
Promote the welfare of
the city where I have
sent you. . .Pray to the
Lord for it, because your
future depends on its
welfare.

Jeremiah 29:7



History

People

Beginning with a small fishing community in the 1800s,
the area that is now Gulf Shores was sparsely populated
until the Intracoastal Waterway was completed and Gulf
State Park was opened in the late 1930's and people
began to be drawn to the area. The City of Gulf Shores
was officially incorporated in 1958, and the town began
to thrive in the 1960's with family-owned stores, homes,
and motels for tourists. By developing events throughout
the year, Gulf Shores has attracted both year-round
residents and tourists who visit throughout the year..

Up until the 1970's fishing was a primary industry for the
area, but with the advent of new regulations, it has
greatly increased and has been replaced by the industries
of tourism and real estate.

Information obatined from gulfshoresal.gov. 

The population of Gulf Shores increased from 9,741 in the
2010 U.S. Census to 15,014 in the 2020 U.S. Census, an
increase of 54%.

As a result of population growth in Gulf Shores and the
surrounding area, the 2020 U.S Census shows Baldwin
County is the fourth largest county in the state of
Alabama.

While many people choose to retire on the Gulf Coast,
62.6% of the Gulf Shores population between the ages of
18 and 65, and 59.8% of total population over 16 is in the
workforce.

Information from the 2020 U.S. Census report at census.gov. 



Context
According to gulfshoresal.gov, Alabama Gulf Coast Beaches attract nearly 7 million
visitors who in turn bring over $5 billion into the local economy. Because of the
vast number of tourists visiting our community, there are more than 54,000
travel-related jobs in the area, which accounts for $1.7 billion in wages.

Because of the finite land area, particularly south of the Intracoastal Waterway,
both housing and business locales are limited, and as such at a premium. 

According to Baldwin Realtors, in May 2022, island-based housing sale prices
were up over 40% from May 2021, and these homes were on the market an
average of 24 days before selling. 

Anecdotal evidence gleaned from conversations with those associated with a
number of business arenas suggest that one of the biggest needs for small
businesses in this area is available and affordable office space.

Whether full-time office space for a particular company or part-time office
space for professional individuals such as real-estate agents, consultants, and
freelancers, the lack of professional office space and/or shared office space
has been noted as a considerable need for Gulf Shores, Alabama. 



Our Mission

In gratitude for the gift of the First Presbyterian
Church of Gulf Shores campus, it is important to
the church that the facility be used in such a way
as to serve the community in which we minister. 

Our mission is to reflect the true love of
Christ that shows itself through action,
commitment and unconditional
acceptance of all people; to perpetuate
hope for our community and our world
by being consistently mindful of the
indescribable gifts God has bestowed
upon us  and to express gratitude for
such; to continually seek to grow in
truth and wisdom as we earnestly strive
to follow the teachings and walk in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ.



The First Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores is embarking
upon a new ministry called Hand-in-Hand Business
Center. Located on its campus, this new venture will
fulfill a great need for small businesses in the
community.

If you are in need of space for your small business or are
interested in the development of plans for this new
business center, please contact Rev. Christina Ennen at
gsfpcpastor@outlook.com or call/text 618-980-9899.

Small to medium office space, conference rooms, and
large meeting halls will be available. Currently
coordinating with other local entities, the church hopes
this will especially serve entrepreneurs striving to launch
their businesses.

mailto:gsfpcpastor@outlook.com


A venture that seeks to engage in social
impact while also generating revenue from

operations.
 

Definition obtained from We Aren't Broke  by Mark Elsdon 

Social
so·cial

/ˈsōSHəl/ 
adjective

relating to society
or its

organization.
 

Enterprise
en·ter·prise

/ˈen(t)ərˌprīz/
noun

entrepreneurial
economic activity.

Social Enterprise:

Traditional, charity-based church-funding models are
becoming less sustainable, and churches, whose

priority is to minister to the community, are looking
to new ways of both funding and doing ministry. One

of those approaches is through social enterprise.



Come Share Our Space 

 Welcoming

 Welcoming

 Growing Office

 Sharing

 Learning

 Support

 Small business 

Entrepreneurial

 Idea-sharing

 Co-working

 Workspace

 Sanctuary  Comfortable

Whether you are looking for long-term dedicated office space, 
 short-term co-working space, a place to have a meeting or an

event, Hand-in-Hand Business Center has options for you. 



Fall 2022 Spring 2023
Dedicated Office Space Available;
Cyber Security for Small Business Seminar 
Financing Your Small Buisness Seminar

Conference Room Space Available

Winter 2023 Summer 2023

Timeline

Starting Your Small
Business Seminar Co-Working Space Available



Seminar Participants
This fall, the Hand-in-Hand Business

Center will host two seminars, one on
cyber security and one on business

financing, with the help of these entities.



How Hand-in-Hand Helps

Offering storage space to the Christian Service Center free of
charge
Hosting Gulf Coast Arts Alliance Arts Markets
Providing worship and fellowship opportunities for area
residents and visiting tourists
Monthly hosting of Red Cross Blood Drives
The Church Has Left the Building Service Projects
Participation in area mentoring programs 

Using Hand-in-Hand business space doesn't just benefit the
businesses involved, but also helps to fund the ministry of the
church in a number of ways including:



Partnership Opportunities
As a start-up endeavor, there are a number of opportunities to partner
with First Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores and the Hand-in-Hand

Business Center. Both financial and in-kind donations are welcomed. As
a 501(c)3 organization, gifts are tax-deductible. 

Furnishings for co-working spaces, dedicated office spaces,
conference rooms, and gathering spaces
HVAC repair for conference room space
Lock/key system
Property Management/Reservation Software
Marketing Materials
Copier/Printer for co-working space



Physical Address
309 E 21st Ave 

Gulf Shores, AL 36542

Mailing Address
PO Box 256

Gulf Shores, AL 36547

gsfpc@mediacombb.net
gsfpc.org

For more information on Hand-in-Hand Business Center,
contact Rev. Chrisy Ennen, MBA at (618)-980-9899 or gsfpcpastor@outlook.com.


