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FOLLOWING GOD PRAYERFULLY AND PASSIONATELY! 
 

Wholeheartedly 
One of my favorite people in the Bible is Caleb.  
If you are not familiar with him, let me encourage you to read about his adventures in Numbers 13-14 and Joshua 14. 
Caleb was one of the twelve spies that Moses sent into the Promised Land. He was in the minority (with Joshua) when 
they returned with their reports. All the spies saw how big the people were and the obstacles in front of them. Only 
Joshua and Caleb saw their God as bigger and were excited to move! Because of Israel’s disobedience, they had to 
wander in the desert for 40 years (a year for every day they investigated). Decades later, upon arrival in the Promised 
Land, Caleb was not finished. He had more territory to conquer, the high ground that God had promised him, so many 
years before! Caleb still pushed forward while others retreated! 
Oh, to have the heart of Caleb! 
He was undivided in his purpose, in his enthusiasm, and in his will… the Scripture says that Caleb followed the Lord 
wholeheartedly! His spirit was different from most, he wanted to know God’s will and to obey! 

I have a piece of paper on my desk entitled Caleb’s Prayer, let me share it with now: 

 

Caleb’s Prayer 

1. Make me a leader among your people, despite my start in life (Num 13:1) 

2. Make me willing to stand for truth, even when outnumbered (Num 13-14) 

3. Grant me a courageous confidence in You and Your promises (Num 13:30) 

4. Help me refuse to see life through the eyes of men (Num 14:30-33) 

5. Cause me to grieve over the sins of my followers and intercede for them (Num 14:5-6) 

6. Teach me to know your presence which brings boldness and direction (Num 14:5-10) 

7. Place within me a different spirit (Num 14:24) 

8. Keep me from being fearful of the giants in my way (Josh 14:1-12) 

9. Cultivate within me a fresher and fresher faith as I grow older (Josh 14) 

10. Give me the guts to pray “Give me the land (Num 13:30) / Give me the high ground (Josh 14:11-12)” 

Every year at this time we celebrate Easter, the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Because He lives, we can face the giants.  

Because He lives, we can walk in faith even if the majority doubt and disobey.  

Because He lives, may we have the spirit of Caleb… wholehearted devotion! 

 

By His Grace! 

Pastor Byron 

Contact Pastor Byron at byron@fbcinverness.com 
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Worship Ministry 

10 Biblical Truths Christians Don't Really Believe 
 
[This article is excerpted from a published article. By Rev. Joe McKeever of 
Jackson, MS.] 
 
From the beginning, it seems, the Lord’s people tend to talk a better game 
than we live out. 

 
So many biblical truths look good on paper and sound great when we’re spouting them. And yet, judg-
ing by the way we live, the Lord’s people 
probably do not believe the following… 
 
1. God sends the pastor to the church.  
Churches survey their congregation to find the kind of pastor everyone wants in the next guy. People 
lobby for a candidate they like and rally against one they don’t. And they vote on the recommendation 
of their committee. And after he arrives, when some turn against him, they send him on his way. 
 
Do we really believe God sends pastors to churches? They are God’s under-shepherds (see 1 Peter 
5:1-4) and appointed by the Holy Spirit as overseers of the church (Acts 20:28). 
 
2. God hears our prayers, cares for our needs, and answers our prayers. 
In the typical congregation, what percentage of the people are serious about their prayer life? 
 
If we believed that God hears, cares, and answers, we would be praying over every detail of our lives. 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) would define our very existence. 
 
3. It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
God wants His people to be givers, generous in every area of life. As a member of the church, He 
wants us to be sacrificial givers. (See 1 Corinthians 8:1). 
 
Think how hard it is to get God’s people to turn loose of the almighty dollar. I know pastors who no  
longer preach on giving because they cannot take the criticism. (Acts 20:35, Luke 6:38, and Matthew 
6:19-20) 
 
4. We will stand before the Lord and give account of all we have done. 
If we believed that, imagine how differently we would live. A lot of church leaders would deal with their 
pastors a lot more carefully than they do now. The power-brokers who rule their churches clearly do not 
know, believe, or care that they will be brought into judgment for their actions. (See Matthew 12:36,  
Romans 14:12 and 1 Peter 4:5.) 
 
5. God’s people are to obey their leaders. 
“The very idea!”, I can hear some saying. Even if they know Hebrews 13:17, they conveniently ignore it. 
They do so to their own detriment. 
 
The fact is our members obey their leaders so long as they agree with them. But let the leader ask of 
them something they don’t want to do, and they bail out. 
 
6. Pastors will give account to the Lord for their members. 
That’s Hebrews 13:17 also. If pastors genuinely believed they would have be called to account for  
every member, they would do a lot of things differently. They would work at knowing each person, 
would be monitoring the spiritual development of each member, and planning ways to grow disciples 
and put them to work. They would develop accountability methodologies, mentoring programs, and 
such. And I guarantee you, most would be hoping for smaller congregations. 

 

Continued on Page 3. 

Birthdays 
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Allwood, Debi   4/1 
Crosswhite, Lou Anne  4/2 
Hill, Wayne    4/2 
Snyder, Jean   4/2 
Teegarden, Austin   4/2 
Johnson, Elliott   4/3 
Akins, Kaici    4/4 
Edwards, Chanel   4/4 
Gibson, Betty   4/4 
Linley-Harris, Nancy  4/5 
Chavez, Richard   4/6 
Kehr, Noah    4/6 
McGahey, Marjorie  4/6 
Wear, Lory    4/8 
Rollason, Linda   4/9 
Sculthorpe, Rosie   4/10 
Smith, Rodney   4/11 
Honeycutt, Mike   4/14 
Swartzfager, Hayley  4/14 
Carter, Jacob   4/15 

Foster, Tim    4/16 
Phillips, Mark   4/16 
Thomas, Amber   4/16 
Dunnigan, Maleichi   4/19 
Smith, Marilyn   4/20 
White, Larry   4/20 
Durrett, Ray   4/21 
Winders, Hayley   4/21 
Wilson, Matthew   4/22 
Butzer, Eileen   4/23 
Morelli, Jenny   4/23 
Perdue, Helen   4/24 
Portillo Castillo, Victoria  4/24 
Boyles, Martha   4/26 
Brady, Bailey   4/27 
Leith, Barbara   4/27 
Allen, JoEllen   4/28 
Fricano, Ronda   4/28 
Kaiser, Richard   4/28 
Trapp, Jarrod   4/30 

New Members 
Gabino & Victoria Portillo Castillo 

David Posadny 
Franee McGahey 

Suzi Gemmell 

Welcome To The Family 

Easter Events 

Journey To The Cross 
April 6th & 7th 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Journey to the Cross is an interactive experience detailing the last 
days in the life of Jesus. Your “walk through Jerusalem” may take  

45 minutes, but can take longer if you choose to take time in thought 
and prayer. Join us for this journey. 

 

Community Sunrise Service at Liberty Park  
Sunday, April 9th 7:00 a.m. (Bring a folding chair) 

 

Easter Sunday Service, Musical, & Baptism at First Baptist Church 
Sunday, April 9th at 10:30 a.m. 

(There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday.) 
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Giving February 2023 
Operating Revenue   $78,284.92 
Operating Expense   $44,394.28 
     $33,890.64 

Financial Updates 

Thank You Notes 

Memorials & Honors 
In Memory of Robin Moffat 
For:  General Fund 
From:  Jerry & Suzanne McFarlin 
From:  Albert & Marilyn Jordan 
From:  Kelly Klein 
From:  Janet Beal 
 

For: Missions 
From:  Flo Hayward 
 

For:  Mailbox Bible Club 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 
From:  Ray & LaVerne Morrison 
 

For:  Annie Armstrong 
From:  Liz Cooper 

To Our Church Family: 
 Our family feels loved & privileged to have such a supportive church family. 
 Your kindness & support to our family during this sad time was very special to us. 
 The service was very moving & such a comfort. 
 The after service meal was prepared & presented with so much care. Many thanks to the 
ones who cooked the food & served us so efficiently. 
 All your efforts helped our family to cope with what was a difficult day for us & your  
kindness well never be forgotten. 
 Many thanks for all the personal cards & messages received from all of our church  
family. 
 
Love in Christ, 
The Parris & Gormsen Family 

In Memory of Carl Parris 
For:  Missions 
From:  Flo Hayward 

In Memory of Ray Cooper 
For:  Mail Box Bible Club 
From:  Ray & LaVerne Morrison 
 

For:  Annie Armstrong 
From:  Liz Cooper 

Giving Year to Date 2023 
Operating Revenue   $153,504.43 
Operating Expense   $109,025.07 
     $  44,479.36 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the prayers, cards, and your kind words during my mother’s illness and after she 
passed away. I appreciate your thoughtfulness and the love you have shown me very much.  
Debbie Jolly 
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Continued from Page 2. 
 
7. Whoever would be great, let him be the servant. 
Jesus said a ton of things about service, including “I am among you as One who serves.” He said the 
path to greatness is through service. And He said it’s the way of the unsaved world to want to dominate 
people and lord it over them. And yet, only a tiny fraction of His people believe that. We still want to be 
elected to leadership positions without having to do the hard work of serving. And when we do elect 
people to serve–we call them deacons–in most cases, they quickly grow bored serving and want to rule 
and start giving the pastors headaches. (See Luke 22:24.) 
 
8. Turn the other cheek. Go the second mile. And unrealistic stuff like that. 
Jesus didn’t hesitate to lay down rules which (ahem) real-world people scoff at. Such as turning the  
other cheek when someone hits you, giving them your shirt when they steal your coat, and loving your 
enemies. That’s all found in Luke 6:27 and several other places. 
 
“That’s for the super-spiritual”, the typical church member insists. And since I could never be  
super-spiritual, I’m going to retaliate when someone does me wrong. In so doing, our role model  
becomes more Clint Eastwood (“Go ahead; make my day!”) than the Man of Galilee (“Father, forgive 
them; they know not what they do.”). 
 
9. Rather than taking one another to court, God’s people should endure wrong. 
It says it right there in 1 Corinthians 6:7. “But I have my rights”, insists the church member. Clearly, the 
honor of Christ and the glory of God matter far less than getting even with someone who has done us 
wrong. 
 
10. Worship is about God, about bringing ourselves and our offerings to Him, and not about us. 
The deacon prays before the sermon, “Lord, help us get something out of this service today.” After 
church, people heading to the parking lot remark on whether they “got anything out of that.” One church 
member was heard to say, “A 20 minute sermon? For that, I got dressed up and drove 15 miles?” 
 
Our people seem not to have a clue that worship is about the Lord and not them. They actually do  
believe that it’s to meet their needs, to give them warm feelings inside, and to prepare them for the 
week ahead. Yet, there is not a single word in Scripture to indicate this. 
 
Want a text? Try the entire 150th Psalms for starters. But start with Psalm 96:8, “Ascribe to the Lord the 
glory of His name; bring an offering and come into His court.” 
 
The point being… 
We have so far to go to become Christ-like, spiritual, scriptural, and mature. 
 
The person Christ is making us into is light years beyond the carnal, immature, self-centered persons 
we are at this moment. 
 
The first step toward becoming what God wants us to be is acknowledging how far short we fall. I  
fear we are more like the Pharisee of Luke 18:9-14 whose prayer was thanking the Lord for all the  
achievements he had accomplished, when we should pray like the publican who said, “God, be merciful 
to me the sinner.” 
 
Start there… “Lord, your ways are not mine, and I say that to my shame. As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, your ways are beyond mine.” (Isaiah 55). 
 
And then, “Help me, Lord. Show me. Search me and try me.” (Psalm 139). 
 
Selah, 
Pastor John 
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March has come and gone! April here we go! 
Sunday school for kids is at 9am Sunday morning! Lots of 
fun and learning is happening, so come join us! 
Our Upward season may be done for the year but what 
these kids learned about Jesus will be with them for far 
longer! 

 

VBS is fast approaching! July 17th-21st 2023! We are engaged in an epic battle for 
the hearts and minds of our youth. Every day, they’re bombarded with lies about 
who they are, who their Creator is, and where their salvation comes from.  
Thankfully, God has given his children armor to wear in this battle between truth 
and lies, light and darkness, good and evil. 
With this VBS, your kids will learn how they can be part of God’s kingdom 
through salvation in his Son and will be equipped with the armor of God to  
become Keepers of the Kingdom and stand strong in today’s battle for truth. If 
you have an interest in helping, please contact Sarah Stalnaker for more  
information. 
 

We are going through our new lesson, called “Created New.” A rugged cross: the 
old is gone. An empty grave: the new has come. Because of Jesus, we are made 
new! During this series, we will lead kids through the story of redemption—a  
story that began at creation and the fall, climaxed at the crucifixion and  
resurrection of Jesus, and continues through all who walk in new identities as 
God’s children! Easter isn’t merely an ancient story disconnected from our  
modern reality. 
The story of Easter reaches into our lives and changes the very core of who we 
are! 
 

We would like to remind all our volunteers that we will have a department meeting 
on the last Sunday of every month, immediately following service. We strongly 
encourage everyone to attend, if possible. 
A huge thank you to everyone for your support. 
 

We would like to invite you to be in prayer for the children to hear the message, 
our volunteers to teach the message, and most importantly, that we all keep 
Christ the center of our life. 
If you have a heart and a passion for the Children’s Ministry, please contact Sarah 
Stalnaker for more information. 
 
Following God Prayerfully and Passionately 
 
The Children’s Ministry Leadership Team 
 
Sarah Stalnaker     Anne Almand     Tina Mansfield     Toni Maynor 

ChildrenÕs Ministry 
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As I was reading the Women’s Ministry Prayer Focus for 
today (March 20), I was reminded of the power of God – His 
Omnipotence. We were reminded to watch God work His 
miracles in our own personal life, in the lives of our family, 
in the lives of our friends and in the life of our church. We 
were also invited to participate in His miracles as He  

directs and allows. I’m so excited to see the miracles God has prepared for our 
church as we surrender to His leadership. Will you join me in prayer and in being 
an active member of this local body of believers? (If you do not receive the daily 
prayer focus either by email or by letter, please contact Jana Morgan at  
580-467-6106 and leave a message.) 
 
April showers bring May flowers is the rhyme but our Women’s Ministry is all 
about the blossoming of relationships no matter the month. Mothers and  
daughters of all ages are invited to our Mother-Daughter Tea on April 22. Jo Woody 
will be our speaker for the event! For those who don’t know her, she is a much 
loved former member of this church. We call her back at every opportunity and ask 
her to impart her wisdom from God’s Word. You’ll be treated to some delicious  
delicacies as well as fantastic fellowship around the table. All mothers and  
daughters from 6 years to 106 are invited to come. Please request childcare if 
needed. If you don’t have a mother or a daughter close enough to bring, adopt 
one. Bring someone who has been a positive influence in your life. If no one 
comes to mind, I know you are a daughter of the Most High King. We’ll celebrate 
that relationship! Just come. Sign-up sheets will be available at the welcome desk 
on April 9.  
 
There will be no Women’s Thursday Bible Study on March 30, April 6, and April 13. 
It will resume meeting  on Thursday, April 20. 

WomenÕs Ministry 

Continued from Page 8. 

Here’s the good news. I believe the Lord and His Word can change even people with drug addictions! For 
example, the statistics above were in the context of a discussion with a former heroin addict that was  
liberated and is now living by the light of the Word and in full-time ministry. The gospel penetrates a soul 
wracked by substance abuse and shines light to draw precious people to be followers of the Lord. 
 
Much more could be written to answer the question, “Why biblical counseling?” but these two points are 
foundational. Both the living Word and the living gospel penetrate the dark issues of the soul. God is 
speaking and God is changing people.  
 
Reach out for help. Contact Jim Johnson at 904-704-8260 / john3279@bellsouth.net with Biblical Coun-
seling Ministry or Pastor Byron Brown at 352-726-1252. / byron@fbcinverness.com 
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Biblical Counseling 
                Why Biblical Counseling? 
 
Light in Darkness, by Dr. Ernie Baker, Pastor of Counseling and Discipleship 
 
I like flashlights. I have big flashlights and little ones. There is one in my 
truck and a few in the nightstand by the bed. Some are bright and some 
need new batteries! One flashlight in particular has come in handy many 

times. It is a big heavy one that takes large batteries; and when the batteries are fresh, it beams like 
headlights on a car and lights up much of our dark backyard. 
 

We live in a time, both locally and internationally, where it seems like the darkness is overwhelming and 
we desperately need light. Whether it is political tenseness, hearing about yet another marriage that is in 
trouble, or getting the latest statistics on the opioid crisis, the darkness can feel oppressive. I’m thankful 
to have light in the midst of darkness. This is not a weak light needing new batteries. It is a penetrating 
light that can take the fears of the unknown night away and light a path so we can safely walk. 
 

Why biblical counseling? In the midst of cultural darkness, we have reliable light from God. 
 

The nature of God’s Word is light. 
 

There is much confusion about how to handle the issues of life. Whether it’s relational conflict or  
substance abuse, there is not unity on the best approach for help. Into this confusion God’s Word brings 
clarity. Psalm 119:130 says, “The unfolding of Your words gives light….” And it is a, “lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path” (ESV, Psalm 119:105). God speaks into confusion. We have truth in a world of 
theory. 
 

Scripture also claims that this light is the living voice of God in the midst of worldwide darkness. God is 
still speaking through His Word. Hebrews 4:12 states, “The word of God is living….” Since we believe in 
the doctrine of inspiration, we believe that the Bible is “God breathed.” It is his breath, and breath  
represents life. As the Soul Care pastors of the 1600’s said, “What God’s Word says, God is saying.” 
 

Whether it is emotional or relational issues, God speaks to it. If there is a question of right or wrong, 
Scripture speaks. If there is hopelessness, God speaks. If there is fear, God speaks. If there is an  
enslaving habit, God speaks. If there is a question on raising children, God, the Creator of children, 
speaks. God is actively speaking. In fact, the darker the night, the brighter the light of God’s Word 
shines! 
 

It is not just light, it is living light. Since it is the light of the all-powerful God of the universe, think  
lightning, not flashlight! 
 

The nature of the gospel is light. 
 

In addition to Scripture being light, the gospel is, too. Paul says, when speaking about the gospel, “Light 
shall shine out of darkness” (2 Corinthians 4:6). Our Lord said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever  
follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
 

Since the gospel is not just a message to believe but a person to follow, when someone experiences 
saving faith, the master begins to change his or her life (see Matthew 11:28-30). Through regeneration 
(being “born again,” John 3:3), a power is unleashed in his or her life. As a person applies the living 
Word of God to his life, his desires and habits begin to change through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
loving one-anothering of a church (Galatians 6:1-2). 
 

Allow me to close with just one illustration of how light can penetrate the darkness of a national crisis. I 
was told recently that one hospital in our area has ten overdoses a day! I was then told by a funeral 
home owner that he has three-to-five funerals monthly because of overdoses. He then added there are 
21 funeral homes in our city. That equates to somewhere between 60 to 100 deaths a month related to 
substance abuse. This is really bad news. 
 

 
Continued on Page 9 
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Words cannot express the gratitude your Blessings teams 
feel for the most generous monetary donations, as well as 
the donations of peanut butter and jelly, to help feed less  
fortunate students at Pleasant Grove Elementary and two 
other schools on the weekends. You are an amazingly caring 
congregation! We continue to collect and distribute and  

appreciate any PB & J (plastic containers only) brought to the church (collection 
basket in the church foyer or church office), and look forward to continuing this 
ministry. We seem to be short of jelly most of the time, so please add it to your 
grocery list—thank you. Questions, contact Marilyn Jordan at 352-726-1658 or  
Dick Elliott at 612-916-8033. 

Hello everyone! 
God is good! I hope everyone enjoyed the Missions Fair last 
month and learned more about different opportunities we 
have, as a church and personally! More updates and  
information about these opportunities will be coming! 
I ask that everyone please pray with us! God will open and 

close doors, we just need to be faithful in our steps and are glorifying Him! I’m 
very excited to see whatever God has in store for us! 
If you have any questions about anything Missions, please reach out to  
Sarah Stalnaker at sarah@fbcinverness.com. 

Missions 

Citrus County Blessings 

SamaritanÕs Purse Operation Christmas Child 
Remember God sent us Jesus….John 3::16....Jesus sends 
us….Mark 16:15 
You know you can help send the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the "Ends of the Earth" without leaving your home!!! We do 
this with every shoebox we pack! 
Shoeboxes go to some of the hardest to reach places on 

earth. Deep jungles, steep mountain villages, city slums, one of over 1000 Pacific 
Islands and to Indian Reservations right here in America! 
Thanks to your generous donations and prayers we will be able to introduce many 
more children (and their families and friends) to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
Continue to bring your donations and join us each Thursday and 12 noon to  
prepare for our fall packing party and to pack shoeboxes! 
May God bless each of you for your help in sending the Gospel of Jesus to the 
Ends of the Earth! 
For information or to share your ideas contact Sandy Watson 863-261-3119 or 
sandywatson44@gmail.com 
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Data for February 2023 
     This ministry originally provided Bible lessons to 
those who are incarcerated in jails and prisons around 
our nation. The ministry has expanded to include any 
child or adult who is interested in completing the lessons 
to learn more about our Lord. 

     All students are given a prayer request form in every packet. These requests are 
read, prayed over, typed, and sent via email to prayer warriors throughout our 
church and community. If you would like to become a prayer warrior, please send 
an email to jana.r.morg@gmail.com.  
    This month our volunteers graded 418 lessons for 298 active students. The  
Mailbox Club awarded 25 certificates this month to students who completed one 
course of lessons and moved to the next set of lessons.  Students who complete 
the first two courses of lessons are sent a Bible to help them continue to grow in 
their knowledge of our Lord! The bell is rung during our church service on  
Sundays for every student who accepts Jesus!  We pray that the bell will continue 
to ring as the Mailbox Bible Club continues to reach children and adults across the 
United States. 
    We continue to receive reports from the detention center in Eagle Pass, Texas.  
Chaplain Jay reported that several of the men have been released to await further 
immigration processing and they are now going into their ethnic communities to 
spread the gospel.  The Lord is literally scattering them out across the country and 
the men are excited about being used by God to reach their family and friends.   

Ministry of Warmth 

Greetings from Ministry of Warmth! 
 

We are ever thankful for God’s love toward us and His  
precious son Jesus, our Savior. Yet, there are those who 
have never heard of God’s good news of salvation for them. 
 

In preparation for Journey to the Cross, we will not meet March 30, April 6, and 
April 13. We will resume meeting April 20. 
 

Come and join us as we knit and crochet items for the Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes and for local projects. 
 

We meet every Thursday afternoon form 2:00—4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. For 
more information or questions, please contact Willie Howe at 352-726-1252. 
 

Have a blessed Easter! 
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Prayer 
Does Prayer Work? 
 

YES! 
 

How many times have you asked yourself this  
question? How many times have you wondered if God 

is actually listening to your prayers? When this happens to you, look to the  
scriptures.  It is all there. God does not say “if” you pray, He says “When” you 
pray. As Corrie Ten Boom said: “Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an  
appointment with the Lord and keep it. A man is powerful on his knees.” 
 

1 John 5:14-15 “This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything  
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears whatever we ask, 
we know that we have what we have asked of him.” 
 

God is by your side always listening to your prayers. He will answer your prayers 
according to His ways. God’s power to change lives surpasses all human power 
and understanding. 
 

Through prayer, God will be your shelter and strength. 

Israel Trip 

Price:  $4,725 per person double occupancy ($1,110 supplement for single room) 
Price Includes: 
· Roundtrip coach airfare from JFK 
· Hotel accommodations in double room 
· All meals included 
· Entrance fees to all sites on the itinerary 
· English speaking guide 
· Transportation in modern air-conditioned motor coach with Wi-Fi. 

More information, registration forms, and Terms & Conditions  
forms are available in the foyer. 

The deadline to sign-up for the Israel Trip is June 30th.  
Half of the money is also due by July 15th and the last half is due by October 15th. 

Please contact Pastor Byron at byron@fbcinverness if you have any questions.  


