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Scuba diving is a safe and enjoyable sport, but on rare occasions injuries do happen. Providing 
oxygen is the primary first aid action for scuba diving injuries when they occur.

Recognizing and responding to dive-related injuries is the first aid provider’s role. There are no 
medical contraindications for providing emergency oxygen to an injured scuba diver, so always 
provide the highest-possible concentration of oxygen for as long as possible or until a higher level 
of medical care is available.

Remember, an injured diver’s condition can change rapidly, so never leave him or her alone or 
unattended except to call for assistance. Maintain both your CPR and Oxygen Provider skills 
to ensure you are prepared to handle an emergency should one occur. In the unlikely event a 
diver becomes injured or shows signs of decompression illness, initiate emergency oxygen care, 
activate emergency medical services and/or transport him or her to the nearest medical facility. 
Contact DAN at +1 (919) 684-9111 after activating local EMS.

As a final note, remember:

•	 Use oxygen only in well-ventilated areas.

•	 Extinguish all burning materials before using oxygen.

•	 Never combine oxygen and flammables, such as petroleum products.

•	 Treat the injured diver and his or her family and friends with respect.

•	 Act in a decisive manner, and perform to the best of your abilities according to your knowledge 
	 and skill level.
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