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Tithes to church:   
Lamb of God’s website 

www.lambofgodhainescity.com
–  

go to “ONLINE GIVING,”  Vanco 
App  

(create an account),  
or mail to Lamb of God,  

or drop off during office hours. 

Meet our new Office Administrator... 
Greetings Lamb of God Congregation, 

I am delighted to begin my role at Lamb of God!  A 

little about myself, I was born in Colombia, South 

America. I was raised in the United States since age 

5. I am bilingual and speak, read and write Spanish 

fluently. My background is in project in corporate en-

tities for over 35 years. I live in Polk County since 

2004 and reside in Winter Haven. I am the proud 

wife of a retired US Marine Corps Staff Sgt who 

served 20 years.  I am also, a proud LEO mom as 

both my children serve their community as deputies 

for the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. I have been 

blessed with three beautiful granddaughters who are 

my joy!  On my time off I enjoy my family, my dogs 

and the beach.  I look forward to meeting all of you. 

My scheduled hours are Monday, Tuesday & Thurs-

day 8am-4pm. 

Blessings, 

Lissette Sojo 

 

 

 

Pastors’ Office Hours 

Pastor Berner 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 AM —Noon 

Pastor Izzy 

Tuesdays 9AM-12:30PM 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
A Special Note from the Music Director  
 
 

Hello Lamb of God Family, 
 
I can not express how blessed I am to have received such a warm welcome 
from all of you. I am also thrilled that my new Church family is 
incredibly passionate about music! 
When I was growing up, I had an incredibly special Pre K teacher: Corona 
Kanipe. She is one of the most Christlike individuals that I’ve ever had 
the pleasure of meeting. While she still lives in North Carolina, we 
continue to keep in touch. Her message is simple, yet the most 
influential and powerful- a message that four year old Trevor still 
remembers clearly. She taught me to simply “shine my light”. This always 
reminds me of ELW 677 “This Little Light of Mine”- a song that all of us 
have sung since childhood Sunday school. 
 
Corona and her late husband, Murphy, always worked hard to spread this 
message in all aspects of their lives: to spread their lights of 
positivity and joy into the world. Murphy was a referee for most of my 
elementary school basketball games and shined his light brighter than 
the incredibly bright basketball gym lights! 
Even though I am now grown up and have a family of my own, I continue to 
apply this mindset to how I live out my own life: to go out into the 
world and shine my light- no matter how dark things look! It brings much 
needed light, positivity, and love to those who need it the most! 
 
Do you think that you’d be willing to help shine your lights with me? We 
will be bringing back some fun music ministries back to worship- like 
our Choir! Would you be interested in singing with us? Email me at 
musicdirector@lambofgodhainescity.com to let me know. We are also 
looking forward to bringing back one of Liz’s loving passions and having 
some bells ringing again soon! No experience is needed to join either 
group- we will teach you all that you need to know! 
Rock on- and continue to let your lights shine as bright as the sun…or 
the Son! 
Peace, Love, and Joy in Christ- 
Trevor 

mailto:musicdirector@lambofgodhainescity.com


 

Cápsulas del Corazón por Wanda Bango-Sanchez 

¿Conoces a Dios? Dios te conoce?        

  Somos creación divina de un Dios que por su gran e infinito amor por ti y por mi, mucho 
antes de la edificación y creación del mundo, ya había diseñado un plan de salvación para 
mantenernos unidos a Él eternamente y para siempre. Efesios 1:4.  

  Hermanos(as) el mes de septiembre celebramos el mes de la Biblia. ¿Y porque el mes de  
septiembre? Para nosotros los cristianos evangélicos protestantes, recordamos que un 26 
de septiembre del 1569 en Suiza, se terminó de imprimir la primera Biblia conocida como la 
“Biblia del Oso” (llamada así por la ilustración de su portada) traducida en español por Ca-
siodoro de Reina. La Biblia ha sido uno de los libros mas reproducidos y leídos en toda la 
historia de la humanidad, de acuerdo a expertos. La Biblia traducida por Casiodoro de Reina 
y revisada por Cipriano de Valera dan al inicio de la mayor circulación de Biblias en el mun-
do de habla hispana y la mas apreciada por las iglesias protestantes y evangélicas la  

Biblia Reina-Valera. 

  Sabemos y reconocemos la importancia de la lectura de la Biblia en nuestra vida espiritual, 
pero preguntémoslo ¿realmente soy una fiel seguidora de Cristo alimentándome de su pa-
labra diariamente o al menos 3 a 4 veces por semana? ¿puedo decir que conozco las escri-
turas? ¿estoy lista y segura del plan de salvación en mi propia vida? Cuando vienen estas 
preguntas a mi mente, pienso en la Parábola de las Diez Vírgenes en el evangelio de  

Mateo 25:1-13. 

 ¿Que es una parábola? Es una historia de la vida cotidiana que Jesús contó para poder ex-
plicar las grandes verdades del Reino de Dios. En su técnica de enseñar a su pueblo, Jesús 
prefirió utilizar esta técnica para enseñar sus mas profundas enseñanzas con el propósito de 
llegar a la gente pobre, gente sencilla y común que no eran filósofos o grandes educados. 
Eran historias de la vida cotidiana de la gente común. En esta parábola se describe el evento 
mas querido de un pueblo, una Boda en la que todo el pueblo participaba de la celebración. 
En la costumbre, si la novia vivía en un pueblo y el novio en otro pueblo, la costumbre era el 
novio salir con todos sus invitados a celebrar la boda en el pueblo de la novia. Se iniciaba un 
Comité de Recepcion que recibiría a toda la comitiva del novio el cual desconocía exacta-
mente donde se realizaría el evento. Entonces surgen las diez vírgenes o jovencitas, niñas 
encargadas de recibir al novio y dirigirlos hasta el lugar de la Boda. (Lee mateo 25:1-13). De 
las 10 vírgenes, se cuenta de 5 prudentes y 5 insensatas. Las 10 llevan lámparas de aceite 
para iluminar el camino de la comitiva; 5, las prudentes, llevan un potecito adicional de 
aceite por si se quedan sin aceite y las otras 5 no.     



 

 Cuando en las afueras del pueblo donde quedan dormidas las diez vírgenes en espera de la 
Comitiva muy de noche, se eleva una voz alta anunciando la llegada del novio. Entonces las 
10 vírgenes despiertan a arreglarse y a elevar sus lámparas para iluminar el camino y ya casi 
no les queda aceite en las lámparas de las insensatas. Las 5 vírgenes insensatas le piden 
aceite a las insensatas y estas se niegan             

 

 porque temen todas se queden sin aceite y les dicen que vayan a buscar aceite extra y es-
tas así lo hacen. Al llegar el novio al pueblo, las cinco vírgenes sensatas le hacen comitiva al 
novio y entran al salón de la celebración y el novio cierra la puerta. Las 5 vírgenes insensa-
tas (o no preparadas) al llegar tocan la puerta para entrar... 

 11 Después vinieron también las otras vírgenes, diciendo: Señor, señor, ábrenos! 12 mas 
él, respondiendo diciendo, dijo: De cierto os digo, que no os conozco 13 Velad, pues, por-
que no sabéis el día ni la hora en que el hijo de Hombre ha de venir”.  

  En la interpretación de esta parábola sabemos que las lámparas simbolizan la Biblia, el 
aceite es el Espíritu Santo, el novio es Dios y las vírgenes somos tu y yo. ¿Tienes tu lámpara 
encendida con aceite? Si estas listo e instruyéndote en la Palabra aclamando al Espíritu 
Santo para que te ilumine durante su lectura, serás como las vírgenes sensatas y serás bien-
venido a las bodas del Cordero (el Plan de Salvación). Entonces tienes una relación intima 
con Dios, el te conoce y tu lo conocerás y Él cada día te guiara mas para seguir sus caminos. 
Pero si eres del grupo de las vírgenes insensatas en las cuales solo usas la Biblia ocasional-
mente y solo la lees cuando acudes los Domingos a la Iglesia; entonces tu dirección en la 
vida no será de la mejor como Dios quiere para ti; el Señor lo compara con las que se que-
daron afuera. Jesús recalca Velad, pues, porque no sabéis el día ni la hora en que el hijo 
del Hombre a de venir. 

  Especialmente en este mes de la Biblia, tu iglesia te invita a traer tu Biblia a la iglesia, te 
exhortamos a participar activamente de nuestros grupos bíblicos y te invito a sacar diaria-
mente de tu agenda tiempo para leerla. Es un mandato de Nuestro Padre Celestial y ya ve-
ras como tu y tu casa se llenarán de bendiciones y oportunidades de bendición día a día. 

Oremos: Amantísimo Padre Celestial, mis tiempos son tuyos y mi amor por ti es inmenso. 
Ayúdame a poner mis planes y prioridades en ti y en tu Palabra para que la lectura de la Bi-
blia con tu Espíritu Santo, sea la lámpara que ilumine mi vida día a día. Por los méritos de 
Jesús te lo suplico.  

Amén 

 



 

               Do you know God? Does God know you? 

 

 We are the divine creation of a God who, due to his great and infinite love for you and me, 

long before the building and creation of the world, had already designed a plan of salvation to 

keep us united with him eternally and forever. Ephesians 1:4. 

  Brothers and sisters, in September we celebrate the month of the Bible. And why the month 

of September? For us Protestant evangelical Christians, we remember that on September 26, 

1569 in Switzerland, the first Bible known as the "Bear Bible" (so called because of the illus-

tration on its cover) translated into Spanish by Casiodoro de Reina was finished printing. The 

Bible has been one of the most reproduced and read books in the entire history of mankind, 

according to experts. The Bible translated by Casiodoro de Reina and revised by Cipriano de 

Valera give the beginning of the largest circulation of Bibles in the Spanish-speaking world 

and the most appreciated by the Protestant and Evangelical churches, the Reina-Valera Bible. 

  We know and recognize the importance of reading the Bible in our spiritual life, but let's ask 

ourselves, am I really a faithful follower of Christ feeding on His word daily or at least 3 to 4 

times a week? May I say that I know the scriptures? Am I ready and sure of the plan of salva-

tion in my own life? When these questions come to mind, I think of the Parable of the Ten Vir-

gins in the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13. 

  What is a parable? It is a story of everyday life that Jesus told in order to explain the great 

truths of the Kingdom of God. In His technique of teaching His people, Jesus preferred to use 

this technique to teach His deepest teachings with the purpose of reaching poor people, sim-

ple and common people who were not philosophers or highly educated. They were stories of 

the daily life of ordinary people. This parable describes the most beloved event of a town, a 

wedding in which the whole town participated in the celebration. In the custom, if the bride 

lived in one town and the groom in another town, the custom was for the groom to go out 

with all his guests to celebrate the wedding in the bride's town. A Reception Committee was 

started that would receive the entire entourage of the groom, who did not know exactly whe-

re the event would take place. Then the ten virgins or young girls emerge, girls in charge of 

receiving the groom and directing them to the place of the Wedding. (Read Matthew 25:1-

13). Of the 10 virgins, there are 5 wise and 5 foolish. The 10 carry oil lamps to illuminate the 

path of the entourage; 5, the prudent ones, carry an extra pot of oil in case they run out of oil 

and the other 5 do not. When on the outskirts of the town where the ten virgins fall asleep 

waiting for the Entourage very late at night, a loud voice is raised announcing the arrival of 

the groom.  

Snippets from the Heart by Wanda Bango-Sanchez 



 

Then the 10 virgins wake up to get ready and raise their lamps to light the way and there is 

almost no oil left in the lamps of the foolish. The 5 foolish virgins ask the sensible ones for 

oil and they refuse because they are all afraid they will run out of oil and they tell them to 

go look for extra oil and they do so. When the groom arrives in town, the five sensible vir-

gins make an entourage to the groom and enter the hall of the celebration and the groom 

closes the door. The 5 foolish (or unprepared) virgins knock on the door to enter... 

 11 Then the other virgins also came, saying: Lord, Lord, open for us! 12 But he answered 

and said, Truly I say to you, I do not know you. 13 Watch therefore, for you do not know the 

day or the hour that the Son of Man is to come.” 

  In the interpretation of this parable we know that the lamps symbolize the Bible, the oil is 

the Holy Spirit, the groom is God and the virgins are you and me. Do you have your lamp lit 

with oil? If you are ready and instructing yourself in the Word acclaiming the Holy Spirit to 

enlighten you during its reading, you will be like the wise virgins and you will be welcomed 

to the wedding of the Lamb (the Plan of Salvation). Then you have an intimate relationship 

with God, He knows you and you will know Him and every day He will guide you more to fo-

llow His ways. But if you are from the group of foolish virgins in which you only use the Bible 

occasionally and only read it when you go to church on Sundays; then your direction in life 

will not be the best as God wants for you; the Lord compares it to those who stayed outside. 

Jesus emphasizes Watch therefore, because you do not know the day or the hour in which 

the Son of Man is to come. 

   Especially in this month of the Bible, your church invites you to bring your Bible to church, 

we encourage you to actively participate in our Bible groups and I invite you to take daily 

mind of your agenda time to read it. It is a mandate from Our Heavenly Father and you will 

see how you and your house will be filled with blessings and blessing opportunities day by 

day. 

 Let us pray: Loving Heavenly Father, my times are yours and my love for you is immense. 

Help me to put my plans and priorities in you and in your Word so that reading the Bible 

with your Holy Spirit is the lamp that illuminates my life day by day. By the merits of Jesus I 

beg you.  

Amen 



 

by Bill Quinlan, Church Council Member 

 

Your Church Council’s Education Steering Committee plans to forward to your 

Church Council soon a set of recommendations on what education programs and 

activities it believes Lamb of God should resume or initiate. As you know, all such 

programs and activities were suspended as a result of the co-vid pandemic, and a 

few of them since have been resumed. 

Those of you who attended services in English on recent Sundays heard Pam 

Thomas-Endy, Phyllis White and/or me discuss this issue. Those of you who 

attended services in Spanish recently heard Pam and me discuss the same issue. 

In addition, some of you have completed the questionnaire the Council’s Steering 

Committee created and disseminated in English and in Spanish, soliciting your 

views on this subject. It still is not too late to make your views known by con-

tacting Pam, Phyllis or me. 

Our telephone numbers and email addresses are available at the Church office 

from Lissette Sojo, our new administrative assistant. You might also want to take 

that opportunity to say hello to Lissette and welcome her as the newest member 

of our Church staff. 

Lissette’s predecessor, Evelyn Brewer, will continue to help out in the Sound Room 

for a while even though she has taken a new job closer to her home. That is so 

typical of Evelyn and her generous spirit. We will miss her! 

What’s New in Education 



 

 

A very warm welcome to our new congregation members 
Trevor, Dana & Cooper Kyro, Marvin & Kathleen Man-
ninen, Luanne Smith, Lamar & Rita Grafft and Jolynn 
Kuhlman.  Also, our new staff member Lissette Sojo.  
Please join us after worship Sunday, September 11 for a 
Meet and Greet Coffee Hour.  



 

LIBRARY NEWS 

A heart-felt  thank you to all our members who have donated books and videos to 
the library.  They are nice additions and have been shelved with all our other items.  
The two new bookcases are now set up and this gives us a full wall of shelving 
which showcases our many books, etc.!  

Beginning the weekend of August 27 & 28 there will be a Library Display set up in 
the narthex.  On it will be interesting books, including Bibles, research books, study 
guides, devotionals and  videos.  We will also have pictures of Lamb of God when it 
was being built.  Come check it out!   

If you would  like to check out an item, use the check-out sheet un the library.  We 
will use the “honor system” and expect you to return the book or video as soon as 
you are finished with it.   

Gladys Hunt 

Quilters Guild 

School has started and most of us have returned to a somewhat 

normal routine. This summer has been very productive for the quilters with 

anywhere from 6 to 8 quilters present on most quilting days. 

We received a thank you note from Pastor Harold and Liz Heidegger for the 

mission quilt we gave them on their departure from Lamb of God. We remember 

fondly the time Pastor Harold spent tying quilts with the quilters after he retired 

from Disney, both he and Liz were great supports of the quilters here at Lamb of 

God. 

Please come and join our quilters who meet twice a month, the first Wednesday 

(September 7) and the third Thursday (September 15) from 9:00 – 12:00 (noon). 

We offer on-the-job training. “We say if you can tie a knot then you can quilt.” 

If you have any questions please contact the church office of Laverne Tillson at 

863-326-6018. 



 



 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

House Blest 1pm 

3 

4 

 

5 6 7 

Quilters 9am 

8 9 10  

Ladies Meeting 

Lamb of God & 

Cordero de Dios 

10am 

11 

New Member 

Welcome  

12 

Crafters Group 

7pm 

13 

Joint Council /

Steering Commit-

tee Meeting 6pm 

14 15 

Council Meeting 

9am 

Quilters 9am 

16 

House Blest 1pm 

17 

18 19 20 Education 

Mtg 9:30am 

Valley Medical 

Food Drive 

11:30am 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 
Crafters Group 

7pm 

27 28 29 30 

House Blest 1pm 

 

Labor Day  

Office   

Closed  

September 2022 

Weekly Sunday Schedule  

Adult Sunday School 

8:45-9:45Am 

In Worship Service 10 AM 

Servicio en Español 

12:30 PM 



 

 



 



 

Academia 
Ecumenica 
de Liderazgo  

 

La Academia Ecumenica de Liderazgo se reincorporaran con sus 

clases cada Sabado a las 10am en el salon de Koinonia de la ig-

lesia.  Si estas interesadao por favor contacta a el Pastor Izzy 

durante sus horas de oficina que son los Martes de 9am—

12:30pm.  Contacte a la oficina si tiene alguna otra pregunta. 

 

“Ojo por ojo, diente por diente” (Exodo21:23) 

“El dinero es la raiz de todos los males” (1 Timoteo 6:9) 

“Nadie es Profeta en su tierra” (Mateo 13:59) 

“Poner palabras en la boca de otro” (Samuel 14:3) 

“Un leopard no puede cambiar sus manchas”(Jeremias 13:23) 

 



 

Thank you 

for your donations in hon-

or of Kit’s 90th birthday! 

Joyce Hines  

Jacquie Koerber  

Bill & Carmen Quinlan  

Margena Howard  

Birthdays in September 

Congratulations to…  
Best wishes to our members and friends on their special day 

Anniversaries in September 

 9/2 Ruth Bauer 

 9/3 Arlene Lachner 

 9/3 Juan Morales  

 9/6 Joyce Hines  

 9/8 Pastor Berner 

 9/9 Eileen Bennett 

 9/9 Emily Sandretto 

 9/11Louis Klockziem 

 9/12 Phyllis Pasbrig  

 9/16 Diane Hockett 

 9/17 Neil Collins 

 9/17 Lissette Sojo 

 9/16 Kathy Manninen 

 9/19 Laverne Tillson  

 9/20 Nila Eklund  

 9/21 Pastor Izzy 

 9/21 Davina Schneider 

 9/22 Gerald Pasbrig 

 9/23 Alex Sanchez 

 9/25 Pamela Morales  

 9/4 Mike & Jan Riedeman 

 9/11 Bob & Barb Smith  

 9/24 Ken & Judy Lindbergh 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO..... 

Pastor Harold and Liz Heidegger, 

the Women’s and Men’s Groups who made 

donations to cover the cost...we are now 

LIVE Streaming on our YouTube Channel!!!  



 

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal with people whose lives have been dis-

rupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines 

change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  

By Phone: 800-638-3522 Mon. through Fri., 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. CST.  

Online: https://www.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse 

Thank you for contributing to Lutheran World Relief—Ukraine.  Be-

cause of your generous donations we collected $780!  

Your designated fund will be used entirely (100%) to provide support 

for people impacted by conflict in that region. 

Change for Change  

We  believe that  small donations, in aggregate, lead to big outcomes.  Put your spare 

change to good use .  We need paint, supplies and volunteers to help us paint the Fel-

lowship Hall and the hallways.  Want to help?  Contact Carlos Robles. 

Grandparents are a family’s greatest treasure, 

The founders of a loving legacy, the greatest storytellers, 

The keepers of traditions that linger on in cherished 

memory. 

Grandparents are the family’s strong foundation. 

Their very special love sets them apart. 

Through happiness and sorrow, 

through their special love and caring, 

Grandparents keep a family close at heart. 

- Author unknown. 

Happy Grandparents’ Day 

September 11th 



 



 

AUGUST DATES TO HELP OUT ARE: 5 & 19 
WE ARE ALWAYS GRATEFUL  

FOR YOUR MONETARY  
AND FOOD DONATIONS. 

114 S. 2ND STREET, HAINES CITY 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED  

TO MINISTRY? 

The Altar Guild is looking for members from  

both our communities to help.  

 

Pr. Berner is looking for members to join the 

Visitation/Caring/Home Communion Team.  

If interested please speak with Pr. Berner. 

 

The Audio Visual Team is looking for  

members to assist on Sunday mornings.  

 

Prayerfully consider helping out. If you are 

interested in learning more about these  

ministries , please contact Pr. Berner  
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Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
901 Scenic Hwy., Haines City, FL 33844-8597 

Tel: 863.421.2811, www.lambofgodhainescity.com 

Staff:  
Rev. Cheryl L. Berner, Lead Pastor/Interim 

pastor@lambofgodhainescity.com 

Rev. Izzy Bango-Sanchez,  
Associate Pastor/Spanish Development 

Lissette Sojo, Office Administrator  
officemanager@lambofgodhainescity.com 

Trevor Kyro, Music Director 
musicdirector@lambofgodhainescity.com 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:45 am Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am Holy Communion 

11:15 am Children’s Sunday School 

Servicio en Español 
11:00 am Escuela Bíblica 

12:30 pm Servicio con Comunión 

ONLINE WORSHIP: www.lambofgodhainescity.com 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Lamb of God Lutheran Church is to  
lead and inspire God’s people into a growing  
relationship with Jesus. 

Our Vision Statement 
Centered in Jesus Christ and empowered by the  
Holy Spirit, the vision of Lamb of God Lutheran Church  
is to transform and enhance the lives of members,  
neighbors and friends through relevant  
worship and study of God’s Word, and through  
providing Christian service and fellowship opportunities. 

901 Scenic Hwy 

Haines City, FL 33844 


