A Diagram of Ephesians

1:1-2 Greeting

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Life in Christ

I.  Our Identity (Sit)
A. God Completely Sets Up Our Identity: 

1: 3-14 [Every spiritual blessing is given to us…]


B. We are Called into Newness and Oneness in Christ

1:15 – 2:22 […by the transformational work of Christ…]

1:15 “For this reason…eyes of your heart may be enlightened”





C. We are Given the Mystery of Christ in order for us to give it to the world: 

3:1-14 [… as revealed by God …]

A Diagram of Ephesians 

A Life In Christ    (Continued)

D. We are Fully Empowered for this work:

3:14 “For this reason I kneel…” - 3:20-21 [… for His glory in us.}


II. Living It – 4:1 “Live  a  Life  Worthy  of  Your  Calling” (Walk)
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A Life In Christ    (Continued)

B. 5:22-6:9  -  Practical relational living in Newness  and Oneness
· In Marriage:  see all reoccurring themes

· In Family

· In Work Relationships

III. Defending It (Stand)
· 6:10 – “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power”
· 6:13 – “so that…you may be able to stand your ground…”

A. Our enemy identified 6:11-12 

· “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

B.  Our Armor described – 6:14-17
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A Life In Christ    (Continued)

C.  Our Armor Used

IV. 6:21-24 – Final Greetings

“Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. [22] I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. [24] Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.”

Father


Chose  v. 4


Adopted v. 5





Jesus


Redeemed v. 7


Inheritance v. 14





Holy Spirit


Sealed v. 13


Guarantee v. 14





2:11-22


Uncircumcised     (Not God’s People)





Reconciliation      (Access to the Father thru Christ)


Oneness                     (Christ’s body; one temple, one spirit)





2:1-10


Wrath                  (Dead in sin)





Resurrection     (Raised up, seated in heavenly realms)





Newness             (God’s              Workmanship)





1:15-23


Hope …   Called


[PAST]


Riches … Inheritance


[FUTURE]


Power … For us who believe


[PRESENT]





3:10-13


Mystery of Christ


Revealed to powers and authorities by the  church.





3:8-9


Mystery of Christ


Revealed to Gentiles by Paul.





3:1-7


Mystery of Christ


 Revealed to Paul by God.





3:16


“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being”





Strengthened with power in your inner being.





3:17


“so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love”





To grasp the Love of Christ.








3:19


“to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”





To know and be filled to all the fullness of God.








3:20-21


“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,] to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.





For His Glory





A.   4:2 Attributes of Newness


1.  4:17-5:2  Imitators of God





Put off the Old


Falsehood


Sin in anger


Unwholesome  talk


Grieve the Holy Spirit


Bad emotions


�
Put on the New


Truth


Righteous anger


Build others up





Engage with Holy Spirit


Healthy emotions�
�
2.  5:3-20 Light  Bearers





Kingdom of Darkness


Fruit:


Sexual immorality/


         impurity, greed, 


         obscenity, foolish


Talking, coarse joking, empty words.


Unwise


Foolish





Drunk on wine














�
Kingdom of Light


Fruit:


All goodness, righteousness, truth, God pleasing, exposes 


         darkness








Wise


Understand God’s Will


Be filled with Holy Spirit.


�
�









A.   4:3-16 Attributes of  Oneness


We have the:





Unity of the Spirit…


One Body


One Spirit


One Lord


One Faith


One Baptism


One God & Father of all�
Bond of peace








Cords of peace wrapped around us.





Overall, through all, and in all.


�
�



Yet we are diverse…





He ascended on high and gave gifts.





Apostles	Prophets	Evangelists


	Pastors		Teachers





All are unified in purpose:


To serve


To build up


To bring us unity


To become mature





…in order to mature in Christ.


                                                Body Grows


Infants                                                                             Christ











Devil’s  schemes


Not flesh & blood


Rulers, authorities, powers of this dark world.


Spiritual forces in heavenly realms.


�
Eph. 3:10-13


“His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, and according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.”�
�






Verbal Picture


Buckled


In place


Fitted


Taken up


Take�
Belt of Truth


Breastplate of Righteousness


Gospel of Peace


Shield of Faith


Helmet of Salvation


Sword of the Spirit�
�






Pray!


On all occasions


Be alert


Keep on praying


Pray for Paul
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