New Creation Church
Small Group Guide 	 	Week of February 8, 2026 
The Presence, the Gift and the Gifts – Understanding Spiritual Things
(Based on Jan 4, 2026 teaching)  
 
Key Takeaways 
1. Moving from Ignorance to Impact: God doesn't want us to be uninformed about spiritual things. We're called to be practitioners, not just spectators.
2. Two Common Errors:
· Abuse of spiritual gifts (disorder, pressure, performance)
· Avoidance of spiritual gifts (fear, silence, neglect)
3. The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts: "For the profit of all" - not for personal trophies, not evidence of spiritual maturity, but for serving and building up the body of Christ.
4. The Governing Principle: Love must come first, then the gifts follow (1Cor 13-14:1).

Discussion Questions 
1. The sermon mentioned that Christian ministry should be "backed by the power of God" (1 Corinthians 2:4-5). What does this look like practically in our daily lives, not just in formal ministry settings?
2. Pastor Moses mentioned that some people treat spiritual gifts as "trophies" or evidence of spiritual maturity. Why is this dangerous? How can we guard against this mindset?
3. The Corinthian church was advanced in gifts but spiritually immature. How can believers ensure they are growing in both simultaneously?
4. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7 together. What does it mean that gifts are given "for the profit of all"? How does this change our perspective on why we should desire spiritual gifts?
5. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1. Why must love come before the pursuit of spiritual gifts? What happens when gifts operate without love?

Practical Applications 
1. Study and Pray: Read 1 Corinthians 12-14 in one sitting.  If you currently do not desire the gifts, ask God to help you spark a desire.
2. Step Out in Faith: This week, when you encounter someone with a need (sickness, discouragement, confusion), ask if you can pray for them. Don't just pray generally—ask the Holy Spirit to manifest His power through you for their benefit.
3. Examine Your Motivation: Journal about your motivations for wanting spiritual gifts. Are they centered on yourself or on serving others? Ask God to help you adjust your motives and increase your love for the body of Christ.

Prayer Focus 
Close your time by praying specifically for:
1. Understanding: That God would give you clarity and wisdom about spiritual things
2. Desire: That He would increase your desire for spiritual gifts, motivated by love for others
3. Boldness: That you would step out in faith to cooperate with the Holy Spirit
4. Balance: That your church would avoid both abuse and avoidance of spiritual gifts
5. Impact: That God would use your church to demonstrate His power to your community
6. Specific Needs: Pray for specific people in your group or church who need healing, encouragement, or a miracle

1 Corinthians 14:1 - "Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy."


www.NewCreationChurch.ca 
 
