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FOLLOWING GOD PRAYERFULLY AND PASSIONATELY!   

 

“The Breaking of Bread” (Part 1) 
 
The year 2022 is all about Acts 2:42. 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to 
prayer.” 
 
My hope is that we as a church will focus on each of the 4 items in the passage (teaching, fellowship, 
worship, and prayer) throughout the year. After beginning with the significance of Scripture and our need 
for it (Apostles’ teaching), then the importance of being connected and growing together in community 
(fellowship), we are now concentrating on being devoted to the breaking of bread. 
 
That might seem odd at first… why would the early disciples care about walking around with loaves of 
bread and breaking them all the time? Is this a church potluck kind of thing? Of course, there is more to 
that phrase than just eating. During the early stages of the church, the Body of Christ gathered in the homes 
of the members. Meals were a regular part of the experience and celebrating the Lord’s Supper was a  
regular part of the meal. It is close to the idea of the big family table, where all the members of the family 
gather together and grow together. Sharing a meal together is very unique in that it helps us to become 
more open and closer to the others around the table. It is like a family reunion, where the members of the 
family are eager to catch up with the others and just enjoy being together. This is about doing life together. 
Then, as a climax of this wonderful new relationship with each other, everyone is focused on the One who 
brought them together. It is a special season of worship! 
 
So, in a very tangible and supernatural way, “breaking the bread” is a way to worship God with each other 
in spirit and truth. It is the Bride of Christ coming to the table and enjoying the feast together. Our unity is 
not just for the sake of unity or to ignore our various differences, rather it is because we are all focusing on 
Jesus Christ! 
 
So, how are you breaking bread today? Are you in a spiritual relationship with other Christians, worshiping  
together? Are you in covenant with the local church? The early disciples understood the importance of  
being together and, even better, being together in worship… so should we. 
 
By His Grace! 
 
Pastor Byron 
 

 
Contact Pastor Byron at byron@fbcinverness.com 



Page 2 The HUB 

Worship Ministry 

  How Will God Use You? 
 
I recently read a great article from Jason Whitehorn, an American  
contemporary worship music singer and songwriter, and wanted to share 
it with you… 

 
“I was just reading the latest Worship Leader Magazine and saw an article from Paul Baloche. In 
the article, he shares how 20 years ago, he had no desire to ever sing any lead vocals, much less be 
the voice for God he is today. No, instead - Paul's take on life was "I'm just a band guy." Paul goes 
on to share how all that changed one day when the band was playing softly, and the worship leader 
asked in the microphone if Paul would come forward and lead the congregation in song while the 
worship leader prayed with some people up front. He was never the same after that.  
 

The point is...Paul was someone content to sit on the sidelines and do nothing more than be "a guy 
in the band." God, however, had different plans for him. What kind of plans does God have for you? 
Paul's "sideline" was just blending in the back with the band. Perhaps your "sideline" is sitting 
around knowing that you have a desire to serve...but are too afraid to take a step of faith with Him 
guiding you.  
 

This next weekend, we will have the chance to audition several people who have decided that they 
want to step out of the sidelines and audition for our worship team. Maybe you are a wiz with the 
camcorder...couldn't God use you running a camera at your church? Perhaps you have a green 
thumb. Could God use you to create beautiful floral creations for the sanctuary?  
 

But how can these small things do anything for God? Yes, Paul was a musician and came forth to 
be a worship leader...but I can assure you, the job he was doing before is an important one. Without 
the guys in our band backing us...the whole worship experience would not be the same. You see, God 
uses us to help let His light shine. A couple of months ago, we had the pleasure of having an out-of-
state woman fly in to our church in order to be baptized. Why, you ask? Because she watched our 
services online and felt God's calling into obedience in baptism.  
 

She wanted to fly to the place that ministered to her. Thanks be to the folks who ran the cameras, 
produced, directed, the audio folks, lighting folks, and the website director who made it all possible 
for the woman to come to her decision. Now, I ask you...would you consider what all of these folks 
did trivial in comparison to the end result for one out-of-state woman?  
 

 
 

I ask that same question of you: How will God use you? 
What are your talents? What are your gifts? What is your passion? How has God wired you for 
serving? 
 

Let me ask that question in a different way: How will you allow God to use you? 
Paul Baloche had a choice, follow God, or follow his own way. You have this same choice everyday! 
Follow God, or your own way…  
 

Continued on Page3 

So, I ask.... How will God use you?” 

 

Birthdays 

Memorials & Honors 
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Brown, Byron 8/1 
Hooper, Hunter 8/1 
Nyberg, Jim 8/1 
Jordan, Norma 8/2 
King, Dawn  8/2 
Barnes, Mary 8/3 
Ross, Michael 8/3 
Taylor, Kyler 8/3 
Bailey, Amy  8/7 
Dunnigan, Kate 8/7 
Davidson, Marie 8/9 
Pullen, Ananias 8/9 
Perdue, Butch 8/10 
Gregory, Leroy 8/11 
Varney, Beth 8/11 
Friess, Betty 8/14 
Gentry, Ronald 8/14 

Martinez, Luis 8/14 
Porter, Pam  8/14 
McFarlin, Suzanne 8/16 
Clyde, Nathan 8/17 
Richardson, Sam 8/17 
DeMarco, Gabe 8/18 
Hooper, Paige 8/18 
Jordan, Pam 8/18 
Taylor, Sally 8/18 
Wilkins, Mary 8/18 
McFarlin, Jerry 8/19 
Butzer, Robert 8/20 
Capo, Bev  8/20 
Fleck, Stephen 8/20 
Pratt, Allen  8/21 
Saltmarsh, Janice 8/23 
Evers, Joanne 8/24 

Moffatt, Robin 8/24 
Poore, Bob  8/24 
Teegarden, Brad 8/24 
Berg, Kat  8/25 
Cooper, Dianna 8/25 
Jack, Bobbie 8/25 
Messere, Trinity 8/25 
Kaiser, Kevin 8/26 
Sell, Tina  8/26 
Lacey, Zoey  8/28 
Lopez, Julianna 8/28 
Hensley, Rocky 8/29 
Smith, Kim  8/29 
Twomey, Myrna 8/29 
Rodriquez, Dailyn 8/30 
Jobe, Debra 8/31 
Miller, Linda 8/31 

In Memory of Ed Newbould 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Honor of Marge Gavin’s 100th Birthday 
For: Mailbox Bible Club 
From:  Ray &LaVerne Morrison 

In Memory of Terry Shouse 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Memory of Diana Smith (Mary Argo’s daughter) 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Memory of Matthew (Debbie Tong’s son) 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Memory of Karen Maddox 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Memory of Vic DiFrisco 
For: Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 

In Memory of Milton Kelly 
For: Regular Offering 
From:  Marge McGahey 
 
For: Feeding C.H.S. Sports Teams 
From:  Vikki Castel Croft 

Welcome To The Family 

New Member 

Mildred Hurst 
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Financial Updates 

Giving June 2022 
Budget    $71,250.00 
Actual Revenue   $46,739.75 
             -$24,510.25 

Thank You Note 

To Our Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, and visits. (Bob’s heart attack 
and my knee replacement.) 
We love you all! 
Bob & Jeannine Turner 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the support you have given me for Life Action. It means a lot and will 
help a lot. As always, keep praying. 
Love, 
Ella Vici 

To First Baptist Church of Inverness Staff & Volunteers, 
On behalf of everyone associated with Citrus Pregnancy Center, we want to thank  
everyone who made it possible to hold the Pastors Townhall meeting at your facility on 
6/30/22. Thank you for your hospitality and delicious food! 
Sincerely,  
CPC 

The 1st Annual Super Summer Basketball Camp June 2022 was a huge success. We had 
over 186 campers registered ranging form grades 1st—12th. 
We are very grateful for your sponsorship that helped make this outreach a huge  
success. We could not have done it without your generosity. 
Joe Maddox, DOM Nature Coast Baptist Association 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for all your prayers during my knee surgery and subsequent recovery. 
God answered by supplying all of my needs and blessed us with unexpected gifts  
including the beautiful quilt the church sent! To all who contributed work on that, my 
most sincere thanks!! 
Carolyn & Lazaro Perez 
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ChildrenÕs Ministry 

VBS at First Baptist Inverness this year was filled with  
excitement and enthusiasm as we ventured into the  
Australian Outback to explore the value and wonder of life. 
One of the main focuses was the fact that we are made in 
God’s image and fearfully and wonderfully made.   

 
The kiddos were able to learn these biblical truths in so many different forms with 
time in Crafts, Games, Music, and lesson time where teachers laid the foundation of 
God’s Word to the students.   
 
The missions moment focused on a local ministry in the Citrus Pregnancy Center.  
CPC offers many resources to soon to be mother’s including sharing the gospel with 
each person who visits and seeks guidance/help through their pregnancy. The kids 
were able to raise over $3200 this year and we were able to present this blessing 
from God to the director on July 24th.  We are so thankful for the parents and kiddo’s 
commitment to supporting such a wonderful ministry. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers for all their hard work this year and we cant wait  to 
see what God has in store for us next year! 
 

Contact Nick & Jen at nick@fbcinverness.com & jen@fbcinverness.com 

Continued from Page 2 
 
Are you fearful? Are you feeling unworthy? Lacking in skills or talents? Thinking that there is no 
place in which you can serve well? 
 

If so, Please take comfort and fortitude in these words from Ephesians (4:11-13): “And he [Christ] 
himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity with a stature measured 
by Christ’s fullness.”. 
 

Also take hope from Paul’s benediction in Hebrews [13:20-21]: “Now may the God of peace, who 
brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus — the great Shepherd of the sheep — through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, equip you with everything good to do his will, working in us what is 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

You have a purpose. You have a ministry. Let’s find it together! 
 

Pastor John 
 

Contact Pastor John at john@fbcinverness.com 
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We had an awesome week of Camp and we’re looking forward to building 
on some of those conversations and relationships that began there. Thank 
you so much to all of you who donated money, sponsored kids, supported 
our fundraising, and cooked food for the week…..the food was AWESOME!!!! 
What a blessing it was to have home-cooked casseroles for lunch and 
dinner as a group. It really added to the family environment! Doing our 
own camp this year seemed to be beneficial for our group as a whole. 
 
The youth leaders are throwing around the idea of offering a “combined” 
youth and parent Sunday Morning discipleship class, to grow in our faith 
and knowledge of God together….please tell someone if this would interest 
you. We are convinced that discipleship primarily happens in the home…. 
but teenagers can be challenging for those who encounter them on a daily 
basis. If we can come alongside parents and teens to bridge the gap in those 
awkward spiritual conversations, being real with the cultural issues and 
being real with our sin condition, we feel that many of those barriers can 
be broken down. In turn, we think this might cultivate healthy  
relationships between teens and their families. We want to try something 
different…..rather than separating “ages” into different classes, we want to 
encourage family growth and family discipleship within the context of 
community. 
 
We’ll be getting back into the Gospel of John for the upcoming month of  
August, going slowly through the text, to get a thorough understanding of 
the theology behind what we believe about Salvation. We will be  
periodically using the small group format to utilize our humble and  
knowledgeable youth leaders…..it is such a blessing to have support from 
your friends in ministry! The kids see how much we care about them, and it 
makes a difference. We have established a core group of kids who are  
committed to living a life of continual repentance and devotion to God, liv-
ing by faith…..they understand that what that means, is that we no longer 
rely on ourselves, but on Christ! 
 
Please text Joe (513-266-7117) or Beth (513-266-7118) with any youth-related 
questions. To God be the Glory! 
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Citrus County Blessings 

Recently it has become necessary to relocate the Citrus 
County Blessings Pantry room, located in the  
Children’s wing, to provide necessary security for the 
Pre-K program to begin this Fall. Due to the size of the 
only room available at FBC for the Blessings Pantry, it 

became obvious that a new location might be best—So, God opened doors 
for the pantry to move to the Inverness First Presbyterian Church. They 
had several un-used rooms that would work! We are forever thankful to 
our First Baptist congregation in providing a pantry for several years, but 
we understand the reason for the decision—better security for the  
upcoming Pre-K program. 
 
BUT—Blessings still desperately needs you to continue to donate peanut 
butter and/or jelly!!!!! Your teams of crate packers, assembly teams, and 
pantry managers will continue to represent FBC, just moving the pantry to 
a new location. 
 
PLEASE continue to bring your PB & J (plastic containers only) to the FBC 
foyer Treasure Box to be distributed to the Pleasant Grove Elementary  
students in need, as well as several other schools, to feed them on  
weekends. Questions—please fell free to contact Marilyn Jordan at  
352-726-1658 or Dick Elliott at 612-916-8033. We embrace this change and 
pray for your continued generosity for this worthwhile program which will  
continue to be endorsed by First Baptist of Inverness. 

Ministry of Warmth 

Greetings from Ministry of Warmth! 
We are looking forward to meeting again starting  
August 4th, to knit and crochet items for the Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes and local projects. 
The fellowship and encouragement to and from one  

another is a blessing from our Father. 
We thank Him and praise Him for His working in us and through us as we 
reach others with the love of Jesus.  
Come and join us. We meet every Thursday afternoon from 2:00—4:00 pm 
in theFellowship Hall. For more information or questions, please contact  
Willie Howe at 352-726-1252. 
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His Unified Body (H.U.B.) 

Good News Club 

We are looking for volunteers for the Good News 
Club at Pleasant Grove Elementary starting in the 
Fall. We will be putting together a team in the next 
few weeks and help is needed in many different  
areas. Please contact Pastor Byron, or the church  

office at 352-726-1252 if you are interested in volunteering or have any 
questions. 
 

The Good News Club Annual Children’s Conference will be  
Thursday, August 25th from 8:30 am—12:30 pm at  

Freedom For Life Family Church. 
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Biblical Counseling 
                   The word “Sin” 
 

“Say what you mean and mean what you say!”  A line my  
parents had drilled in to me from childhood.  But what is  
missing?  The teaching that our words should be wholesome 
(conducive to all around good health and wellbeing), and good 

for building up as it fits the occasion. Ephesians 4:29.   
Law firms are very specific in their words.  It can mean the difference between 

winning or losing a ruling.  An attorney I worked for would consistently come around to 
saying to a defendant, “Please be responsive to the question!”  He would do that because 
most defendants would use words to mitigate the seriousness of their culpability away 
from the actual truth.  Have we become like that defendant?  How do we see sin?  As 
God does?      

It’s interesting to watch how the world has adapted to using non-biblical terms to       
communicate what has happened to them; or what they have done to another. They use         
culturally acceptable words.  For example: if someone has sinned against us, we       
communicate that they have “hurt us.”  When the truth is, they sinned against us.  On 
the flip side of that, one might communicate that they were “manipulated” to join in a 
robbery; when reality is it was, “out of a sinful  desire of their heart” (lust for     
something they didn’t have).  

Look at the habitual gambler.  When confronted with the bondage of gambling, he 
might say, “I’m just in it for fun” or it is just “Recreation.”  Again, lessoning their        
culpability.  In reality, it’s taking a calculated risk, for monetary or personal gain.  In 
the case of gambling, they become so preoccupied by that sin choice that they continue to 
chase the money lost, over and over again.  In order to continue in the sin, money is   
borrowed from friends with promises that are not kept.  Ephesians 4:28 calls this 
“thieving.”  It’s a manifestation of poor stewardship and when practiced habitually,     
becomes an idol.  Idols are sin.   

The sinful desires of our hearts connect to the temptations listed in 1 John 2:15-
17.  The “lust of the flesh,” is finding pleasure and fun disconnected from God, in a fleshy 
desire.  “Lust of the eyes,” sinful desire to possess what we do not have. “Pride of Life” 
gambling can be self-exaltation (reputation-look at me and all I possess).  These three 
temptations are the DNA of sin, and often involve deceit.  Heart motives and intent may 
be different for each gambler.   

When we use culturally acceptable words, in the context of sin, we lesson the            
grievousness done either to us or by us, and against God.  The scriptures carry all the 
weight; (living and active….judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart), Hebrews 
4:12.  God is not neutral about sin.  We need to see our choices, that are sinful, as God 
does. When seen as God sees them, we then allow God to function through the Holy  
Spirit a restorative work in our lives. 
 If you are trapped with any addictive choices, (Gal 6:1-2) make that decision to 
reach out to those who are trained to help.  Contact either Jim Johnson at 
John3279@bellsouth.net with Biblical Counseling Ministry, or Pastor Byron Brown at 
352-726-1252. / byron@fbcinverness.com 
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Data for June 2022 
     This ministry originally provided Bible lessons to those 
who are incarcerated in jails and prisons around our  
nation. The ministry has expanded to include any child or 
adult who is interested in completing the lessons to learn 
more about our Lord. 

     Lessons are available in Spanish upon request.  Most of the new students to the 
Club are referrals from present or past students.   
      Students can now work through 130 lessons that will lead them to salvation and 
discipleship.  Lessons are sent out to students, who complete the lessons and send 
them back in the self-addressed envelope provided. Volunteers work on Mondays and 
Wednesdays of each week to open, pray, read, grade, and respond before the next  
lesson is sent out.   
     All students are given a prayer request form in every packet. These requests are 
read, prayed over, typed, and sent via email to prayer warriors throughout our 
church and community.. If you would like to become a prayer warrior, please send an 
email to jana.r.morg@gmail.com.  
    This month our volunteers graded 409 lessons for 259 active students. The  
Mailbox Club awarded 18 certificates this month to students who completed one 
course of lessons and moved to the next set of lessons.  Students who complete the 
first two courses of lessons are sent a Bible to help them continue to grow in their 
knowledge of our Lord!   The bell is rung during our church service on Sundays for 
every student who accepts Jesus!  We pray that the bell will continue to ring as the 
Mailbox Bible Club continues to reach children and adults across the United States. 
     We always like to hear from our students  and especially those who have recently 
accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Their joy and excitement about their  
relationship with the Father is encouraging us to continue this ministry.  This is a 
request and a praise that we received this month. 
  
“Excuse my writing, please. I really need prayer for evidence faith and to be  
transformed completely. I feel really good every day ever since I accepted The Lord 
Jesus into my heart. I feel very fortunate that God forgave my sins and now I am a 
child of God. I am deeply sorry for what the Lord had to do to save me; all the  
suffering he had to go through.  I will like a prayer for my little ones, family and 
friends here in jail for them to accept Jesus into their hearts and for me to get a 
chance to get political asylum. Please, if it isn’t too much to ask, I will like to have a 
bilingual bible in Spanish and English. Please, may the Lord bless you all. Thanks!”   
 
Someone donated a Spanish/English bible and we mailed it to the student. Please 
continue to pray for Francisco and his new walk with Christ.  
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SamaritanÕs Purse Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child Christmas in July has been 
so much fun and a great success!  Thank you everyone 
for the many, many donations and pill bottle banks we 
have received.  This is not the end, but the beginning!  
Keep the donations coming, because of your donations, 

many shoeboxes will be packed at our Packing Party in October! 
 
Every shoebox gift is an excellent resource for evangelism and  
discipleship, which leads to the multiplication of new believers and 
churches around the world.  Then, boys and girls receive a surprise that 
may be their first gift ever.  They hold in their hands a tangible expression 
of God's love. 
 
After children receive shoebox gifts, many also participate in a 12-lesson  
discipleship program, The Greatest Journey. Through this course, which 
includes Bible stories and Scripture memorization, they learn how to  
follow Christ in their daily lives as they tell their family and friends about 
him! 

Messiah In The Passover 

Dr. Rich Freeman of Chose People Ministries will be 
here Sunday, August 21, 2022 during the Morning  
Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
The Messiah in the Passover presentation is a powerful visual message 
not only of Israel’s freedom from slavery in Egypt, but of the redemption 
of individuals from the bondage of sin through the atoning work of  
Jesus. The program is designed to give participants a deeper 
understanding both of Passover and of the Communion Table. 


