Whenever God determines to do a great work, he first sets his people to pray.”  

   C.H. Spurgeon
Email or hand out 7 Weeks before the Campaign 
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: GOD’S PROTECTION

· Pray for physical protection and good health for all leaders and their families, as well as all participants and their families, during the 40 Days of Community.
· Pray for God’s protection against distractions, worries, problems, and concerns – to enable everyone involved to focus completely on what God has for them during the Campaign.

· Pray for God’s protection against discouragement for our pastors and leaders, as seemingly impossible tasks mount prior to the Campaign beginning.
“Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you. For surely, O Lord, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.” 

Psalm 5:11-12 (niv)

“If you have so much business to attend to that you have no time to pray, depend upon it, you have more business on hand than God ever intended you should have.”

   D.L. Moody

Email or hand out 6 Weeks before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: THE CAMPAIGN TEAM

· Pray for each person involved in the leadership and inner workings of the 40 Days of Community to rely on God’s sufficiency and strength.

· Pray for unity, harmony, and lasting friendships to develop among team members.

· Pray that the families of all pastors, staff, and lay leaders on the Campaign Team will be prayerful and supportive during this busy season.

· Pray for the effective communication of plans between the Campaign leaders and the church staff and ministry leaders.

· Pray for God’s anointing power to accomplish great things through each team member.

“And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”  

2 Corinthians 12:9 (nasb)

“One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.”  

Psalm 145:4 (niv)

"Praying with a burden is probably the most neglected aspect of prayer.  As a result, we often pray burdenless prayers.  We repeat the same old requests over and over, but with no heart or sense of urgency.”  

Charles F. Stanley
Email or hand out 5 Weeks before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: THE KICK-OFF EVENT

· Pray that the Kick-Off message will be one of God’s catalysts that will ignite enthusiasm, participation, and commitment during the 40 Days of Community.  

· Pray for all the churches worldwide that are participating in the Campaign, that their Kick-Off event will go extremely well. 

· Pray for the response of people to the appeal for Host Homes, that God would move in hearts and cause a groundswell of response to this challenge.  

“But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations.”  

Psalm 33:11 (niv)

“Tomorrow I plan to work, work from early until late.  In fact, I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.”  

M. Luther

Email or hand out 4 Weeks before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: GOD’S PROVISIONS

· Pray that God will provide the energy, time, and endurance for all tasks to be done in preparation for the 40 Days of Community.

· Pray that God will provide the needed volunteers to make each Campaign event successful.

· Pray that God will provide our church with all of the material resources needed to facilitate this Campaign. 

· Pray that God will provide unity among leaders and ministries in our church, as they give their time and adjust their schedules to meet deadlines.

“And not because we think we can do anything of lasting value by ourselves.  Our only power and success comes from God.”  

2 Corinthians 3:5 (NLT)
“Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God's infinite grace and power. All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer.”

   R. A. Torrey

Email or hand out 3 Weeks before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: GOD’S PRESENCE – National Campaign Day of Prayer

· Pray that the Holy Spirit will confirm in each life that He is present and has called each person to participate during the 40 Days of Community.

· Pray that those who are discouraged would be encouraged by a new understanding of how to live life in community with others.

· Pray for those who are emotionally, physically, and spiritually weary, to experience renewed strength and healing.

· Pray for the National Campaign Day of Prayer & Fasting to be a day of deep heart preparation for this campaign.

“Looking upon them, Jesus said, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.’”  

Mark 10:27 (nasb)

“Let it be your business every day, in the secrecy of the inner chamber, to meet the holy God.  You will be repaid for the trouble it may cost you.  The reward will be sure and rich.”  

A. Murray 

Email or hand out 2 Weeks before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: GOD’S PREPARATION – Pre-Campaign Weekend
· Pray for the preparation of each person’s heart for what God desires to do in each life during the 40 Days of Community.

· Pray for the spiritual preparation of our pastors and leaders – for their time of prayerful solitude and fresh times in God’s Word.

· Pray that each person’s prayer time would be the most important time of preparation for the Campaign.

· Pray for the logistics of the distribution of materials to the hosts, for a smooth operation and great anticipation of this time of “community”.

“Give yourselves to God…surrender your whole being to him to be used for righteous purposes.”   

Romans 6:13 (tev)

“The work of praying is prerequisite to all other work in the kingdom of God.  By prayer we couple the powers of heaven to our helplessness, the powers which can capture strongholds and make the impossible possible.”  

O. Hallesby

Email or hand out 1 Week before the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: CAMPAIGN LAUNCH

· Pray that the first sermon will launch life-changing spiritual journeys.

· Pray that our pastors will communicate a compelling vision for community – deepening the sense of community within our church, and reaching out to the community around our church.

· Pray that the Host Home groups will draw together in community, and will be effective in serving together on the missions project.    

· Pray that each person’s life will be enriched through the small group experience; that each will see the value of being better together.
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.”  

Romans 12:10 (niv)

“There is no power like that of prevailing prayer.  It turns ordinary mortals into men of power.  It brings power.  It brings fire.  It brings life.  It brings God.”  

Samuel Chadwick

Email or hand out Week 1 of the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus:  READING OF THE DEVOTIONAL, 


WHAT ON EARTH ARE WE HERE FOR? 
· Pray for the distribution of What On Earth Are We Here For? – that the book will reach each person God intended it to reach.

· Pray for each person’s commitment to read the devotional book daily for 40 days.

· Pray that the reading of the book will be a grace-filled turning point in the spiritual growth of each person. 

· Pray that all readers will reflect on their church and community lives, and act on what the Holy Spirit reveals to them.

“In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.”  

Psalm 5:3 (niv)

“Avoid every tendency away from the simplicity of relationship to God in Christ Jesus, and then prayer will be as the breath of the lungs in a healthy body.”  

O. Chambers

Email or hand out Week 2 of the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: “WE REACH OUT BETTER TOGETHER” 
 
 Missions Project
· Pray that our church members will surrender fully to doing their part to fulfill God’s Great Commission in their generation.
· Pray for our members to devote their lives to telling their personal story of the life-changing power of a relationship with Jesus Christ.
· Pray that all churches will be inspired to reach out to their own communities with the Good News.
· Pray that the Mission Projects at our church will encourage everyone to become involved in outreach to our community and world.
“And God has given us the privilege of urging everyone to come into His favor and be reconciled to Him…This is the wonderful message He has given us to tell others.  We are Christ’s ambassadors.”  

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (lb)

“Every step in the progress of missions is directly traceable to prayer.”  

A.T. Pierson
Email or hand out Week 3 of the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: “WE FELLOWSHIP BETTER TOGETHER”
· Pray that our church members will love each other with the deep love of Christ, as they socialize together, study together, serve together, and learn to help each other through times of suffering.

· Pray that the harvest will be plentiful – that those in our neighborhoods who are spiritually lost will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

· Pray that the 40 Days of Community will encourage many to become committed to our church family, to take the steps of membership, and to follow Christ’s example and be baptized.

· Pray for unity and harmony in the new small groups.

· Pray that those who visit our church will be warmly welcomed.  Pray that they   will return and get connected into long-lasting, loving relationships.

“You are member of God’s very own family…and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.”  

Ephesians 2:19 (lb)

“The Christian who is not committed to a group of other believers for praying, sharing, and serving, so that he is known, as he knows others, is not an obedient Christian.  He is not in the will of God.  However vocal he may be in his theology, he is not obeying the Lord.”  

R. Ortland
Email or hand out Week 4 of the Campaign 
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: “WE GROW BETTER TOGETHER”
· Pray that God will prompt our members to help others in our church progress in their faith. Thank God for all the people who have had a part in helping you grow closer to Him.

· Pray that our members will be voices of encouragement and forgiveness to others. 

· Pray that the personal desire of each person will be to grow in godly character and in a deeper knowledge of God through His Word.

· Pray that participants in the 40 Days of Community will find a friend, mentor, prayer partner, or accountability partner who will help them pursue lifelong spiritual habits, like fasting, daily prayer time, Scripture memorization, spiritual journaling, tithing, surrender, and purity.

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ.”  

Philippians 1:9-11 (niv)

“Whatever happens, conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” 

Philippians 1:27 (niv)

“Like art, like music, like so many other disciplines, prayer can only be appreciated when you actually spend time in it. Spending time with the Master will elevate your thinking. The more you pray, the more will be revealed. You will understand. You will smile and nod your head as you identify with others who fight long battles and find great joy on their knees.” 

   Joni Eareckson Tada

Email or hand out Week 5 of the Campaign

[image: image13.jpg]o





Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: “WE MINISTER BETTER TOGETHER” 
Ministry Fair 
· Pray that all those involved in the 40 Days of Community will be refreshed, renewed, and revitalized for the ministry to which God has called them.

· Pray for the truth to be put into practice that “every ministry is important,” whether visible or behind the scenes.

· Pray that people will discover and use their spiritual gifts and abilities for God’s eternal purposes.

· Pray for each person to have a servant’s heart and serve wherever needed.

· Pray that the Ministry Fair will encourage everyone to become involved in ministry.

· Pray for ministry leaders to inspire and equip new volunteers as they shepherd them.

“…but serve the Lord with all your heart.”  

1 Samuel 12:20b (niv)

“But life is worth nothing unless I use if for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus Christ…” 

Acts 20:24 (nlt)

May our church be a “place where the hurting, the hopeless, the discouraged, the depressed, the frustrated and confused can find love, acceptance, guidance and encouragement.” ​​

R. Warren

Email or hand out Week 6 of the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: “WE WORSHIP BETTER TOGETHER”
· Pray that our unified praise and worship will rise as a sweet fragrance to our Lord.

· Pray that, as a result of God’s power during the 40 Days of Community, a deeper desire to magnify the Lord will arise in our church and in the churches of our nation and world.

· Pray that we will worship God by giving generously to the work of our church and to those in need.

· Pray for a commitment by each person to live a God-focused life of gratitude.
· Pray that our weekly day of rest will be a great example to those who so desperately need rest for their souls. 
“Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.”  

Psalm 34:3 (niv)

“Your prayers move God to change the world.  You may not understand the mystery of prayer.  You don’t need to.  But this much is clear:  Actions in heaven begin when someone prays on earth.  What an amazing thought!”  

M. Lucado

. 

Email or hand out Week 7 of the Campaign
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Leadership Prayer Update
This Week’s Prayer Focus: CELEBRATION 

· Pray for the grand finale celebration of our 40-day spiritual journey!

· Pray that Celebration Sunday will be an incredibly joyful time of testimonies of what God has done – not only in our church – but also in our lives, marriages, small groups, businesses, and neighborhoods during the Campaign.

· Pray that the 40 Days of Community will be a bridge event between a great work of God in people’s hearts and a great movement of God in the future of our churches worldwide.

· Pray for lasting, eternal fruit in transformed lives as a result of God’s abundant blessing on the 40 Days of Community.

“Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.”                       

Psalm 95:2 (niv) 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.”  

Ephesians 3:20-21 (nasb)

“The most holy practice, the nearest to daily life, and the most essential for the spiritual life, is the practice of the presence of God, that is to find joy in his divine company and to make it a habit of life, speaking humbly and conversing lovingly with him at all times, every moment, without rule or restriction, above all at times of temptation, distress, dryness, and revulsion, and even of faithlessness and sin.”

Brother Lawrence
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