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Siƫng in a prison for preparing the way for the Messiah, John the BapƟst wondered 
whether or not Jesus really was the Messiah. John's doubt, despite bapƟzing Jesus and 
hearing God speak from heaven, sets the stage for Jesus to talk about greatness in his 
kingdom. Come join us this week as we consider the greatness of those who obey the Lord 
and how to reject the world's rejecƟon of truth.  

 

Well, if you've got your Bibles, I want to invite you to open to Luke chapter seven. We are in this series, 
The Certainty of the Good News, where we are looking at the promises of the gospel and how what we 
have heard, we can take assurance in. Because as we see the tesƟmony of those who saw Jesus, and as 
we hear what Jesus said, we see that Jesus is the King, the Messiah, the Son of God. And today it's 
interesƟng as we are reading the Gospel of Luke about the certainty that we can have in our faith, that 
today we are going to be talking about doubt from the greatest person who lived up to Jesus, John the 
BapƟst.  
 
Today we are talking about DefeaƟng Doubt as Kingdom CiƟzens.  
 
And what we will see as we dig into this passage is a fascinaƟng picture of how John's doubt leads Jesus 
to show how we should respond to doubt. And just as importantly, when we read through this passage, it 
helps us to see how God regards us and how we should regard both him and the world. 
 
Because if you're out there and you're a believer, I know you have doubt. Because no believer does not 
have doubt. If you're a believer out there and you're like, “Well, I've never doubted anything in my life,” I 
doubt you—and you're—I—I okay. So I'm glad we're on the same page. No one out there is offended right 
now.  
 
And if you're a non-believer, you probably have a lot of doubt. You probably as we talked about communion 
and I said this cup is not for you—that probably didn't feel good. But I don't say that because we want to 
exclude you. We want to fill you with doubt, but I say that because we want to preach and proclaim the 
truth to you. We don't want to leave you in a place where you come in and you think, “Oh, this is, I'm 
good. I'm good before God.” Because when Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor…” (Luke 6:20), he meant 
blessed are those who know that they are not righteous. “Blessed are the hungry…” It's those who hunger 
for righteousness and “blessed are those who are weeping…” those who weep because they know they 
cannot be righteous in their own strength. Because for those who see the world that way, the kingdom is 
theirs because of the blood of Christ. 
 
As we dig into our passage today, I want to encourage each and every one of you that if you cry out to the 
Lord, you will be saved. And as we struggle in doubts in our lives—whether they're struggles about 
provision in this life or promises that God has made, whatever struggles lead you to wonder “Is God really 
in control? Is he really all-powerful? Can I really trust him?”—what I want to encourage you in is that what 
he has already displayed in your life is enough to say yes you can.  
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And so we are looking today at how to Defeat Doubt as Kingdom CiƟzens and I want to encourage you that 
wherever you stand today, whatever doubts you have, the Lord sees them, he knows them, and he is 
greater than them. 
 
To that end, I'm going to pray one more Ɵme and then we will jump into our passage.  
 
Father in heaven, we thank you. We thank you, Lord, that as we stand in a world that is full of cynical narraƟves that 
rejects you and rejects the truth of the gospel. As we struggle with our own insecuriƟes, as we struggle with our own 
doubts, as we struggle with our own realiƟes, that we know that we fall so short of you. I praise you, Lord, that the 
work of your Son is sure and complete. And I pray that in this Ɵme, your Spirit would be opening our eyes that we 
would see it, that we would understand, and that you would give us eyes to see and ears to hear what your Word has 
to say. Father, I pray that you would speak to me and speak through me, that these would be your words and not 
mine. And I pray, Lord, that if anyone here does not know you, by the end of today, they would be rejoicing in the 
work of the gospel and the work of your spirit and opening their eyes. We pray all of this in your son, Jesus' holy and 
precious name. Amen. 
 
When we're talking about DefeaƟng Doubt as Kingdom CiƟzens, we're gonna be in Luke 7:18–35. And the 
first point we're gonna see is that we need to Trust in the works of the Lord. We need to Trust in the 
works of the Lord. And I hope as you hear this, you're like, well, no, duh, MaƩ. But someƟmes I think we 
lose sight of the works the Lord has already done. And a lot of our doubt is centered on the reality that 
although he's already shown us his faithfulness, we doubt it the next Ɵme we should be thinking about 
how good he has been and how good he conƟnues to be. So we're going to Trust in the works of the Lord, 
and we're going to see this play out as we look at the doubt of John the BapƟst. 
 
Then John's disciples told him about all these things. (Luke 7:18) Now, John's disciples are telling him this with 
bars between them. You see, John is in prison. In Luke chapter 3:19-20 John is out by the Jordan he's 
preaching the crowds are coming he's telling them repent for the kingdom of God is at hand he's bapƟzing 
people and preparing them for the coming of Jesus. And as John speaks the truth Herod the tetrarch the guy 
ruling over the area John rebuked him because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the evil things he had done, 
he married his brother's wife, gross, in a weird way. And Herod added this to everything else he had done. 
He locked up John in prison. 
 
So when John is hearing about all these things about Jesus, and what is he hearing? He's hearing Jesus 
raised a widow's son from the dead. He healed a Roman official's servant. He's hearing about the way 
Jesus is teaching with authority, the way Jesus is announcing he's coming with the year of the Lord's favor. 
He's driving out demons. He's healing the sick. John is hearing all of this from prison. And John, who knew 
his task was to prepare the way for the Lord, he's like, “I think this is the Messiah. So why am I in prison? 
If I have prepared the way for the Lord, why have I been betrayed in this moment?” Now, you may not 
know this, but if you read MaƩhew, Mark, and Luke and look at the three accounts of John's arrest side by 
side by side, what you will find is that in Mark, John isn't just arrested, John is betrayed into the hands of 
the Romans. This is an important liƩle disƟncƟon because it sets the stage. John was betrayed, Jesus will 
be betrayed. 
 
When we look at John's betrayal, he's imprisoned and he's got a few followers leŌ. They were already 
leaving him to follow Jesus before Jesus's ministry really had full steam. But John is arrested, imprisoned, 
and he's wondering “If the Messiah is here and I prepared the way well for him, why am I in prison?” And 
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so John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we expect someone else?” (Luke 7:19–20) 
 
Now when John bapƟzed Jesus a dove descended from heaven and a voice spoke from heaven and said 
“You are my Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22) John witnessed that. H e's expressing doubt here, 
“Well if you're the Messiah why is Herod sƟll in charge why am I sƟll in prison?” And if you doubt that John 
doubts, the Holy Spirit wants you to consider John's doubt twice. So the quesƟon shows up the exact same 
way. When the men reached Jesus, they said, “John the BapƟst sent us to ask you, ‘Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we expect someone else?’” (Luke 7:20) 
 
John is looking at his present circumstances and saying, “God, are you, are you really in this?” I'm sure 
many of you have asked that quesƟon. I have. At Ɵmes when I'm feeling low, when I'm doubƟng the Lord, 
I wonder, God, are you really in control in this moment? If you watch the news for even like two minutes, 
hopefully you're saying, “God, are you really in control of this nonsense in our world, in our naƟon, in our 
city?” Just whatever news you're watching. But John asked this quesƟon, and here's how Jesus responds. 
 
At that Ɵme Jesus healed many people of diseases, afflicƟons, and evil spirits, and he granted sight to many blind 
people. (Luke 7:21) He replied to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard:  

The blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, 
 and the poor are told the good news, 

and blessed is the one who isn't offended by me.” (Luke 7:22–23) 
 
Now, first and foremost, in the Old Testament, we do not have any accounts of someone who was blind 
from birth receiving sight. We do have accounts in the Old Testament of when the Messiah comes, the 
blind will receive their sight. This refers both to the spiritually blind and also the physically blind. That 
alone is evidence that Jesus is exactly who they have been waiƟng for.  
 
John's quesƟon through his disciples, “Are you the one?” is met with an explosion of kingdom power in 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit displaying through Jesus. He heals many diseases, afflicƟons, evil spirits, the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed. In this whole list, those five are very clear, 
the blind, the lame, the leper, the deaf, and the dead. But then there's a sixth one, the poor are told the 
good news. That one may not seem as miraculous, right? You know, I mean, a blind person receiving sight, 
you'd say, surely that's a miracle of God. The dead raised. Surely that's a miracle of God. The poor are told 
the good news. That seems like an everyday occurrence, but it's listed among the miracles Jesus has done. 
 
Because if the blind receive their sight, but they're not made right before God, is that really a miracle? Yes, 
it is. I'm not going to minimize blind people receiving their sight. But the ulƟmate thing Jesus came to bring 
was not comfort in this life, but right relaƟonship with this in this life and the next with God. The poor are 
told the good news. This is what we talked about last week. “Blessed are the poor in spirit…” or “blessed are 
the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” (Luke 6:20) The promise throughout Luke is for those who know 
they are unrighteous, for those who hunger for righteousness, and for those who weep because they know 
they could never be righteous before God. The kingdom is theirs through the work of Christ Jesus. 
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If you are here today and you are a believer, you are a miracle that God has done. You are a miracle in that 
you were dead in your sins. Ephesians two. You were dead in your sins and in the trespasses in which you once 
walked. You were a child of wrath and now you are a child of God, not by anything you have done, but because of 
God, because of his great mercy and his great love, he has made you alive. By grace you have been saved. 
(Ephesians 2:1–5, paraphrased)  
 
That is a miracle of all miracles. That is the greatest thing that could ever be done because it is something 
that none of us could do for ourselves. If you wonder, is God sƟll acƟve in this world today? Each believer 
is a tesƟmony that God sƟll works miracles. It may seem small, but it is not small at all, because if you are 
a believer, it is not again because of anything you have done, but it is because you were blind spiritually. 
He opened your eyes. He showed you that you were unrighteous. And through his work you hungered for 
righteousness you could never, have you weeped at the thought that you are a sinner, and you cried out 
to him and he saved you. You are covered by his blood what a wonderful thing. 
 
When we read this passage before we even get to Jesus addressing the doubt to the crowds, which he's 
about to do, Jesus's starƟng point to address the doubts is Jesus really the Messiah is to say, “I have done 
the impossible again and again. I have done displays that only God could do.” And in that list, number six, 
number six is—would that be this? I don't know. We don't need to talk about that. Number six on that list 
is one that we sƟll see today. And you may say, “Pastor MaƩ, well, couldn't these other ones be done by 
God today?” They can. Again, I'm not a person who believes that God does not heal and do these other 
things. I'm open but cauƟous. I don't expect them to happen all the Ɵme. But the one miracle I know that 
God does all the Ɵme and oŌen is he makes people who were dead in their sin alive through the Holy Spirit 
and the work of Jesus Christ. 
 
So as we talk about DefeaƟng Doubt as Kingdom CiƟzens, the first thing we need to do is Trust in the 
works of the Lord. And if you're a believer, there is one work he has absolutely done in your life. If you say, 
I need a sign from God, I hear this all the Ɵme from newer believers. They're like, “I became a ChrisƟan 
and now I'm waiƟng for God to reveal to me some miracle or do some incredible thing.” If you are a 
believer, you were a walking corpse, you were dead in your sin and God has made you alive. And if you do 
not see the miracle that God has done, you're so blind to what is the most incredible thing. You, if you are 
a believer, are a work of the Lord. You could not be a believer in your own strength. You were dead and he 
has made you alive. When you struggle in doubt and struggle with the idea is God really in control of these 
different things, go back to the reality that he has given you his Spirit. 
 
As we keep reading, we will realize that having the Spirit, the Holy Spirit in you is something that makes 
you greater even than John, which sounds crazy 'cause you're thinking John did all these amazing things, 
but let's keep reading because the first thing we see is we need to Trust in the works of the Lord. And it 
brings us to the reality that we need to Rejoice in the works of the Lord. 
 
So John's disciples leave. AŌer John's messengers leŌ, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John. (Luke 
7:24) And Jesus here could say, “Can you believe that guy doubts me? Did you guys just see what I did? 
How could this guy doubt me? I'm bringing people back from the dead.” Jesus could speak that way. But 
instead to the crowds, Jesus says this, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the 
wind? No. What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soŌ clothes? See, those who are splendidly dressed 
and live in luxury are in royal palaces.” (Luke 7:24–25) 
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Here, we talked last week about this and it will come up again and again in the Gospel of Luke. Jesus speaks 
of the rich and in their culture to be rich meant that God had blessed you is what the people believed. But 
the reality of what Jesus is saying here is you didn't come to the wilderness to see a guy who looked 
righteous by the standards of this world. John wore like the hair of camels and he ate locusts and he ate 
wild honey. And in everything you read about John, I always picture him as looking kind of crazy, like he 
probably had long, crazy hair and like he's out in the wilderness. And by the way, why on earth would you 
go to the wilderness when you're in the promised land and you have the temple of God? And yet the 
people flocked to John, not because he looked like what they expected, but why? “Why then did you go out 
to see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.” (Luke 7:26) 
 
John sends messengers who express his doubt and his wondering, is Jesus really the Messiah? And then 
what does Jesus do? He liŌs John up by focusing on the faithful work that John does.  
 
“This is the one about whom it is wriƩen:  

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
 he will prepare your way before you.’” (Luke 7:27)  

 
This is from Isaiah. It's a prophecy about John poinƟng that John will pave the way for the Messiah to 
come. And Jesus is saying he is exactly the one you think he is. He is the one who would prepare the way. 
Jesus here is saying in so many words, I am the Messiah. But he is focused on John and John's work. 
 
John was out in the wilderness and his people were coming to him. He was saying, repent. He was bapƟzing 
them for the forgiveness of their sins. He was saying, you are not righteous before God. And the sinners 
and the tax collectors were coming to be bapƟzed. Not everyone was, as we will see, but many were 
coming and they were walking humbly. He was preparing the way so they would be ready when the king 
came. Jesus says, “I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John.” (Luke 7:28) John is the 
one who prepared the way for the Messiah. He is the greatest prophet leading up to Jesus. 
 
When you read those words, I read those and I think, does that mean he's greater than Abraham? Does 
that mean he's greater than... And in the kingdom, I don't think we're supposed to spend all our Ɵme on 
comparison, but these words seem preƩy clear. To the people of that day, this guy, who right now is 
expressing doubt about me, but prepared the way for me, he is the greatest who has come before me. 
“But the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (Luke 7:28) 
 
Now, I don't want you to get a big head. But if you're a believer you're a part of the kingdom of God. And 
if you're siƫng here thinking, “All right, so I'll have a bigger house in heaven than John,” you've got the 
wrong thought process here. How does Jesus display his greatness? It’s through his humility, washing feet, 
loving to the end. You see the picture of Christ and he is not out there making himself look great. And the 
point of this is not for us to look at how great we are, but there is something you have that John didn't 
have. Now, the Holy Spirit was on John from when he was in his mother's womb. We saw that during our 
Advent series, but the Holy Spirit was on him. But unƟl Jesus died and rose, the Holy Spirit could not be in 
him or anyone else. If you are a believer, you have the Holy Spirit in your heart. You have been sealed by 
the Spirit. It is a work that could not be done unƟl Jesus died and rose. And so that is what this means that 
you are greater. 
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If what you take from this is, I've got it made. When I get to heaven, I'm one step ahead of John the BapƟst. 
I don't need to do anything. You've missed the point of the kingdom. But I want to make sure you know 
that when Jesus is saying this, he is saying, what I am coming to bring, is greater than the greatest thing 
that has preceded me and the least in my kingdom is greater than the greatest things that have preceded 
me. And so as we think about defeaƟng doubt, what does Jesus do here? His points are not to diminish 
someone for wondering or doubƟng. He liŌs them up and points to the works that they have done. I think 
this is important for us. 
 
I've been menƟoning Ephesians two. We were dead and our sins were made alive through the work of 
Christ because of God's great love. By grace, you have been saved. And at the end of Ephesians two, one 
through 10, it talks about we've been saved by grace to do the good works that God has prepared for us. 
I think someƟmes in my doubt and in my struggles and from talking to many of you over the last two and 
a half years, I can say when you have doubts and struggles, It's hard to think that when God looks at you, 
he sees you as his child because you know he knows everything about you. But the promises we have 
throughout Scripture, when he sees you, he sees you as his chosen child, redeemed by the blood of Christ. 
He sees you and has good works prepared for you. His focus for you is not to just beat you down, but to 
liŌ you up as you seek to follow him. 
 
I think here about any good and loving parent, when your child comes to you feeling like a failure, I hope 
you don't say “You are”. You speak truth, right? So if your kid's been bad all day and they say, “It feels like 
you're mad at me all day,” it's like, well, “you've been bad, but hey, let's focus on the good. I know you can 
walk. I know you can do this beƩer.” I hope that you've had that experience with one of your parents. I 
know not everyone is lucky enough to have that. But when we look at the Lord and the way that he 
responds to those who are doubƟng, he doesn't respond by saying, you have good reason to doubt. He 
says, look at the works I've done through you. Trust in the works I've done in you and follow me. That is 
how we should regard ourselves when we have doubt, not because of what we have done. 
 
If you come away from this sermon thinking, "I'm greater than John the BapƟst and God, when He looks 
at me, says just great job," we do need to walk humbly before the Lord. We need to recognize where we 
have struggles and we need to cry out to Him. My goal in this sermon is not to get you to ignore and not 
follow through; instead, it's to encourage you that when you have those doubts, you should trust in Him 
and cry out to Him. 
 
The Old Testament theme is rejoicing in the works of the Lord and trusƟng in the works of the Lord. What 
do we see? God says, "I'm the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I'm the God who brought you out of 
Egypt." God reminds us again and again of His saving works, and He reminds us repeatedly of what He has 
done so that we would trust what He will do. So in our doubts, we should look at how He has acted and 
trust that He will conƟnue to remain faithful to His promises, because He will. 
 
And this brings us to the last point. We need to Reject the world's interpretaƟon of the works of the Lord. 
We need to Reject the world's interpretaƟon of the works of the Lord.  
 
AŌer Jesus says, I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John, but the least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he, there's this liƩle parentheƟcal point.  And when all the people, including 
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the tax collectors, heard this, they acknowledged God's way of righteousness because they had been bapƟzed with 
John's bapƟsm. (Luke 7:29) Now, when it says they acknowledged God's way of righteousness, it's a good 
translaƟon of a very weird Greek word. It's they recognize the vindicaƟon of God's goodness. VindicaƟon 
is the key word here. The idea is they realize that what God has said is true and they say, “Yes, that is 
righteous. Yes, that is good.” And they're not saying it as we choose righteousness over God and we get to 
decide and judge God, but they are saying they agree with what God has said and done. 
 
But since the Pharisees and experts in the law had not been bapƟzed by John, they rejected the plan of God for 
themselves. (Luke 7:30) As Jesus is saying this, the crowd is filled with people who are walking in humility 
and people who are walking in pride. For those who know how poor they are, they hear these words and 
they look and they think, “Yes, God's way is the right way.” But for those that John the BapƟst called a 
brood of vipers, the religious leaders, the Pharisees, the experts in the law, when they hear this, they don't 
hear this and say, “God's way is righteous.” They say, “we are already righteous.” Woe to the rich, woe to 
the full, and woe to those who laugh. Theirs is not the kingdom of God. 
 
AŌer this, Jesus goes on to say,  
 
“To what then should I compare the people of this generaƟon, and what are they like? They are like 
children siƫng in the marketplace and saying to each other:  

We played the flute for you,  
but you didn’t dance;  

we sang a lament,  
but you didn’t weep.’”  

For John the BapƟst did not come eaƟng bread or drinking wine. And you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man 
has come eaƟng and drinking. And you say, ‘Look, a gluƩon and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” (Luke 7:31–35) 
 
Now, Jesus here is comparing the religious leaders and those who think that they are in a posiƟon of 
righteousness to liƩle children, that no maƩer what you say, they say it's wrong. Now, there's a fascinaƟng 
thing here. Depending on what study Bible you have or commentaries you read, that “we played the flute 
for you, but you didn’t dance,” some people say aƩach that to John the BapƟst because they're saying, John 
the BapƟst, we said, look how righteous we are and you rejected it. And Jesus, we sang a lament for you, 
but you're coming and eaƟng and drinking. There's all these different arguments, which is about which, 
and I'm going to tell you what I think. And I want to say either interpretaƟon leads to the same result. The 
people that are encountering the ministries of John and Jesus that think they are righteous are rejecƟng. 
 
I think when it says, “We sang a lament, but you didn’t weep,” John the BapƟst is out there. And what is John 
doing? John is out there and he is proclaiming to the crowds, repent. And the religious leaders are hearing 
that and they're scoffing. Because they say, he doesn't know. Look how righteous we are. Look how fed 
and saƟsfied we are. When Jesus came and Jesus comes in abundance, right? In in Luke 4, he came to 
preach the good news to the poor. He came in the year of the Lord's favor and he comes in abundance. 
He's going among sinners and tax collectors. He's telling the disciples, let down your net and they come 
up with a boatload of fish so much that the boat's sinking. He's doing all these things in abundance. And 
so they criƟcize him for the abundance. “The Son of Man has come eaƟng and drinking. And you say, ‘Look, a 
gluƩon and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’” (Luke 7:34) 
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The irony, however you want to interpret it, is that the Pharisees and the tax collector or the experts of 
the law, what they have done is they have said, “all right, you say it this way, so we're going to say it the 
opposite. Oh, now you say it the opposite. We're going to say it this way.” They are never willing to sit on 
the works of God. When the people were repenƟng before John, the tax collectors and the Pharisees 
wanted to arrest John. When Jesus is out healing and doing incredible things, he's going to feed thousands 
of people. He's going to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and show it through his healings and his 
works and driving out demons. And they're going to say, “it doesn't maƩer that you're doing all of this 
because you did a bit of it on the Sabbath.” They're going to reject him because what we see as we read 
through this, as we read through the rest of Luke, is that as this stage is set, the world is going to reject 
him again and again. They reject him when he leads. They reject him when he comes in peace. They reject 
everything about Jesus and ulƟmately it leads to his death on the cross. 
 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children. (Luke 7:35) To all who walk humbly before the Lord and put their 
trust in the Lord they will be jusƟfied This is a liƩle reference back to Proverbs 8, but ulƟmately it is 
speaking of for those who trust in the Lord, in the end it will show that they were right to do so. And so 
we must Reject the world's interpretaƟons of the works of the Lord. 
 
If you read carefully through all of the different arguments Jesus has with the Pharisees, at one point they'll 
argue one side and then they'll argue the other, and that is not just a thing of the first century. This is a 
reality today that the kingdom of God, the world uƩerly rejects the kingdom of God from any and every 
angle. There is an evil one. And for the world that is blind to the wisdom of God, there are so many who 
reject. My simplest example of this, I've talked about this before, but it is sƟll the thing that hurts my brain 
the most. When I was an 18 year old, what I was told was ChrisƟans are stupid. Because what is evidently 
clear that you can see with your eyes, ChrisƟans say isn't true. What is evidently clear and observable, 
ChrisƟans hate science. They hate observable fact. 20 years later, observable fact about gender has no 
bearing on reality anymore for the world. It's like a funny thing looking at the way the world goes back and 
forth, but it's not a funny thing. It's a depressing thing. 
 
There's a reality that when you start to look at, like, you look at the deconstrucƟon movement where 
people are walking away from the faith. And on the one hand, they'll say that ChrisƟans don't care about 
the poor. And then you look at the data and the church is one of the greatest organizaƟons, the greatest 
organizaƟon overall for giving to those in need. You look at the narraƟves that the world puts out there 
and then it's, “Well, the church gives and gives.” and then that data gets out there and all of a sudden the 
world's response is, well, actually they give to organizaƟons that are problemaƟc and this and that and 
that. And the reality is, is that no maƩer where you go, the world seeks to be against it. No maƩer what 
worldview you take, no maƩer what you seek to land on in Scripture, the world will be against it and will 
come at one angle. And will come at the other. Satan is the father of lies he doesn't just come at one angle 
and say oh they stopped me there he comes from any and all angles. 
 
When I talk to young people who are struggling in their faith, one of the things I get most depressed by is 
they'll start talking about influencers who are like, “Well, I read this Bible verse, and it shows that the Bible 
contradicts itself.” Then I'll say, “Well, what do you do with this and this?” and they'll say, “Oh yeah, that's 
a good point.” They'll say, “But this other influencer says the verse means this,” and they'll start talking, 
and we'll have this whole conversaƟon where I'll be siƫng there thinking, “Is anything you're saying rooted 
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in the historic church?” Because when you look at Scripture and you look at how it's been interpreted over 
2,000 years since Christ came, do you know how liƩle has changed? There have been seasons of reform, 
and there have been seasons of change in the church, but the core values that were present in Acts 2 are 
present to this day. The church has not wavered. Humans have wavered, but the Church of God, the body 
of Christ, has not wavered. The world will seek to aƩack from any and all sides. They did it in Jesus’s day. 
They will do it today. The evil one is not saƟsfied by ChrisƟans who stand on the truth, because that is the 
worst outcome for the dominion of darkness, the kingdom where Satan reigns. 
 
If you are a believer, I want to encourage you that you need to guard your heart and your mind from what 
this world will put in it. If you like a couple months ago, I heard about a debate between an atheist and a 
ChrisƟan and I watched it. And aŌer watching that debate, all of the sudden, my algorithm was full of the 
atheist guy. And I was interested a few Ɵmes. And I will say I was interested because I was like, I want to 
hear what are the arguments out there. But all of a sudden, I noƟced that everything on YouTube was bent 
towards atheism. And all of a sudden, I was like, well, how do I fix this? And so I started to work on fixing 
the algorithm. I searched some different pastors I like listening to their sermons of to try and offset it. And 
it took a very long Ɵme to kind of get it back towards a God-honoring thing. But what you have to 
understand is when the world starts to push on you, if you are not prepared, you are going to find yourself 
hearing the world's interpretaƟon all the Ɵme. 
 
If I can say even more boldly we talked about this at Ironman at our table a liƩle bit yesterday we are not 
meant to have the amount of informaƟon available at our fingerƟps and a reality in this world one of the 
ways that Satan wins all the Ɵme as we seek to follow and then we struggle in our doubts and all of these 
different things is Satan convinces us that we're experts in forensics and science and poliƟcs and world 
trade and the economy. And we think we're experts in all of it because we listen to seven different things 
that tell us, and then we decide which one is true. But the reality is that if this isn't our source of truth, all 
those other sources aren't going to lead us anywhere good. 
 
This is where I think in the church, one of the things we have to do is we have to not let the world be the 
one to set the narraƟve. The Pharisees and the religious leaders of that day, the experts of the law, and I 
keep going like this when I say experts of the law, they knew the Old Testament backwards and forwards, 
and when the Messiah came, they wanted to kill him. It's possible for someone to know a lot about the 
Bible and know nothing about God. If we are to seek to follow the Lord, we need to lean on the church. 
We need to lean on one another. We need to trust in the Holy Spirit and we need to trust in the word of 
God. When Jesus came, he came in abundance for his people. When Jesus came, he showed the truth and 
he gave us the Holy Spirit. 
 
If you are struggling in doubt, I want to encourage you trust in the works of the Lord. I want to just come 
back to that because you are a work of the Lord. You are a miracle. When people say, well, I see all that 
stuff that Jesus said in the Bible, but he's not doing any of that today. You are proof posiƟve that he sƟll 
works in that way. Rejoice in what he's done. Rejoice in what he's doing. Stay focused on him and do not 
allow what the world has said to infiltrate and push you off of the center you have in Christ. 
 
Let's pray.  
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Father in heaven, We thank you for this day. Father, we thank you that as we read about John and his doubts, we see 
how you liŌ him up, and more importantly, we see how you liŌ all up who put their faith and hope in you. Father, we 
thank you that our hope is found in nothing less than your Son. And we thank you that he died on the cross for our 
sins, he rose from the grave, he ascended to heaven, and he is returning. Father, I pray we would be a people who 
trust in your works and rejoice in your works and do not allow the world to infiltrate or move us off the center that 
you have given us. We pray, Lord, that we would be founded on you. We pray that you would be our cornerstone, our 
strong foundaƟon.  And we praise you, Lord, for all that your Son has done for us. We pray all of this in his holy and 
precious name. In the name of Jesus, amen. 
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Digging Deeper – Greatness in the Kingdom  – Luke 7:18-35 

 

1. What stood out to you from the sermon? 

Read Luke 7:18-35 

2. What stands out to you as you read through the passage? 
 

3. Check MaƩhew 4:12 and Mark 1:14 and consider John’s locaƟon when he sends messengers to Jesus. What do 
you think is on John’s mind? 
 

4. Read Luke 6:20-26 and consider: how does John’s present state match what Jesus has proclaimed about the 
kingdom? 
 

5. John’s doubt leads Jesus to display an incredible series of miracles. What are the miracles Jesus listed. Which of 
those do we sƟll see at work today? (hint, there is one that is sƟll explicitly happening today) 
 

6. AŌer hearing the quesƟons, displaying his power, and responding to John’s disciples, how does Jesus speak of 
John to the crowds who are around him? 
 

7. Is John’s doubt what John is remembered for? Why or why not? What can we learn from this? 
 

8. Who are the ones who respond well to the message Jesus has in the passage? What sets them apart from 
those who respond poorly? 
 

9. Consider the final few verses and the criƟcisms against John and Jesus. Where do they fall apart logically? 
 

10. How do these compare to modern criƟcisms you hear against ChrisƟans and the Gospel? 
 

11. What is the encouragement Jesus gives to end this passage? 
 

12. As you read this passage, if you are a follower of Jesus, you are greater than John the BapƟst according to the 
words Jesus says in this passage. That greatness does not mean anything worth bragging about but should be 
an awe-inspiring reminder of what God accomplished through the death and resurrecƟon of Jesus. Take Ɵme 
to consider the greatness you have received in Christ. Write out a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord for what 
he has done. 
 
 

13. Take some Ɵme to end in prayer by sharing prayer requests and praying for one another. 


