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FOLLOWING GOD PRAYERFULLY AND PASSIONATELY! 
 

For the Love of God 
Psalm 27:4-6 CSB  
4 I have asked one thing from the L ;  
it is what I desire:  
to dwell in the house of the L  
all the days of my life, 
gazing on the beauty of the L  
and seeking Him in His temple. 
5 For He will conceal me in His shelter in the day of adversity;  
He will hide me under the cover of His tent; 
He will set me high on a rock. 
6 Then my head will be high above my enemies around me; 
I will offer sacrifices in His tent with shouts of joy. 
I will sing and make music to the L . 
 

“Following God Prayerfully and Passionately” means that we are wanting Him more than       
anything else. He is to be our greatest desire, the object of our worship, the priority and meaning 
of our very lives. To live is Christ, to die is gain (Philippians 1:21). David helps us with his 
psalm to see the singular focus and passion of wanting to enter the Temple, to worship God and 
to enjoy His fellowship. 
As you read the psalm, consider how David has evaluated all the alternatives to the one, true 
God and found everything else wanting. This is not a song about religious expectations or an  
attempt to sound spiritual. This is David revealing a heart that has been formed and fashioned 
after God. 
 
This is worship. Real worship, in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 
 
As we continue to seek after God, let me encourage us to not settle for anything less than the  
real thing. There are highs and lows in the pursuit, but we must never mistake our attempt as the 
goal. We are panting after God (Psalm 42:1), the only One who can truly satisfy. 
Take time this month to evaluate your hunger for God. Psalm 27 is a good place to start. Do you 
want the Lord more than anything else? If not, start asking Him this very moment to change 
your hunger! If yes, keep seeking! 

 

By His Grace! 

Pastor Byron 

Contact Pastor Byron at byron@fbcinverness.com 
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Worship Ministry 

3 Ways to Make a Difference in the Place God Puts You 
 
 
Have you heard the phrase: “Bloom where you are planted”?  
 
Do you know that God has placed us where we are for a purpose;  

whether we can see it or not, God has His glory in mind for our good. This means the place God 
puts us is not really about us—it’s about Him and His kingdom. If we only look for what we desire, 
we will always exist in a waiting period—waiting for God to take us somewhere else or give us 
something we want. But, if we see the place God has put us as somewhere we can act for His glory, 
then we will grow where we are and we will cherish the place we are in because it became fruitful 
in ways we never imagined. 
 
The Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-30 is a wonderful example of this concept. To  
summarize the parable, a master is going on a journey and he has entrusted his servants with 
some of his talents, each according to their ability. The master did not give the servants an equal 
share; he gave them what they could handle and expected them to do great things with it  
regardless of how much they were given. 
 
The servant who received five talents doubled what he was given and was able to give the master 
10 talents when he returned; the servant who received 2 talents also doubled what he was given 
and was able to give the master 4 talents when he returned. The master gave the same response to 
both of these men, in Matthew 25:21: "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful  
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your  
master.'" It didn’t matter that they were given different amounts in the beginning; they both used 
what the master gave them and expanded upon it for his glory. 
 
The third servant received one talent, and instead of investing it, he buried it. When the master 
returned, this servant gave the talent (unused) back to the master. The servant missed the bigger 
picture, and he missed the vast grace of the master because he was too caught up in himself and 
what he wasn't given. Because the servant did not use even the little he was given, he was not 
counted as faithful. 
 
This parable urges us to do three things in the place God has put us: 
 
1. Recognize that God has given you exactly what you need to do His work - for His  
glory - in the place he has put you.  
What does that mean? It means instead of focusing on what you don’t have, see the place you are 
in as a gift to be used for God’s glory. Erwin Lutzer (Senior Pastor of Moody Church, in Chicago, 
Illinois reminds us, “The work that God does in us when we wait is usually more important than 
the thing for which we wait!” There is so much we can learn from God when we embrace the place 
he has us in, rather than wasting our time looking for a way out. If you don’t understand the place 
God has put you, pray for understanding, ask for guidance, and read his Word for clarity.  
Remember that wherever you are God has a purpose for this place, and he has equipped you to 
bring him glory there. 
 
Continued on Page 3. 

Birthdays 
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Ankrom, Joey  2/1 
Dowling, Annistyn 2/2 
Schreck, Pamela 2/3 
Richards, Cortney 2/4 
Taylor, Kaden  2/5 
Darling, Carla  2/6 
Cernich, Trevor  2/7 
Cernich, Taylor  2/7 
Davis, Lyle  2/8 
Best, Jacqueline 2/9 
Bartell, Allan  2/10 
Tvenstrup, Donna 2/10 
Wilcox, Aaron  2/10 
Deets, Nicole  2/12 
Bailey, Cameron 2/14 
Croft, Vikki  2/14 
Hale, Rick   2/14 
Corriveau, Ronald 2/16 

Geddings, J.J.   2/16 
Rice, Barbara   2/17 
Falaise, Marie   2/18 
Wheeler, Sue   2/18 
Breidenbaugh, Benjamin 2/19 
Pullen, Matthew  2/19 
Brown, Kim   2/21 
Budd, Matthew   2/23 
Lane, Susan   2/24 
Compton, Myrtle  2/25 
Laramee, Mason  2/25 
Nelson, Bruce   2/25 
Davis, Carol   2/26 
Geddings, Jordyn  2/26 
Hutchins, Taylor  2/26 
Vitter, Lydia   2/26 
Pettit, Debbie   2/28 

New Members 
Rick & Nida Hale 

Thank You 

Dear Church Family, 
There are no words to express the love I have for you. 
 

Your luncheon for us. Thank you, Dawn & helpers. 
 

The lovely & thoughtful quilt, thanks Sharon. 
 

The verbal sharing of life with Ray. 
 

John, thanks for learning and sharing “The Lighthouse.” One of Ray’s favorite  
testimonies of God’s love. 
 

Finally, and not least, Pastor Byron. Your love, words, and compassion reassured 
the peace I feel in my heart. God bless each of you. 
 

Liz Cooper and family 

Welcome To The Family 
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Giving December 2022 
Operating Revenue   $97,591.00 
Operating Expense   $56.710.46 
     $40,880.54 

Financial Updates 

Giving For 2022 
Operating Revenue      $846,493.09 
Operating Expense      $816,923.83 
        $  29,569.26 

Memorials & Honors 

In Memory of Joan Hall 
For:  Deacon’s Benevolence Fund 
From: JoEllen Allen 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 
From:  Flo Hayward 
 
For:  Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
From:  Ruth Hooper 

In Memory of Carl Parris 
For:  Operation Christmas Child 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 
 
For:  Mailbox Bible Club 
From:  Ray & LaVerne Hooper 
 
For:  Deacon’s Benevolence Fund 
From:  JoEllen Allen 

In Memory of Ray Cooper 
For:  Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
From:  JoEllen Allen 
From:  Velma Janzer 
From:  Flo Hayward 
From:  Jackie Mercer 
From:  Marjorie McGahey 
From:  Ruth Hooper 
From:  Catherine Humphrey 
 
For:  Missions 
From:  Larry & Sherry White 
From:  The Dabbs Family (Register’s/Sojourner’s) 
              Troy and Debbie, Glenn, Kim, & Family 
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Continued From Page 2. 
 
2. Use what God has given you to the best of your ability for his glory.  
 
God will give you the strength you need to accomplish the tasks he has placed before you.  
Matthew 5:15 declares, “Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and 
it gives light to all in the house.” The gospel is to be shared with all people, in all places, at all 
times. Wherever you are, you are a steward of God’s gospel in your community. Don’t waste the 
place you are in because it doesn’t fit your ideal description of where you want to be. No matter 
what, continue to use what you have been given for the glory of the Giver. 
 
3. Do not compare what God has given you with what he has given someone else. 
 
If you have been given what seems like a little, do great things with that little! It’s not about how 
much we have, but rather what we do with the things God has given us. Dr. Lutzer also points out, 
“If there is one single reason why good people turn evil, it is because they fail to recognize God’s 
ownership over their kingdom, their vocation, their resources, their abilities, and above all their 
lives.” Everything we have been given is God’s first, and any little bit he gives us is a gift to be used 
and shared in humility and joy. 
 
When we do not use what God has given us, we are surely coveting something else or some place 
else. We often focus on the earthly blessings that we desire and have yet to receive, rather than the 
eternal blessings we have been promised, which are infinitely better than anything we could ask 
for or seek on this earth.  
 
Are you producing fruit where God has placed you? If not, ask yourself why you are not using the 
gifts God has given you. For when the Master returns, he will look not at how much you did but 
your faithfulness with what you were given. 

 

Contact Pastor John at john@fbcinverness.com 

Israel Trip 
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Act Like Men – The Corinthian Challenge 
   Be alert, stand firm in the faith, be courageous 
   [act like men], be strong. Do everything in love 
                        (1 Cor. 16:13-14 CSB). 
Paul challenges us to act like men. Paul knows Christian men 
are in a battle. He talks about fighting the good fight of faith  

1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7). The battle is against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly  
places (Eph. 6:12). Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians apply to all Christians. However, they 
have a special significance for men called to lead God’s people as pastors, teachers, 
and husbands. God has created us in His own image, with intelligence, with  
responsibility (Gen. 1:26, 28), and God created man with a helper so he would not be 
alone (Gen. 2:18). 
 This article intends to consider what men are called to be as leaders of our family 
and church body. Paul tells us to ‘be alert, watchful.’ As men, we are to care and provide 
for others. Biblical men are watchful, alert, sober, and awake. We are on guard.  
However, before we care for others, we need to understand our need to take action in 
our spiritual lives. The Christian life is a war. Biblical men must be watchful of  
themselves. Satan knows our weaknesses, and sin is always ready to devour. We  
cannot afford to drift or let down our guard. We are like a ‘city without walls’  
(Prov. 25:28). We are vulnerable to attack and leave those in our care in danger.  
Biblical manhood means leadership, watchful protection, and provision for women.  
Husbands are to protect their wives sacrificially (Eph. 5:25), fathers watch over and  
protect their children (Eph. 6:4), and qualified men should lead the church (1 Tim. 2:12; 1 
Tim. 3; Titus 1). As biblical men, we should have a sense of physical protection towards 
all women. 
 Paul calls men to ‘stand firm in the faith.’ Biblical men are men of the Word, our 
Sword of the Spirit. We should take up the Bible and meditate upon it (Ps. 1). We cannot 
protect those we love without our sword, the Scripture. Only believing and faith in the 
promises of God in His Word defeats sin. Jesus, in the wilderness tempted by Satan,  
defeated him with faith in the Word of God (Matt. 4). Christ was also a man of prayer first 
and last (Mark 1:35). Biblical men are also men of prayer. True manhood is, in large part, 
about being a man of prayer. Prayer demonstrates our dependency on God rather than 
on ourselves. We draw near to God, and He draws near to us (James 4:8). 
 Paul challenges us to ‘be courageous, act like men.’ He is not calling us to be 
macho men, but he is calling us to be mature men. What matters is that we men are  
serious about God. We need to know God and sense the weight of His glory upon us. 
The church and our families need men of substance who are sober-minded. Men who 
think clearly about their identity as men ponder how they can act as men concerning 
women. Men need to recognize the equality of men and women before God as His image 
bearers. Mature men are inclined toward action and not paralyzed by passivity at home 
or in the church. Acting like a man means making decision-making. Procrastination and 
indecision ruin a man, but God-fearing decisiveness builds a man. Boys’ blame shift, 
while men take responsibility for their sins and cling to their identity in Christ. Biblical 
men are not entitled boys with precious egos. They can give and take criticism well. 
  
 
Continued on Page 5. 

Biblical Counseling 
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ChildrenÕs Ministry 

First Baptist Christian Academy 

Wow! The Upward Soccer season has started! It has been a 
blast seeing all those kiddos out there having such a great 
time learning about Jesus and making new friends. 
 
This month we will be starting a new series called, “Now 
That’s a Miracle!” Everywhere Jesus walked, people were 

changed. Over and over the gospels reveal a flesh wearing God who wasn’t  
preoccupied by where He was going but was fully present to the people He  
encountered along the way. In this series, kids will encounter a Jesus who is fully 
love yet unfathomably powerful. They will encounter a Jesus whose words  
command nature to obey and whose compassion for the hungry crowds compels 
Him to do the impossible—a Jesus who heals a blind man and a sick woman,  
commands a girl who has died to get up, and strolls across storm-tossed waters. 
In this series, kids will encounter a miracle-working Jesus who sees them, loves 
them, and will stop at nothing to be with them 
 
Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School July 17-21, 2023! This year’s theme 
is Kingdom Keepers. We will have fun learning about the Armor of God. We are so 
excited! 
 
There is always a need for volunteers in the Children’s Ministry. If you have a 
heart and passion for this ministry, please contact Sarah Stalnaker for more  
information. We would love to have you!  
 
We would like to invite you to be in prayer for the Children’s Ministry. Specifically 
for the children to hear the message, our volunteers to teach the message, and 
most importantly, that we all keep Christ the center of our life.  
 
The Children’s Ministry Team 
Sarah Stalnaker  Anne Almand  Tina Mansfield   Toni Maynor 

 
Contact the Children’s Department at childrensministry@fbcinverness.com 

We are accepting resumes for the Preschool Director position for 
our First Baptist Christian Academy. Please submit your resume 
to debbie@fbcinverness.com or to the church office. Please  
call 352-726-1252 if you have any questions. 
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“Now to Him who is able to (carry out His purpose and) do 
superabundantly more than all that we dare ask or think 
(infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams), 
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be 
the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations forever and ever. Eph 3: 20-21 

 

These verses so aptly describe our prayer conference – Prayer: the Key to God’s 
Heart. God met us where we were in our own prayer lives and showed us how to 
come before Him with adoration and move into confession, thanksgiving, and  
supplication and how to be effective in our journaling. We are so grateful to  
Johnnie Haines for sharing her heart and her life experience with her journaled 
prayers.  
 

The last phrase of verse 21 refers to the glory of God in the church. In the days to 
come, Jesus will be exalted in our church through the prayers of these women. His 
power will be displayed as He directs the future of this ministry of this church. All 
glory and honor and power belongs to Him. Superabundantly. I like that word! 
 

Pray for our women’s ministry team as we plan activities – activities that will only 
bring glory to Jesus. Current ways to be involved are to receive the daily prayer  
focus either by email or printed, a weekly bible study on Thursday morning at  
10 AM, and a new study on Wednesday nights at 6 PM. 

WomenÕs Ministry 

Ministry of Warmth 
Greeting from Ministry of Warmth! 
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world…….” 
 

As we meditate on this beautiful verse in the Bible, it is our 
prayer to reach others with the love of God. 
 

Come and join us as we knit and crochet items for the  
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and for local projects. 
 

We meet every Thursday afternoon from 2:00—4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
For more information or questions, please contact Willie Howe at 352-726-1252. 

Encounter Jesus, presented by Youth With A Mission (YWAM), will be here at 
the church on Sunday, February 5th at 6:00 pm. YWAM is a group of young 
missionaries who travel across America using the creative arts to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost and broken. Please plan to attend. The event 
is free. A love offering will be received. 

Encounter Jesus Presentation 
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Prayer 

Continued from Page 4. 
 

Paul says to ‘be strong.’ Biblical men go toward the struggle, do the hard things, and 
work hard. They do not have time for self-pity, leaving the women to pick up the slack. 
Instead, godly men seek their wife’s wisdom but take it upon themselves to plan,  
execute, and see things through. The strength of a man comes from a gospel-driven 
strength (1 Cor. 15:10). Christ strengths us with a sense of responsibility to work and 
motivates us to take risks, not selfish gain. We are men of our Word and our integrity. 
Our church and families can rely on us for strength and support. 
 Most important, ‘Do everything in love.’ Paul is saying that the essence of true 
manhood is ‘love.’ If we do not have love, we have nothing (1 Cor. 13:3). Our goal is love 
(1 Tim. 1:5). The greatest commandment is to love God above all else, and the second is 
to love others (Matt. 22:34-39). Biblical men know this kind of love and show love at  
every opportunity in loving service to women for God’s glory. The biblical man’s  
leadership is firm, gracious, strong, gentle, and tenderhearted. Men must always be like 
Christ as he exercises his authority. Just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her, the challenge for men is to die to self for the good of their wives (Eph. 5:25). 
 Do you feel this kind of love in your heart toward others? Are you feeling troubled 
by Paul’s challenge to act like a man? Reach out to those trained to help. Contact Jim 
Johnson at 904-704-8260 / john3279@bellsouth.net with Biblical Counseling Ministry or 
Pastor Byron Brown at 352-726-1252. / byron@fbcinverness.com 
 

Re: “The Grand Design: Male and Female He Made Them,” by Owen Strachan and Gavin 
Peacock, Christian Focus Publications Ltd., 2021. 

Let’s PRAY Together 
 
Imagine what God could do in your life and the lives 
of others if we all commit to praying! 
 

Somehow from observing Jesus, the disciples knew that prayer-or at least  
something that happened to Him in the process of prayer-was the key that gave  
Jesus the strength to do all the other miraculous things He did. 
 

One of the most primary purposes of prayer is to spend time with the Lord in              
conversation. Prayer is not about answers. You engage with the Creator. He has   
opened the windows of heaven and allowed us to spend hours at a time in His  
awesome presence. By His own grace and design, He chose to be our Father! 
 

Prayer permits you to come into the presence of your Father, to express your love 
for Him, to thank Him for His constant  provision, to confess and ask forgiveness of 
your sins and to give Him the honor He is due. 
 

Thank God for wanting a personal relationship with you. 



Mailbox Bible Club 
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Data for December 2022 
              This ministry originally provided Bible lessons to those who  
          are incarcerated in jails and prisons around our nation. The  
          ministry has expanded to include any child or adult who is 
          interested in completing the lessons to learn more about  
          our Lord. 
     All students are given a prayer request form in every packet. These requests are read, 
prayed over, typed, and sent via email to prayer warriors throughout our church and  
community.. If you would like to become a prayer warrior, please send an email to  
jana.r.morg@gmail.com.  
    This month our volunteers graded 414 lessons for 303 active students. The Mailbox 
Club awarded 11 certificates this month to students who completed one course of  
lessons and moved to the next set of lessons.  Students who complete the first two 
courses of lessons are sent a Bible to help them continue to grow in their knowledge of 
our Lord!   The bell is rung during our church service on Sundays for every student who 
accepts Jesus!  We pray that the bell will continue to ring as the Mailbox Bible Club  
continues to reach children and adults across the United States. 
     For the year 2022, we were privileged to mail out 6,055 lessons. Our volunteers  
graded 5,250 lessons. We had 230 students who completed a lesson series and  
received a certificate. We had at least 20 students who told us that they had received 
Christ while a student in our program. 
     We don’t know what the year 2023 has in store for our ministry. Our students come to 
us by referral, so we can only rely on God to bring those connections to us.  Postage is 
increasing and the cost of envelopes will go up this year. God has provided the funds for 
this ministry to continue at the pace.  When postage rates increase on January 22, the 
combined cost to mail a lesson booklet and a return postage-paid envelope will be $1.44.  
We are currently operating only with designated funds. Please pray about what God 
would have you give as we spread the Gospel to primarily the incarcerated and their  
families.  Almost all of the salvations that were reported were inmates. We see how God 
is working in those facilities and we are so thankful that we get to be a part of the plan.    

Mobile Dental Bus 
The Dental Bus will be here at FBC Inverness 
August 28th—September 1st. That might seem like a 
long way off, but the Dental Bus takes months to plan. 
We need a coordinator and volunteers. Please contact 
Sarah Stalnaker at sarah@fbcinverness.com if you are  
interested in volunteering. 
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SamaritanÕs Purse Operation Christmas Child 

To the Ends of the Earth 
From jungles to deserts, megacities to remote villages,  
millions of people around the world have yet to hear the  
life-saving Good News of Jesus Christ. Samaritan’s Purse is 
delivering Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to children 
in some of these communities to share God’s love even to 
the ends of the earth. 

Hello everyone! 
We are already one month into 2023! God is so good! The 
Mission Team is currently praying over some mission trip  
opportunities for this year and that is very exciting! I ask that 
everyone please pray with us! God will open and close 
doors, we just need to be faithful in our steps and are  

glorifying Him! I’m very excited to see whatever God has in store for us as a 
church this year! 
 

Sarah Stalnaker 
 

Contact Sarah Stalnaker at sarah@fbcinverness.com 

Praise God! 10,599,907 shoebox 
gifts packed and sent to the ends 

of the earth!!!  

Please come out and cheer on the kids. They would 
love your support and encouragement! The games 
start at 9:00 am on Saturday mornings and there is a 
concession stand available to purchase snacks. The 

purpose of Upward Sports is “to use the power of sports to share the gospel and 
promote the discovery of Jesus in every community.” This is a wonderful ministry 
opportunity and outreach to our community. If you have any questions, please 
email upward@fbcinverness.com or contact Coach Taylor at (352) 287-1910 or 
Coach Amber at (352) 464-3177. 

Upward Soccer 

Missions 


