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Small Group Guide 	 	Week of February 2, 2025 
Small Group Guide: The Presence, the Gift and the Gifts - The Gift of the Holy Spirit
(Based on Nov 30, 2005)  
 
Takeaways 
1. Three Aspects of the Holy Spirit:
· The Presence: God with us and God in us (at salvation)
· The Gift: God given to us (baptism/immersion in the Holy Spirit)
· The Gifts: God through us (manifestations like tongues, prophecy, healing)
2. The Gift is Distinct from Salvation:
· The Holy Spirit dwells in every believer at salvation
· The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a separate, empowering experience
· Biblical pattern shows believers receiving this gift after salvation (Acts 2, 8, 19)
3. The Purpose of the Gift:
· Empowerment for ministry (Acts 1:8)
· Supernatural boldness and strength
· Enhanced ministry ability and effectiveness
· Endurance for the long-term race
4. The Gift is for Everyone:
· For all believers, all generations (Acts 2:38-40)
· Not reserved for apostles or the early church only
· Available to anyone who believes in Jesus Christ

Discussion Questions 
1. What is the difference between the Holy Spirit's presence in us at salvation versus the gift of the Holy Spirit? Use the "water in a well" versus "immersed in the ocean" analogy to discuss.
2. Why did Jesus tell the disciples to wait in Jerusalem before beginning their ministry, even though they were already saved and had seen Him resurrected? (Acts 1:4-5)
3. What role does boldness play in effective Christian witness, and how might receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit transform a believer's courage to share their faith?


Practical Applications 
1. The sermon emphasized we need the Holy Spirit's power, not just intellectual arguments, to reach the lost. How does this change your approach to evangelism and ministry?
2. If you haven't received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, are you willing to ask for it? What step will you take this week? (Note: This can happen through personal prayer or with others laying hands on you.)
3. For those who have received this gift: Are you actively cooperating with the Holy Spirit's ministry in your life? In what ways can you be more yielded to His leading? 

Prayer Focus 
· Anyone in your group who desires to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit
· Greater sensitivity to the Holy Spirit's leading in your daily lives
· Boldness to be effective witnesses for Christ
· A fresh outpouring of the Spirit in your church and community
· Supernatural strength and endurance for those facing difficult situations

" And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” '" – Acts 5:32
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