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The Fruits of the Spirit

« Inthe Fourth Part of our SPiritual Wartare series, we covered the works of the flesh

ancl how theg map to lawlessness:

s https://od ysee.com/@FirstruitsMi nistries:b/SpiritualWarfarePt4:3

B

+ Now we're stuclging the works of the SPirit and how theg map to righteousness.
Speaking about His clisciples) Yeshua said ‘you shall know them by their fruit,” and
Paul writes that “the Fruit of the SPirit s Love, Joy, Feace, Patience, Kindness.

Goodness, ':aithgulness, Gentleness and Self~-Control ”

* Dig-in with us for this multi-part series to learn what these “fruits of the Spirit”

ac:tua“g look like and how to aPP|9 the lessons learned to our lives.

o The several parts of the series will be available at: https:// o&gsee.com[
@FirstFruitsMinistries:b /Fru its-of-the-Spirit:a

Z



https://odysee.com/@FirstFruitsMinistries:b/SpiritualWarfarePt4:3?r=9ypfLxS8JHoDSxUYyvhC3XWRJzzafuui
https://odysee.com/@FirstFruitsMinistries:b/Fruits-of-the-Spirit:a
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The SPirit of Faithtulness
Z’RUH' QIZ THEJSP“SH’ o In this Bible Studg, we're going to

take a rea”g close look at what it

G ‘-‘=.
ove, é*“' S means to “walk in the Spirit” of
Yo M faithfulness.
oeadce,
parience, o The Greek word used in this verse
Kindness, [ L ihE. v S e
qoodness, or “raitnrulness” is “pistis
taithrulness, ® o (nioTIQ).
gentleness, &
and selt-control Goalatians 5:22-23 o The Hebrew word for “faithfulness’

's “emunah’” (NINN).
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Greek Words for the E‘nglisn ‘Faithfulness’
(In Galatians 5:22, “Pistis” is the Noted Fruit of the Spirit)

* Strong’s Gk. 4102, nloTig (pistis) —noun: faith, faithfulness, belief, trust, with : ’ » b) In reference to Christ, “Pistis” denotes “a strong and
an implication that actions based on that trust may follow; “the faith” often b welcome conviction or belief that Yeshua is the Messiah,
refers to the Christian system of belief and lhces’cgle; faith, assurance, belief; 5 i through WhomWeebtal eternal salvatight m the kingdom S
believe; fidelity. f God.” Since faith is a power that seizes upon the soul, one
® BELPS Word -—studies: 4102 Pistis (From %082 /P LA 5, C(P =g A e, [ 1 who glelcls himself to it is said to have obedience rendered to

Persuacled”) — Properlg, Persuasion (be Persuaclecl, come to trust); faith. Faith, sPringing 1Crom Faith (ancl availing) to (arouse) Faith (in

those who as 3et have it not). To Proclaim the glacl ticlings of
o NOTE: The balance of the HELPS entrg of “Pistis” uses a Calvinist

clescription of “faith” that | stronglg clisagree with—in fact, rd call it

faith in Christ. Instruction concerning the necessitg of faith. In

an ethica sense, Persuasion or conviction (Wnic]’w sPrings from

heretical. It seemingly confuses ¢ aGas which is a free gift from God, e , , ,
&Y & 5 faith in Christ as the sole author of salvation. Concernlng

with “Faitn)” which is a decision we make througn our own free will to

things lawful for a clisciple of Yeshua.

trust in God and all of His ways, and to follow after Messiah’s example.

HELPS Word-studies is therefore not a goocl reference on this topic. : { * ¢) Universal y, the religious belief of Christians. In the sense of Q
B a mere acknowleclgment of divine tnings and of the claims of
Cnristianity. Ob'ectivelg, the substance of Christian faith or

J ’, ’ ’, ’,
what is believed DY Christians. “The form in which the truth (as
the substance of rigl')t doctrine) is subjectivelg aPProPriated.”

* Tnager’s Greek Lexicon has an extremelg accurate and thorougn definition

of “l:)istis,” which means faith and faithfulness:

» 1) conviction of the truth of angtning; belief. In the New Testament, a

conviction or belief respecting man's relationsnil:) to God and divine

tnings, genera”g with the included idea of trust and nolg fervor born of . Cl) Wi’th ’Ehé Preclominant idea OlC trust (or COﬂﬁClCﬂCC) Whé’thér
faith and conjoined with it. - in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same.
» a) when it relates to God, “Pistis” is “the conviction that God exists : * 2) l:iclelitg) gaith{:ulness, e., the character of one who can be
and is the creator and ruler of all thingsj the Provicler and bestower j— relied on (as used in our verse Galatians 5:22), of one who keeps

of eternal salvation tnrougn Christ.” hig PromiSCS.



Related Greek Worcls to the Engllsh ‘Falthgulness

0 Strongs G|< ‘HO§ THOTOC; (Plstos) ~—-—acljectlve Falthlcul ‘, - Derlved From Strongs 5987_ nSleu) (Peltho)——werb to convince, |
| trustworthgj rellable bellevmg, true; Fa;thgu”g) sure. " " Persuacle, to trust in, have confidence i in, be Persuaded, trust and |
bt obcg.

* Thager’s Greek Lexicon:
2 Tha}jer’s Greek Lexicon:

* 1) Trusty, faithful: of person who show themselves faithful in

: : : e
the transactions of business, the execution of commands, ) Active

or the Glischarge of official duties. | * a)to Persuacle: to induce one b}j words to believe, whether

absolutely or in a cause or thing.
. 2) E‘asilg Persuaclecl, believing, conﬁding, trusting: One who J &

trusts in Gods’ Promises, is convinced that Yeshua has been + b) to make friends of, win one’s favor, gain one’s goocl will,
gt RS T ES cleacl; T e N . or to seek to win one, strive to Please one, to conciliate bg
Messiah and the author of salvation. A believer. To do M R

something harmonizing with Christian faith; a faithful work. | j s O)to Persuacle unto; i.e.. move or induce one 59 persuasion

. to do something.
B Strong’s Gk. 4104, 110TOW (Pistoé) —verb: to be convinced O‘F; 5

assured. i » 2) Passive and middle: ‘

© Thager’s Greek Lexicon: : * a) to be Persuacﬂecl; to sutfer oneself to be Persuacleci; to

== be induced to bc—:lieve; to have faith in a thing; to believc—:; to
+ 1) TJo make Faitlncul, render trustworthg. To make ﬁrm) Q" be Persuadecl of a thing concerning a person.

establish.
+ b) To listen to, obeg, 9ie|d to, com Dlg with.

s 2) Passive: To be ﬁrmly Persuaded oﬂ to be assured of.

* 5) Peﬁcect To trust have coquence be confident.
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The Hebrew Old Testament Worcl for ‘Faithfulness’

B Strongs Heb 550 NN (emunah)——moun Faxthpulness

steacﬂmess trustwortlmness truth stabi llty, steaclg,

trulg, VCI‘IIH.

* Brown-Driver-bBriggs: firmness, steadfastness,

ﬁ&eli’tg.

* 1) |itera”9 firmness, steadiness.

* 2) Steadfastness

» %) faithfulness, trust.

s 2) of human conduct: in office, in trust (over),

associated with human character

o b) of adivine a

in his wor|<55 In

tribute; his faithfulness is shown

His commands; in amcﬂiction; it

cannot be forsaken or contradicted ; close|9

associated with the divine mercy, with the divine

and with salvation.

0 Derlvecl 1Crom Strongs Heb 5593 ])’JN (amem)——-vverb To o

nurse, nurture, care 1Cor be a trustee, ]:)e a guarchan to be

nurturec], cared 1Cor) to be fait
established; to believe, trust,

’1Fu|) be trustworthg, be

1ave COI’THCICHCC.

* NOTE: The pronunciation and transliteration of (INN)

“amein” have been corrected in this stuclg to align with

ScriPtural uses of this word. Strorwg’s does not have the

word correc‘cly transliterated.

* Brown-Driver-bBriggs: confirm, support.

* 1) support, nourish; i.e.,

Fosterﬂcather, foster-mother

(nurse); supporters of the door, Pi”ars; faithful (as
ﬁrm, stable), faithful ones, faithfulness.

s 2) made firm, sure, lasting.

» %) confirmed, established, sure.

* 4) to stand firm.

* 5) trust, trustworthg.



Faithfulness As a Fruit: The Law of First Mention (Exodus 17:12)

s “Then Amalek came and Fought against srael at Rel:)hiclim. So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose men for us and g0
out, ﬁght against Amalek. Tomorrow | will station mgsehc on the top of the hill with the statf of God in my hand.’

Joshua did as Moses told him, anc Fougﬂt against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel Pre\/ailed, and when he let his hand clown, Amalek

Prevailecl. But Moses’ hancls were heavy. Tl*xen theg too|< a stone ancl Put it under him, ancl l’ne sat on it; ancl Aaron

and Hur su!:)!:)orted his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steadg (ﬂ;jYJl_;(—~emunah)

until the sun set. So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his People with the ecige of the sword. Then the Lord said to

Moses, ‘Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua) that | will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek

from under heaven.’ Moses built an altar and named it The Lord is My Banner; and he saicl, ‘The Lord has sworn; the

L ord will have war against Amalek from generation to generation.’” (Exodus 17:8-16)

s God is faithful to Israel and helps them to defeat Amalek clespite the fact that the People hacljust denied Him—
“the People thirsted there for water, and the People grumblecl against Moses and said, ‘Whg did you bring us up
out of E‘.ggpt) to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”? (Exodus 17:3).

s Moses led the People back to the Lord. His hands were faithfu |3 raised in Praise until the encl,just as we must be

faithiul to the end. Our hands rel:)resent evergthing we say ana do. Our words and actions must be faithful to

God’s will at all times, or we can face setbacks. Our hearts must be alignecl with our actions, or we will not stand.

7



Further Analgsis of Moses’s Faithfulness in Exodus 17:8-16, Part 1 of 2

s Amalek, adescendant of Esau, attacked Israel Fo”owing Israels grumb iIng against God and Moses in the

Wilderness of Sin because theg could not find water, and theg doubted God’s Provision. We can deduce
that God was testing Israel’s ?aithgulness, since He hacljust brouglnt them over the Sea of Reeds and

showed His awesome power. Ultimatelg) however, Israel was victorious because of the faithful prayers

of Moses, Aaron and Hur, and Amalek receives condemnation for cursing Israel.

* Moses’s hands must be raised in Praise to God in order for Israel to Prevail Fo”owing the People’s anger

and clisl:)ute against the Lord:

* In| Timothg 2:8, Paul writes: ¢l want the men in every Place to pray, liFting up holy hands, without anger
or chsPute.”

o In Psalm el We read: “Litt up your hands to the Hol9 Place and bless Yahweh.”

+ When Moses cannot endure in his Praise and thanksgiving, the Lord remembers the grumbling of Israel

ancljudges the men of war bﬂ the sword.

S “Rejoice alwags; pray without ceasing; in evergtlﬁing gjve thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

8



Further Analgsis of Moses’s Faithfulness in Exodus 17:8-16, Part 2 of 2

+ When Moses endures in his l:)raise and tlﬁaﬂksgiving, Israel Prevails.

s The Lord says, “as|<, and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find, |<ﬂoc|<, and it will be openecl to you.”
(Luke 11:9)

s This aligns with Psalm 91: “A thousand may fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hancl, but it shall

not aPProach you. You will onlg look on with your eyes and see the retaliation against the wicked. For you
have made the Lord) my relcuge, the Most High, your clwe”ing Place. ... Because he has loved Me, | will save
him; | will set him securelg on highj because he has known My name. He will call upon Me, and | will answer
im; | wi be with him in ’crouble; | will rescue him and honor him.” (Psalm 91:.7-9  14-~15)

» Aaron and Hur help encourage Moses, giving him strength to remain steadfast (faithful-emunah—n1mK) in
his Praise of the Lord, Praising the Lord and Praging right bﬂ his side:

. “Though one may be overpowerecl bg another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quicklg

broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:12)

+» “Continue steaclgastlg In prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” (Colossians 4:2)

s “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)
9



To Remain Faithful Is To Think, SPeak and Act In a Way

That Trusts God’s Works, Believes His Promises, and Guards His Commandments

. SPeaking to God, the Psalmist writes: “You have commanded Your testimonies in righteousness and exceeding faithfulness (MY 2 (Psalm 119:1%8)

o “Whoever believes (Pisteuén) that Jesus is the Christ is born of Gocl, and everyone who loves Him who bcgot also loves him who is begotten of Him.

E)g this we know that we love the children of Gocl, when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love of Gocl, that we keep His

commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the Victorg that has

overcome the world—our faith (!:)istis). Who is he who overcomes the worlcl, but he who believes (Pisteuc”m) that Jesus is the Son of God?...” (1

John 5:1-7)

s “l ook at the Proucl! Theg trust in themselves and their lives are crooked. But the righteous will live bg their faithfulness (emunah) to God.”
(Habakkuk 2:4—New Living Translation)

» “For | am not ashamed of the gosl:)el of Chris‘c, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes (Pisteuonti) for the Jew first and
also for the Greek. For in it the riglﬁteousness of God is revealed from faith (Pisteés) to faith (Pistin); as it 1s written, “Thejust shall live 139 faith

(Pisteés) ” For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungoc”iness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in

unrighteousness.” (Romans 1:16-18)
s “Trust in the LORD and do goocl; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness (emunah).” (Psalm 37:3)

» “Now faith/[faithfulness] (Pistis) is the substance [the foundation, the realitg] of things hopecl for, the evidence [that bg which a thing is proven or
tested] of tlﬁings not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

o= LISt be doers of the worcl, and not hearers onlg) cleceivinggourselves.” (James 1:22)

» “Even so faith (Pistis), it it has no works, is dead, being bg itself.” (Uames 2:17)

10



Faithtulness in the Storg of Abraham

* ¢ the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not fear, Abram, | am a shield to yous; your reward shall be very great.” But
Abram said, ‘Lord God, what will You give me, since | am chilc”ess, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Abram also said,
‘Since You have given me no son, one who has been born in my house is my heir. Then beholc‘, the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
“This manwill not be your heir; but one who will come from your own boclg shall be your heir.’ And He took him outside and said, ‘Now

look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ Then he

believed QRNM—amein) in the | ord: and He credited it to him as righteousness.” (Genesis 15:1-6)

» While immedia’celg faithful, we know ]39 reacling the full story how Abraham got some things wrong along the way before God’s Promise
was fulfilled in his life. Not waiting on God, He fathered the child Ishmael when he was 86~3ear5 old with his wife’s servant Hagar, and onlg

much later when he was 100 did God give Abraham Isaac through Sarah as Promisecl. God was faithful to Abraham:

+ “Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had Promised. So Sarah conceived and bore a
son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointe& time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham named his son who was born to himJ

the son whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight clags old, as God had commanded

him. Now Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.” (Genesis 21:1-5)

» Atthis Point, God would test Abraham’s faithfulness and ask him to sacrifice Isaac. Abraham passes the test:

s “Then theg came to the Place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arrangecl the woocl, and bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. And Abraham reached out with his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!?” And he said, ‘Here | am.” He said, ‘Do not reach

out your hand against the 1309, and do not do angthing to him; for now | know that you fear Gocl, since you have not withheld your

son, your on|9 son, from Me.”” (Genesis 22:9-12)

1



God Was Faithful to Abraham and His Descendants

+ The same clag God Promisecl Abraham His son Isaac, God made another Promise to Abraham:

* “Now when the sun was going clown, a cleep sleep fell upon Abram; and beholcl, terror and great darkness fell upon him. Then God said to Abram, ‘Know

for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where theg will be enslaved and oppressecl for four hundred years. But |

will alsojudge the nation whom theg will serve, and afterward theg will come out with many Possessions. As for you, you shall £o to your fathers in

peace; you will be buried at a goocl old age. Then in the fourth generation theg will return here, for the wrongdoing of the Amorite is not yet comPlete.”
(Genesis 15:12-16)

+ This Promise was fulfilled in multiple stages, but here’s some keg snapsl’lots:

* “Now the Lord said to Moses, ‘One more Plague [ will bring on Pharaoh and on ESQPtS after that he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will

assurec“g drive you out from here comple’telg. Speak now so that the DCOPIC hear, that each man is to ask of his neighbor, and each woman of her

neighbor, articles of silver and articles of golcl.’ And the Lord gave the People favor in the sight of the Eggptians.” (Exodus 11:1-3a)

+ “Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for theg had requestecl from the Eggl:)tians articles of silver and articles of golcl, and

clothing; and the Lord had given the People favor in the sight of the Eggptians, so that theg let them have their request. Thus theg Plunclerecl the
Eoyptians.” (Exodus 12:35-36)

—_}

* “So Moses reached out with his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at clagbreak, while the Eggl:)tians were ﬂeeing right into it;
then the Lord overthrew the Eggptians in the midst of the sea. ... But the sons of Israel walked on drg land through the midst of the sea, and the waters
were like a wall to them on their right and on their left. So the Lord saved Israel that clag from the hand of the Eggptians, and Israel saw the Eggptians

dead on the seashore. When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against the E‘ggptians, the Peol:)le feared the Lord, and theg believed
(amein) in the Lord and in His servant Moses.” (Exodus 14:27-31

s “Sothe Lord gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their Fathers, and theg took Possession of it and lived in it. And the Lord gave them

rest on every side, in accordance with evergthing that He had sworn to their Fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood before them; the Lord

handed all their enemies over to them. Not one of the goocl Promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel Failecl; evergthing came to Pass.”

(Joshua 21:4%-45) 12



We Must Be The Children of Abraham, Faithful to God Because He is Faithful to Us

+ While the whole discourse between Yeshua and the unbelieving Jews in John 8:31-59 is Powemcul to identhcy Yeshua as the Messiah, the keg verse for
the purpose of this stuclg IS this) because it defines the fruit of faithfulness:

- “Thc:9 answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Yeshua said to them, “hc\gou were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of
Abraham.” (Uohn 8:39)

* Here are those works of faithfulness described bg two ditferent New Testament writers:

* “Just as Abraham believed Goﬂ and it was credited to him as righteousness Therfncore recognize that it is those who are of faith (pisteés} who

are sons of Abraham. The 5crl|:>ture Foreseemg that God would Jus’m% the Gentiles 139 Falth Preachecl the gosl:)cl beforehand to Abraham
saglng ‘All the nations will be blessed in you. =50 then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham the believer.” (Galatians %:6-9)

* Y 1ral ISTCI Ffanam, wner ne was cailed, ODeEYce OoINg OuUt TO a piace wnic € WAas to receive 17or an inncericance; an C ICT{, NO
By faith (Pisten) Abraham, when h led, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inherit d he left, not

knowing where he was going Bu faith he lived as a stranger in the land of Promise asin a Foreign lancl living in tents with Isaac and Jacob fellow

hexrs of the same l:)rom!se for he was Iookmg for the cxtg which has Foun&atlons whose archxtect and buxlder is God. Bu Falth even Sarah hersel‘g

FCC@!VCC! 8]3 lltﬂ to COHCCIVC cven begoncl the PF’OPCF time O{: l ‘FC since Shé consxderecl Him {:a!th{:Lﬂ WhO hacl DT'OITIISCCl ThCFC‘FOT’C cven From one

man, and one who was as goocl as dead at that there were born descendants who were Just as the stars of heaven In number and as the
innumerable grams of sand along the seashore. All these died in Falth without recelvmg the Promlses but havmg seen and welcomed them from a
clxstance, and havmg confessed that theg were strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such thmgs make it clear that theg are
seeking a country of their own. And indeed if theg had been thinking of that country which theg left, theg would have had oPPortunitg to return.
But as it 1s, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has Preparecl a city

for them. Bg faith A]:)raham, when he was testecl, oftered up |saac, and the one who had received the Promises was oﬂcering up his onlg son; it was

he to whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac your descendants shall be named.’ He considered that God is able to raise People even from the dead,

from which he also received him back as a tﬂPC” (Hebrews 11:8-19)
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Hebrews 11: The ‘Hall of ;“aith/;aith?ulness’ Part1of2

Keep this verse from Hebrews 11:6 in mind as we stuclg the so~ca|lc<:l “Ha | of Faith?ulness” as well as the whole concel:)t of
what it means “to be faithful” to God: “Without faith it is imPossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

Besides Abraham, many men and women of faith (Pistis) are mentioned in Hebrews 11. Read the chapter for the full
context. What follows is from the chapter, a Iong list of examl:)les—-«this “great c oud [throng/ multitude] of witnesses”—

who show that faith is indeed doing; it is action that we take bﬂ our own free will because we believe what God has alreaclg

done and what He still Promises to do. Faith is not Passive; rather, faith is the tﬁoughts, words and actions that prove

somethingtﬂat is unseen, in this case, that these men believe in God’s works and His Promises) and as a result they want to

guarcl themselves accorcling to His commandments. | have underlined all of the actions that amount to faithfulness in the

Fo”owing quocations.

In Hebrews 11, “By faith /faithfulness (PisteD &

s Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, tlnrough which he obtained the testimony that he was rigl’xteous
thoug}a he is dead, he still speaks.”

» “Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence Preparecl an ark for the salvation of his

household...”

. “Jacob, when he was clging) made mention [Prophesiecﬂ of the exodus of the sons of lsrael, and gave orders concerning

his bones.”

14



Hebrews 11: The ‘Hall of Faith/';aithiculness’ Part2 of 2

+ Continuing in Hebrews 11, “‘By faith /faithtulness (Pistei) S

s “Moses ... refused to be called the son of Pharach’s claughterj Choosing rather to endure ill treatment with the

People of God than to enjog the Passing sleasures of sin, consiclering the rel:)roaclﬁ of Christ greater riches than

the treasures of Eggpt. =

o ¢ Helett Ecypt, not ?earing the wrath of the ‘(ing; for he enclurecl, as seeing Him who is unseen.”

—_}

o SR T kep’t the Passover and the sPrinUing of bloocl, so that he who clestrogecl the firstborn would not touch
them.”

e .tl‘weg Passecl tl’]rough the Sea of Reeds as though tl’leg were Passing through clrg land....”

o . thewalls of Jericho ... had been encircled for seven clags,” because God had commanded it, and for this reason

“theg [the walls] fell down.”

+ “Rahab the harlot ... had welcomed the sPies N Peace” and for this reason she “did not Perish along with those who

were disobedient.”

» “...Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah) David and Samuel and the Prophets conquered kingcloms, ipemcormecl

acts of righteousness, obtained Promises, shut the mouth of ons, quenchecl the power of fire, escapecl the eclge of

the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mightg N war, put Foreign armies to Fight.”

15



God is Faithtul and Wants His People to be Faithful

* Inthe song of Moses of Deuteronomy 52, right before he died, Moses explains to Israel that God will alwags be “faithful (hanx)” to
those faithful to Him:

* “Listen, you heavens, and I will speak; and let the earth hear the words of my mouth! May my teaching clriP as the rain, my sPeech
trickle as the dew, as clrol:)lets on the fresh grass, and as the showers on the Vegetation. For | Proclaim the name of the Lord (mn);

ascribe greatness to our God (DON)! The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways arejust; a God ON) of faithfulness (NANK) and
without injustice, righteous ancljust s He.” (Deuteronomg 32:1-4)

s | aterinthe song, Moses explains how God has been faithful:

* “For the Lord’s Portion is His People; Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the howling
wasteland of a wilderness; He encircled him, He cared for him, He guarded him as the BPPIC of His eye. As an eagle stirs up its nest,
and hovers over its young, He s]:)read His wings, He caught them, He carried them on His Pinions. The Lord alone guiclecl him, and
there was no Foreign gocl with him. He had him ride on the high Slaces of the earth, and he ate the Procluce of the field; and He had him
suck honey from the roc‘<) and oil from the ﬂintg roc|<J Curds of the herclj and milk of the ﬂoc|<3 with fat of lambs and rams, the breed
of Bashan, and of goats, with the best of the wheat; and you rank wine of the blood of grapes.” (Deuteronomy 52:9-14)

s Atthe end of clags, John the Revelator exp!ains how the Saints who stand before God’s altar forever will worship God, singing about His
faithfulness:

* Theg sing the song of Moses, the servant of GOCL and the song of the Lamb, saging: ‘Great and marvelous are Your wor|<s, L ord God
Almightg! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorhcg Your name? For You alone are

holg. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Yourjuclgments have been manifested.”” (Revelation 15:3-4)
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The Peoplc—: of God Have Not Always Been Faithful to Him

* Asthe Song of Moses continues, Moses explains that when the People act umcaithgu”y toward God, this angers Him. This is both historg from the

wilderness and Proplﬁesg of the time to come for the People of Israel:

- “Tlﬁeg have acted corruPtlg against Him, theg are not His children, because of their defect; but are a perverse and crooked generation. Is this
what you do to the Lorcl) you foolish and unwise People’? s He not your Father who has Purchasecl 9ou? He has made you and established
you . But Jeshurun [Poe’cic name For lsrael] became Fat and kicke&—-you ha\/e become Fat thick and obstinate——~then he aban&oned God
who macle hlm and rejectecl the Rock of his salvation. Theg made Him dealous with strange gocls with abominations theg Provokecl Him to
anger. Th69 sacrificed to demons who were not God to gocls whom t ey have not known new gocls who came lately, whom your fathers did

not know. You gorgot the Rock who fathered you, and Forgot the God who gave you birth.” (Deuteronomg %2:5-6, 15-18)
* On account of the People’s unfaithfulness, God bringsjucigmentz

s “The Lord saw this and spurne& them because of the Provocation bg His sons and claughters Then He saicl I will hide l\/\9 face from them l

will see what thelr end will be for they are a perverse generatlon sons in whom there IS NO ?alt}nculness Theu ha\/e made Me |ealous Wlth What IS

not God theu have provoked Me to anger WIth thexr lclols S50 | wx” make them Jealous Wltl’l those who are not a People | Wl“ Provoke them to
anger thh goolxsh nation, for a fire has ﬂarecl in Mg anger, and it burns to the lowest Part cnc Sheol and devours the earth wuth its 916!(:1 and
sets on fire the foundations of the mountains.” (Deuteronomg 32:19-27)

» The Lord is merciful. He remains faithful to the unfaithful for His own glorg; to show that His Word is True:

+ “I will add misfortunes to them; | will use up My arrows on them. Theg will be wasted bg Famine) and emaciated bg Plague and a bitter epidemic;
and the teeth of beasts I will send against them, with the venom of crawling things of the dust. Outside the sword will make them childless, and

insicle terror—both young man and Virgirx the nursing child with the man of gray hair. I would have saicl I will wipe them out, | will remove the

mention of their name from humamtu, Had | not feared the provocatxon bu the enemy, that their adversaries woulcl mxs;uclze that theu would
say;, ‘Our hand is ‘mumphant and the | ord has not pemcormecl all this.”’ (Deuteronomy 52 2D /)
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@ ltimatelg, God will be Faithful to Forgive those who turn their hearts to be Faithful to Him

+ “For the Lord will vindicate His People, and will have compassiom on His servants, when He sees that their strength

s gone, and there is none remaining, bond or free. And He will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which theg

took reruge’? Those who ate the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink ogering? | et them rise up

and help you, let them be your l:)rotectionl See now that I, | am He, and there is no gocl besides Me; it is | who put to

death and gjve life. | have wounded and it is | who heal, and there is no one who can save anyone from My hand.

lncleecl, | raise Mg hand to lfuea\/en, and say, as | live Fore\/er, it I have slﬁarpened MH Faslﬁing sworcl, and Mg hand

has taken hold oﬂ'us‘cicej | will return vengeance on Mg adversaries, and | will repay those who hate Me. | will make
My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword will devour ﬂesh, with the blood of the slain and the CaPti\/es, from the

Iong-lﬂaired leaders of the enemy.’ Rejioice, you nations, with His People; for He will avenge the blood of His

servants, and will return vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His land and His peop & (Deuteronomg

52:56-43)

s Thereisa clichotomg toclag between those who serve Him and those who rebel against Him: “This is the message
we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 1f we say

that we have Fe”owship with Him and yet walk in the darlmesssJ we lie and do not Practice the Truth; but if we walk in

the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fe Iowship with one arxother, and the blood of Jesus His Son

cleanses us from all sin. I we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the Truth is not in us. i we

contess our sins, He 1s faithful (Pistos) and righteous, so that He will Forgi\/e us our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness. 1t we say that we have not sinnecl, we make Him a liar and His Word is not in us.” (1 John 1:5-10)
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Moses Warns Israel To Remain Faithful Before His Death) Part1of 2

© “Onlg be careful for Hoursehc and watch over your soul cliligentlg, so that you do
not Forget the things which your eyes have seen and theg do not cle!:)art from your

heart all the &ags of your lhce; but make them known to your sons and your

gran&sons.” (Deuteronom9 4.9)

o Thisis analogous to what we read in Deuteronomy 6:4-9: “Hear, O Israel: The
| ord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the L ord your God with all your
hear’t, with all your soul, and with all your strengtrﬁ. And these words which |
command you toclag shall be in your heart. You shall teach them cliligentlg to your
chilclren) and shall talk of them when you sit In your house, when you walk bﬂ the
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on

your hand) and theg shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them

on the cloorposts of your house and on your gates."”
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Moses Warns Israel Not to CorruPt Themselves With Un?aith?ulness, Part 2 of 2

* He says, we cannot “act corrul:)tly and make any ﬁgure) a representation of male or Female) a
representation of any animal that is on the eartl’w, a representation of any wingecl bird that flies in
tl
t
t

worship them and serve them...” (Deuteronom9 4:16-19a).

ne skg, a representation of anﬂthing that crawls on the ground, or a representation of any fish
1

hat is in the water below the earth. And be careful not to raise your eyes to heaven and look at
1

Ne sun, the moon, and the stars, all the hea\/enlg lights, and allow goursehc to be drawn away and

+ Todo any of these things would be to act with unfaithfulness.

* GOC! 1S ;ealous ‘FOT' our Fasth?ulness as Moses CXPIBH’]S 18 t]"]é SCCOﬂd readmg O‘F t}'lC SCCOI’]C‘

commanclment “You sha” not make For yoursc”: a carvecl image—any | | keness o{: angthmg that IS

in heaven above, or that is in the earth :)eneath or that is in the water under the earth: ; you shall

not bow down to them nor serve them. For |, the |ord your Gocl am a Jealous Gocl VlSltmg the
mlqwtg of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generatlons of those who hate
Me, but showmg mercy to thousancls, to those who love Me and keeP I\/\g commandments.”
(Deuteronomg 5.8-10)
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The Lord Remains Faithful Even When We Fail (Moses Continued 1 of 2)

* Moses also makes it Clear that the | ord |<nows we're going to Fa” away. We're going to act with

inﬁdelitg to our relationship:

+ He says “when you become the father of children and children’s children and have remained long

in the !ancl, and act corru!:)tlg, ... and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God so as

to Provokc—: Him to anger.. > (Deutcronomg 4.25)

s “Persistent unfaithfulness” leads tojuclgment every time, and the Lord makes it clear as He

continues:

* We read such things as, “‘you shall surelg Perish quicklg from the land ... you shall not live long
on it, but will be utterlg destrogecl. The Lord will scatter you among the l:)é:olalf:sJ and you will be
left few in number.. . (Deuteronom9 4.26-28)

o Ezekiel 1412-2% identifies “Famine)” “wild beasts,” a metaphor for evil governments, “the sworcl,”

a metal:)hor for war, and “[:)estilence” as tlﬁejuclgments of God that He will send upon any land,

whether Israel or a Gentile nation, where the People engage in “Persistent unfaithfulness.”
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The Lord Remains Faithful Even When We Fail (Moses Continued 2 of 2)

+ However, the L ord desires repentance and a return to “Faithgulness,” and He alwags leaves the door open for us to

return, because He is faithful:

o “_fromthere you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and

all your soul. When you are in distress and all these things nave come upon you, in the latter clags you will return

to the Lord your God and listen to His voice. For the Lord your God is a comPassionate God; He will not falil you

slels clestrog you nor ?orget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them.? (Deuteronomg 4-:29-%1)

+ Here is the conclusion of the matter. This is how we remain faithful to our faithful God:

s “Therefore know todag, and take it to your hear‘cJ that the Lorcﬂ, He is God in heaven above and on the earth

below; there is no other. So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which | am giving you todag, SO

that it may go well for you and for your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the Lord
your God is giving you for all time.” (Deuteronomg 4:39-4-0)

s Yeshua said in John 1415, “hcgou love me, Keep my commandments.” In John 1615, He identifies these

commandments as the same ones Moses delivered to Israel: “All things that the Father has are Mine...” He

continues from John 1415 through verse 17, if we keep His commandments, He says He will give us “a Helper,” the

“SPiri‘c of Truth.” He will hell:) us in all things in all ways to understand, know and keel:) the commandments so that

WeE Ccan IOVG GOCI ancl lOVG onc another 8” th@ dags OF our liVCS. (JOl’Wﬂ 14’26)
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God Will Test Our Faithfulness, Especia”g After We Fail, Part1of 2

* “'.:“‘..verg commandment which | command you todag you must be careful to observe) that you may live

and multiplg, and 20 in and POsseEsSs the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers. And you shall

remember t]nat the | ord your God led you a | the way these lcortg years In the wilclemess, to humble

you and test you, to know what was in your Hcart, whether you would kee!:) His commandments or

not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hungerj and fed you with manna which you did not know
e
nor did your fathers lmow, that He migl’ﬂ: make you know that man shall not live bg bread alone; but

man |ive5 ]33 every Worcl that Proc:eecls ‘:rom the moutln 01C the f._.orcl. Your garments cllcl not wear out

on you, nor did your foot swell these Fortg years. You should know in your heart that as a man

chastens his s0n, sO the Lord your God chastens you. Therefore you shall keep the commandments

of the Lord your Go&, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. For the Lorc your God is bringiﬂggou

into a goocl lancL a land of brooks of water, of fountains and sPrings, that flow out of Va”eﬂs and
1

r‘

hills; aland of wheat and bar ey, or vines and ﬁg trees and Pomegranates, a land of olive oil and

Honeg; aland in which you wi | eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack notHing; a land

Whose stones are iron ancl out O{: whose hi”s you can clig COpper. When you ha\/e eaten ancl are Fu”

then you slﬁa” bless the | ord your God for the goocl lancl which He has given 5ou.” (Deuteronomg
8:1-10)
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God Will Test Our Faithfulness, Especia”9 After We Fail, Part 2 of 2

s “Therefore we alsoj since we are surrounded ]33 so great a cloud of witnesses [the Torah and the Prophets],

let us lag aside every weiglﬁt and the sin which so easilg ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race

that is set before us, lookmg unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (plsteos) who for the | JOH that

was set bemcore Him enclurecl the Cross, CICSPISlﬂgt”IC shame and has sat down at the rlght hand O{: the throne

O‘F GOCJ For COﬂSICl@F Him Wl"IO CﬂClUI”CCl SUCI’I hOSJEI ltﬂ From sinners agamst HlmSCIIC, lCSJE \l;]OU become wearg

and cliscouragecl N your souls.

You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have

Forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: ‘Mﬂ son, do not despise the chastening of the

Lorcl, nor be cliscouragecl when you are rebuked bﬂ Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges

every son whom He receives.’ It you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there

whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become Partakers, then

you are i”egitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we Paicl

them rcsl:)ect. Shall we not much more reaclily be in subjcction to the Father of SPirits and live? For theg

indeed 1Cor a Few dags chasteﬂed us as seemed !:)est to them ]:)ut He ':or our Proﬁt that we may be Partakers

of His holiness. Now no chastenmg seems to be |oumcul for the present but palmcul ne\/ertheless atterward it

ule ds the peaceable fruit of r:ghteousness to t[jnose who ha\/e been tralnccl ]:)u it. Therefore strcngtlﬂen the

hands Whlch hang down and t
may not be clxslocatecl) but rat

he feeble knees, and make stralght Paths for your Feet, so that what is lame

her be healed.” (Hebrews 12:1-1%)
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The Prophet Hosea Explains God’s Faithfulness Despite His People’s Unfaithfulness
P P P P

s InHosea 1-2, the Lord |ags out a Iengthg meta[:)hor) explaining that Israel has acted like a whoring, unfaithful wite bﬂ worshipl:)ing
Foreign gocls and Forsaking His commandments, but He explains that He will remain faithful and win her back and redeem her,

despite her unfaithfulness.
s In Hosea 3, the Lord asks the Prophet to live out this metaphor to illustrate what Israel is cloing to Him, as He explains:

+ “And the Lord said to me, ‘Go agam love a woman who is loved bu another man and is an aclulteress even as the Lord loves the

children of lsrael though theg turn to other @cls and love cakes of raisins.’ So | bought her for fitteen shekels of silver and a

homer and a lethech o1c barleg. And | said to hc—:rJ “You must dwell as mine for many clags. You shall not l:)lag the whore, or
belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” For the children of Israel shall dwell many clags without king or Prince) without
sacrifice or l:)i”arJ without ephocl or household gocls. Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their Gocl,
and David their king, and theg shall come in fear to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter clags.”

s InHosea 4, the Lord uses Plain words to explain what He means ]:)3 unfaithfulness. Here’s an excerpt:

» "Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no

faithfulness (emunah) or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, Iging, murder, stealing, and

committing aclulterg; theg break all bouncls, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. ... Mg People inquire of a Piece of woocl, and

their Wandng staftf gjives them oracles. For a sl:)irit of whoredom has led them astray, and theg have left their God to l:)lag the
whore. ... Th69 sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn ogerings on the hills, under oak, PoPlar, and terebinth,
because their shade is goocl. Therefore your claughters Plafj the whorq and your brides commit acﬂulterg." (Hosea 4:1-2, 12-13)
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Hosea Condemns Unfaithfulness All Througlﬁout His Prophesg

* Chapters 5-14 continue to Plainl9 state the unfaithfulness of the Tribes of Israel against Gocl, and

how God will bringjuclgment on them for their sin, such as in these examples:

2

“Set the trumpet to your !iPSI One like a vulture is over the house of the L ord, because theg have

transgressecl my covenant and rebelled against my law.” (Hosea 8:1)

“The high Places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be clestrogecl. Thorn and thistle shall grow up

on their altars, and tlﬁeg shall say to the mountains, ‘Cover us,’ and to the hi”s, ‘Fall on us.””
(Hosea 10:8)

“When Israel was a chilcl, | loved him, and out of Eggpt | called my son. The more theg were ca”ecl,

the more tlﬁeg went away; theg |<<-:|:>t sacriﬁcing to the Ba'als and burning ogerings to idols.”
(Hosea 11:1-2)

“And now theg sin more and more, and make for themselves metal images, idols skillxcullg made of

their si

kiss ca

ver, all of them the work of craftsmen. It is said of them) “Those who offer human sacrifice

VES.

the chatf t

1

' There!

fore theg shall be like the morning mist or ike the dew that goes ear|9 away, like

nat swir

s from the threshing floor or like smoke from a window.” (Hosea 13:2-3)
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Hosea Also Prophesies A Call to Repentance and A Promise of Reclemption

* “Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may hea us; he has struck us cJown, and he will bind us

up. After two c:lags he will revive us; on the third clag he will raise us ua,tlﬁat we may live before him.” (Hosea 6:1-2)

» “Sow for gourselves riglﬁteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to seek the

Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon 3ou.” (Hosea 10:12)

s “Yetitwas | who tauglﬁt E’:Phraim to walk; | took them up bg their arms, but theg did not know that I healed them. |
led them with cords of kindness, with the bands of |ove) and | became to them as one who eases the 90|<e on their
jaws, and | bent down to them and fed them.” (Hosea 11:3-4)

s “But!amthe Lord your Goc from the land of Eggl:)t; you know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior. It

was | who knew you in the wi demess, in the land of clroug‘nt;” (Hosea 13:4-5)

s “Return, O lsrael, to the | ord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquitg. Take words with you and

return to the Lord. Say to Him, Take away all iniquitg and receive us graciouslg) that we may present the fruit of
our lips.’” (Hosea 14-:1-2)

o “Jwill heal their apostasg; | will love them Freelg, for my anger has turned from them.” (Hosea 14:4)

» “Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is clisceming let him know them; for the ways of the

| ord are right, and the u!:)rigl’)t walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them.” (Hosea 14-:9)
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God is the Faithful Briclegroom Who Comes to Redeem His Bride

» When Yeshua returned home to Nazareth from his ministry for a visit, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath dag and stood up to read, and
He read Isaiah 61, verse one and Part of verse 2. We read: “He was handed the book of the Prophet Isaiah. And when He had oPenecl the bookJ
He found the Place where it was written: ‘The SPiri’c of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to Preach the gosl:)el to the poor; He
has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to Proelaim m:)ertg to the caPtives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at |ibert3 those who are
OPPressecJ; to Proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord...” Then He closed the book) and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, ‘Toclag this ScriPture is fulfilled in your hearing.’” (Luke
4:16-20)

* |saiah 61:1-2a Prophesies and sums up the Messiah’s first coming completely, which is whg Yeshua stoPPecl reacling where He did. The Prophesg
continues from there; however, and explains what will hal:)l:)en cluring the Messiah’s second coming., The Fo”owing verses tie in very well with Hosea,

which explains thejuclgmen’t that will come on the unfaithful as well as the repentance and reclemPtion otfered to the faithful:

* [saiah 61:2b-7 starts off this way: .. And the clag of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, console those who mourn in Zion, to gve
them beautg for ashes the oil OF JOH for moummg, the garment of Pralse for the SPlﬂt of heavmess that theg may be called trees of
rlghteousness the Plantmg of the Lorcl that He may be glorn(iecl And theg shall rebuild the old ruins, theg shall raise up the former deso ations,
and theg shall rePaxr the ruined cities, the desolations of many generatlons. Strangers shall stand and feed your ﬂocks, and the sons of the

~

Foreigner shall be your Plowmen and your vinedressers. But you shall be named the Priests of the Lordj the9 shall call you the servants of our

God. You shall eat the riches of the Gentilesj and in their glorg you shall boast. Instead OFgour shame you shall have double honor, and instead
of confusion they shall rejoice in their Por’tion. Therefore in their land theg shall possess double; everlastingjoy shall be theirs.”

2 J F‘ma”g, these keg verses finish off the Prophesg in Isaiah 61:10-11: “I will greatlg rejoxce in the Lorcl Mu soul sha” be |ou1cu| In my God For He has

clothecl me thh the Q;arments O1C salvatlon Ele has coverecl me wuth the robe o1C rlg{hteousness as a brldegroom deeks hlmsellc thh ornaments, ancl

as a brxcle adoms hersehC Wlth her |ewe|s For as the earth brmgs Forth its bucl as the garden causes the thmgs that are sown in it to sprmg Forth

so the Lord God will cause rlghteousness and l:)raxse to 5Prlng forth before all the nations.” (lsalah 61:10-~11)
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The Lord Uses Wecﬂcling lmagerg to E':x[:)ress His Faithfulness to His Faithful Servants

* Right before His crucifixion, the Lord used weclcling imagery to explain what He was about to do: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe

in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | goto prepare a Place for you. And

if | £0 and prepare a Place for you, | will come again and receive you to Mgselﬂ that where | am, there you may be also. And where | go you
‘mow) and the way you know.” (John 14:1-4) A briclegroom in Galilee would use similar language with his bride after they had made a covenant
of marriage before going to prepare a Place for his bride that would be built-on to his father’s house.

* During the L ast Passover Seder, Yeshua offered the third Messianic cup of recleml:)tion, saying the Fo”owing) as described in Matthew
26:27-28: “Then He took the cup, and gave ’thanksJ and gave it to them, saging, ‘Drink from it all of you. For this is My blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”” In a Galilean weclcling, a bride would acceptacup of wine from her bridegroom to
signhcg her acceptance of the briciegroom’s marriage Proposal. By accel:)ting the cup and celebrating annua”g “in memory of Him,” as He
commanded us, we enter into a marriage betrothal with the Lord and accept His Promise to return for us. In the meantime, we must get reaclg
for the Weclcling. When it comes to the fourth Seder cup of the FPassover, the “cul:) of the kingclom,” Yeshua says this: “But | say to you, | will not
drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that clag when | drink it new with you In M9 Father’s kingdom” (l\/\atthew 26:29). The final cup IS
reserved for the Weclcling feast itself.

s The marriage supper of the lamb is Prophesiecl in Revelation 19:6-9. and it explains what we ought to be c:loing while we wait for the return of
our bridegroom: “And | lﬁearcl, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mightg thunclerings,

saying, Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! | et us be glacl and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,

and His wife has made herself readg.’ And to her it was grantecl to be arrageci in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous

acts of the saints. Then he said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!””

» Paul makes use of this same wedding imagery, making it clear that the faithful are the bride of Messiah when He comes: “For the husband is
head of the whce, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the bodg.” (Ephesians 5:23)
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Faithfulness Means That We Ouglﬁt to Prel:)are for the Wedcling) Part1of 5

)

“Then the kmzclom of heaven shall be likened to ten \/lrgms who took their lamps and went out to meet the br:degroom Now five of them

were wise, ancl ﬁ\/e were ?oollsh Those who were ?oollsh too|< thelr lamps ancl took no oxl Wxth thc—:m but the wise took o:l 12 thelr vessels

with their |amps But while the brlclegroom was clelagecl theg all slumbered and slePt And at mxclmght a cry was heard: ‘Behold the

brldegroom IS commg, g0 out to meet hxm” Then all those ergms arose ancl trimmed tlﬂelr Iamps Ancl the Foollsh salcl to t]"!C wise, ‘Give us

some oFgour oxl for our laml:)s are gomg out.” But the wise answerecl sagmg, ‘No, |est therc shoulcl not be enough for us and you; butg_

rather to those who se”, and bug for 9ourselves. And while theg went to buyj the brlclegroom came, and those who were reaclg went 1N

with him to the wc-:clcling; and the door was shut. Afterward the other vVIrgins came also, saging, ‘Lord, LorcL open to us!” But he answered
and saidJ ‘Assuredlg, | say to you, | do not know gou.’ Watch there?ore, for you know neither the clag nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming,” (Matthew 25:1-1%)

In order to make sure we have enough oil for our |amps) we first need to understand what the lamPs are, and what the ol (S, and how we

can Purchase it, and how we can Iight our Iamps, and then we can prepare ourselves for the weclcling feast upon our bridegroom’s arrival.

* God’s Commandments are the LamP:
* “Your word is a laml:) to my feet And a light to my Path.” (Psalm 119:105) .
* “For the commandment is a lamP and the law a light; and reProo% of instruction are the way of life..” (Proverbs 6:2%)

* Everyone has the Word of God, but do we read it?

s “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungoc”g, nor stands in the Path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the
scormcul; but his delight is in the law of the Lorcl, and in His law he meditates dag and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2)
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* Do we know Yeshua. Do we follow the Word of God?

» “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glorg, the glorg as of the oniy begotten of the f:atlﬂer) full of
grace and truth.” (Uohn 1:14)

* “A new command | gjve you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another-. By this everyone will know that

you are my GlisciplesJ if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)

» And so we can conclude that the lamp is faith in Yeshua and faithfulness in God’s commandments. Now, how do we fill that lamP with oil?

. “f you love Me, |<eeP My commandments. And | will pray the l:ather, and He will give you another Hell:)er) that He may abide with

you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for

He dwells with you and will be in you. | will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.” (John 14:15-18)

» “However, when He, the Spiri‘t of truth, has come, He will guicle you into all truth; for He will not sPea|< on His own authority, but

whatever He hears He will sPealq and He will tell you things to come.” (Joim 16:1%)

* “Your righteousness IS an everlasting rigiiteousness, and Your law is truth.” (Psalm 11 9:14-2)

» Faithfulness is the action we take on account of our belief in what God has said and done for us and what He still Promises to do.
When we i<eel:> the commandments on account of our faith, the Holg SPirit comes into our lives to heip us, and thus the “fruit of the

SPirit IS Proclucecl.” That fruit; namelg, Faitinculness, is then Pressecl into oil for our lamps.
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* Let’s examine the fruit metaphor a bit more:

s First of all, for the purpose of keeping the Menorah lit continuously in God’s Tabernacle, in Exodus 27:20, we read, “And
you shall command the children of 1srael that they bring you pure oil of Pressecl olives for the |ight, to cause the lamP to

burn continua”g.”

 In Jeremiah 11:15-17, we read that the Lord has called lsrae:lJ “Green Olive ATl love Yy and of goocJ fruit.” However, the

verse continues, “With the noise of a great tumult He has kindled fire on it, and its branches are broken. For the Lord of

hosts, who Plantec you, nas Pronouncecl doom against you for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of

Juclah, which they nave done against themselves to Provoke Me to anger in ogering incense to Baal.”

s In Romans 11:13-24, Paul makes it clear that Gentiles are gragted—-in branches from a “wild olive tree” into the “Green Olive
Tree” that is Israel, and “branches were broken off [so] that [Gentiles] might be graFtecLin. With the “native branches,”
we “became a Partaker of the root and fatness of the olive beee and “the root suPPorts lus].” We can onlg remain a

Part of this olive tree if we “continue in [Gocl’s] goodaness. Otherwise [wel alsowill be cutoff2 Ina Positive sense, the

“natural Dranches” that were cut O{:ic can be graftecl Dac|< In. Being Par‘c cnc the fres clepencls on Wl’we’clﬁer we Procluce

fruit.

» Within the text of Matthew 7:15-20, the Lord advises us in a similar metal:)hor: ‘Every tree that does not bear goocl Fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore bﬂ their fruits you will know them.”
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+ Now, that fruit needs to be Pressecl into pure oil:

» “Then Jesus told his clisciples, I anyone would come after me, let him cleng himself and take up his cross and follow me.

For whoever would save his life will lose it but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”” (Matthew 16:24)

s “Forif you live accorcling to the flesh you will die; but i ]:)9 the SPirit you put to death the deeds of the boclg, you will
live.” (Romans 8:13)

* “We are harcl—-[:)ressecj on every side, yet not crushed; we are Perplexecl, but not in &espair; Persecutecl, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not clestroged—-alwags carrying about in the bo&y the clging of the Lord Jesus, that the life
of Jesus also may be manitested in our boclg.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10)

o “Ibeseech you theref.ore, brethren, bg the mercies of Gocl, that you Present your bodies a living sacriﬁce, holy,

acceptable to Gocl, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world , but be transformed bg the

renewing of your mincL that you may prove what is that goocl and acceptable and Pemcect will of God. For | say, througﬁ
the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more hig]ﬁly than he ought to think) but to

think soberlg, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:1-%)

s The oil of the lamp IS Puriﬁecl as we go through the trials and tribulations of this world, but remain faithful to the Lord

our GOCl ancl His Commanclments ]DH {:O”O‘v\liﬂg tl"lC example O‘F YCS!’"IUB.
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o The Last step is to burn oil in our lamps continuouslg:
» Yeshua warns in Matthew 24:12: “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”

* He warns again: I know your works, your labor) your Patience) and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who
say theg are aPostles and are not, and have found them |iars; and you have Persevered and have Patience, and have labored for Mg name’s

sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you

have fallen: repent and do the first works. or else 1 will come to you quicklg and remove your |amP5tancl from its Place-unless you re!:)ent.”
(Revelation 2:2-5)

» Our first love is God and our love and desire to Please Him must be buming in our hearts. To keep our |amP lit with ol continuouslg, we must be
faithful to our first love, our betrothed, our Messiah Yeshua, by Faith?u”g keeping His commandments. Faithfulness is our unclging commitment

to our bri&cgroom.

* We must have a ﬁerg Passion for our betrothed: “Whatever you clo, work heartilg, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the Wrongcloer will be Paid back for the wrong he has done,

and there is no Partialitg.” (Colossians %.22-25)

» When we are faithful, the oil in our lamPs burns bright: “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do theg
|ight a Iamp and put it under a basket, but on a Iampstancl, and it gjves light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that

theg may see your gooc] works and glorhcg your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)

» This is how we burn the oil in our IamPs continuous!g. Yeshua said to us: “Go therefore and make clisciples of all nations, baPtizing them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holg Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And beholcl) | am with you
alwags, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-21)
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About First Fruits Ministries

» “On behalf of First Fruits Ministries and in humble service to Messiah Yeshua, | am available to helP you learn more
about toclag’s lesson as well as for prayer, for encouragement, or for any other Pursuit you may have in your

relationship with Yeshua.” — Andrew J. Manuse, pastor

» First Fruits Ministries is a Judeo-Christian Messianic Ministry that meets every Saturclag from10 a.m. to 4 p-m. at 60
E)aileg Ave. In Manches‘t@r, N.H. Each week, we hold an in-house service from 10 a.m.-noon, we live-stream Corner
Fringe Ministries’ service from noon to 2 p-m., and subsequentlg celebrate with Fe”owshi[:) from 2-4 p-m. We hold a
monthlg Bible Stuclg on the last Tuesclag of each month (excel:)t Julg) at 750 p-m. EST. Visit https:/ /irstfruits.cc for

more information.

» Our name, First Fruits Ministries, is based on this Bible Verse: “But now Messiah Yeshua is risen from the dead, and
has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleel:). For since bﬂ man came cleath, bﬂ Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Messiah Yeshua all shall be made alive. But each one in his
own order: Messiah Yeshua the firstfruits, afterward those who are Messiah Yeshua’s at His coming.” (I Corinthians
15:20-2%)

» First Fruits Ministries is an affliate of Corner Fringe Ministries in Coon Ral:)icls, MN. Pastor Andrew J. Manuse is
guiclecl in Messiah Yeshua with cliscipleshil:) under the counsel and leaclershil:) of Corner l:ringe Ministries Pastor
Daniel Joseph.

* Corner Fringe Ministries is based on the Bible Verse: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘In those clags ten men from every
language of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saging, ‘Letus g0 with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”” (Zechariah 8:2%)
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Where the Spirit of the
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