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A Discernment Guide for Local Church Leadership
Purpose
This guide is intended to help churches reflect prayerfully on their calling to pass on the faith across generations. The goal is not to evaluate programs alone, but to discern how God is inviting your congregation to respond faithfully to the people He is sending into your care.
Begin each session with prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide your conversation with humility, honesty, and hope.


Session 1: Seeing Our Congregation Clearly
Scripture Focus: Psalm 145:4; Galatians 6:10
Discernment Questions
· Who is currently part of our congregation by generation (children, youth, young adults, families, older adults, single-person households)?
· Who is showing up—or beginning to show up—that we may not yet feel prepared to serve?
· Where do we see signs of spiritual hunger, longing for belonging, or desire for formation among those attending?
· How do we currently express that we are the “household of faith” rather than a collection of age-based groups?
Reflection Prompt
What evidence do we see that God is already at work among the generations in our church?

Session 2: Honoring the Strengths and Struggles of Our Church
Scripture Focus: 1 Corinthians 12:12–27
Discernment Questions
· In what ways are our older and wiser saints a spiritual gift to this congregation?
· Where do our leaders or members feel uncertain, underprepared, or hesitant when it comes to engaging younger generations or changing family realities?
· How might fear of “doing it wrong” be limiting faithful presence and relationship?
· What spiritual resources do we already have that we may be overlooking (wisdom, prayer, testimony, consistency)?
Reflection Prompt
How might God be inviting us to rely less on expertise and more on faithful presence?

Session 3: Responding to the Needs of Families and Households
Scripture Focus: Deuteronomy 6:6–7; Joshua 24:15
Discernment Questions
· How does our church currently support faith formation in the home?
· What pressures are families, parents, caregivers, and households in our congregation facing right now?
· How do we encourage worship, prayer, and Scripture beyond Sunday gatherings?
· In what ways could our church better walk alongside families rather than expecting them to figure faith formation out alone?
Reflection Prompt
What would it look like for our church to strengthen households as centers of faith rather than treating faith as a weekly activity?





Session 4: Becoming an Intergenerational Community
Scripture Focus: Titus 2:1–8; Psalm 78:4
Discernment Questions
· Where do generations naturally interact in our church? Where are they separated?
· How might intentional intergenerational relationships strengthen discipleship for both younger and older members?
· Are there opportunities for mentoring, prayer partnerships, shared service, or storytelling across generations?
· What would it look like for our church to affirm that every generation is both a learner and a teacher?
Reflection Prompt
How might God use relationships between generations to form faith more deeply than programs alone?

Session 5: Welcoming Every Household with Grace
Scripture Focus: Romans 12:9–13; 1 Corinthians 7:17
Discernment Questions
· How well does our church communicate that single adults, blended families, widows, widowers, grandparents raising grandchildren, and young adults all belong here?
· Are there unspoken assumptions about “normal” family life that might unintentionally exclude others?
· How can our language, leadership structures, and ministry practices reflect the full diversity of the body of Christ?
Reflection Prompt
Who might feel unseen or unsure of their place in our congregation—and how might God be calling us to respond?


Session 6: Healing, Hope, and Freedom Across Generations
Scripture Focus: Exodus 20:5–6; 2 Corinthians 5:17
Discernment Questions
· Where do we see patterns of brokenness, hurt, or spiritual struggle repeating across generations?
· How does our church talk about grace, healing, repentance, and new life?
· Are we creating safe spaces for people to name wounds and experience Christ’s restoring power?
· How do we communicate hope that God’s mercy extends further than any generational struggle?
Reflection Prompt
How might our church more intentionally bear witness to Christ’s power to redeem and restore families across generations?
Session 7: Discernment Toward Action
Scripture Focus: James 1:22; Philippians 1:6
Discernment Questions
· What is one concrete step God may be inviting our church to take in the next year?
· Where do we sense energy, readiness, or holy invitation?
· What support, training, or partnership might we need to take the next faithful step?
· How will we measure faithfulness—not just activity—in generational discipleship?
Reflection Prompt
If we were to bless the next generation through one intentional action, what might God be calling us to begin now?
Weekly Prayer
Invite participants to pray for:
· The generations already present in the church
· The people God is sending but we have not yet met
· Wisdom, courage, and humility to respond faithfully
· Trust that God’s covenant love extends to a thousand generations
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