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I. The Foundation: The “Ten Words” of the Covenant  (Exodus 20)
“But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands” (Exod 20:6) 

I. The Life-Cycle of the Church
A. Dr. Garth Rosell, Gordon-Conwell Seminary

B. "Whether your organization has been around for 10 years or 110, the reality is the same: Mission drift is only a matter of time without on-going effort and accountability."

C. The interruption of the cycle is disruptive!
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 How to interrupt? (1) genuine repentance; (2) united and believing small group prayer; and (3) faithful obedience to the teaching of Scripture as God’s authoritative word. 

II. Who are we? We are Exodus people
A. The “Book of the Covenant” 
Exodus 19-23

B. What was the Exodus for?
To transform a people, 
to transform the world

C. Of eagles’ wings, trust funds, 
and loving kindness
i. sĕgullah   סְגֻלָּה
ii. ḥésed    חֶ֫סֶד
III. The Covenant

A. “An agreement enacted between two parties in which one or both make promises under oath to perform or refrain from certain actions stipulated in advance” 
(Anchor Bible Dictionary 1:1178)
i. William L. Moran, “THE ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN BACKGROUND OF THE LOVE OF GOD IN DEUTERONOMY” The Catholic Biblical Quarterly  25:1 (1963), pp. 77-87 

ii. Katherine Doob Sackenfeld, THE MEANING OF ḤESED IN THE HEBREW BIBLE, Harvard Semitic Monographs, vol. 17 (Brill, 1978)
B. "You shall not make for yourself an image (pésel) in the form of
C. How do we maintain our identity and mission into the next generation?
The Suzerain/Vassal TREATY FORMAT

of the late 2nd Millennium BCE

I.
Preamble/Title


introduces the superior party

“I am Yahweh your God ...”


Exod 20:2a/Deut 5:6a

II.
Historical Prologue


furnishes the basis of obligation 


and the motive for accepting the

“... who brought you up out of the land 


covenant's stipulations as binding

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”


Exod 20.2b/Deut 1-3, 5:6b

III.
Stipulations/obligations imposed

“... you shall have no other gods before me ...”


Exod 20:3-17/Deut 5:7-21; chptrs 12-26

IV.
Deposition and/or reading of the document


provision for the deposit of the treaty text in the temple of the gods used as  witnesses


Exod 25.21;40:20/ Deut 10:5
“Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets which were written on both sides; they were written on one side and the other.  And the tablets were God's work, and the writing was God's writing engraved on the tablets” (Exod 32:15,16)
provision for the periodic reading of the treaty to the people

Exod 24:7/ Deut 27:2-8; 31:11,12/Josh 8:30-35
“...when all Israel comes to appear  before Yahweh your God at the place which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all Israel in their hearing.  Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, in order that they may hear and learn and fear Yahweh your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law”  (Deut 31:11,12)

V.
List of Witnesses
               “... I call heaven and earth to witness against you today”


Deut  4:26; 30:19-20; 31:28

VI.
Curses & Blessings



Deut chptrs 27-28 (specifically , 28:1-6,15-19)
The act of treaty-making is sealed by means of an Oath accompanied by a Ratification Ceremony (sacrifice) whereby the Vassal (and in biblical texts, the Suzerain) pledges his obedience to treaty
Exod 24:3-8/ Genesis 15/Josh 24:24/Jer 34:18-20/Matt 27:22-25
“Then Moses  recounted to the people all the words of Yahweh and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, 'All the words which Yahweh has spoken we will do!'” (Exod 24:3)
Dennis J. McCarthy, Treaty & Covenant: A Study in Form in the Ancient Oriental Documents and in the OT (Rome: Pontifical Institute, 1963), 3, 28-29; Meredith Kline, The Treaty of the Great King (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963); Moshe Weinfeld, tyrb TDOT  2: 253-79;  G. E. Mendenhall, “Covenant Forms in Israelite Tradition” BA 17 (1954): 50-76. The format may be found in K. Kitchen’s article, “The Patriarchal Age: Myth or History?” BAR 21/2 (1995):48-57, 88 and Jon Levenson, Sinai & Zion: An Entry into the Jewish Bible (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1985), 26-36.

Sandra Richter©2026

