MOVING FROM

ME-WE

Answering the call to change the world. Together.




Moving from a Moment of Pleasure

to a Lifetime of Purpose.

Read: Colossians 1:9-10

Your deepest pleasure was intended to be
connected to your highest purpose.

In a world that teaches us that our feelings, satisfaction,
ambitions, and goals should be self-centered and
self-serving, it is not unusual that we consider our
resources as tools to accommodate personal wants.
Our culture teaches that securing such things will lead
to being known, ‘liked,; and recognized by those around
us. But if you take a deeper dive into why we adopt
these concepts, we discover our true aim: significance.

We soon realize that we want to be valuable and matter
to the world around us. We don't desire to arrive at the
end of our human lives only to realize that the world will
not miss us when we depart. We want to know that we
not only acquired tangible possessions but we made
deposits in the lives of others that will long beyond
ourselves.

Such an ending requires a change in how we manage
our moments. As one writer stated, “We must move
from looking in the mirror to looking out the window.'
We must make others the heroes of our story by
considering how their lives are better because we show
up. It begins with choosing to live to fulfill our
God-given purpose instead of only pursuing our
self-indulgent pleasures. Today, | challenge you to
consider how you spend your time, energy, and money.
Have you been placing your purpose on ‘pause’ to
pursue momentary pleasures or are you choosing to
find your greatest pleasure in pursuing your God-given
purpose?

SEFLECTION

How can you bless someone else with some of the

resources you would normally spend on yourself? How
much impact would you make on the world 1 year from
now? 5 years? 25 years?
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You are called to make an impact that

will change the world.

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:12

Whose prayer of thanksgiving has your name
attached to it?

Our lives make ripples in the stories of those around
us. Whether or not we know it, we influence and
impact the world each day. In most cases, we are
unaware of how our conversation with a cashier in the
grocery store, our nod at a stranger, or our gentle
reminder to a child with loose shoelaces can transform
a person’s life years later. Labeled the "Butterfly
Effect,’ which reminds us that a small occurrence can
considerably impact a much grander system.

How many lives did you unknowingly impact last
week? Some researchers suggest that the average
person will meet 80,000 people in their lifetime. That
means that your path has been God-ordained to
encounter tens of thousands of people directly and
millions (if not billions) of people indirectly. Can you
see God's plan for you? The LORD has structured your
social space to CHANGE THE WORLD.

The only question that exists is whether or not you are
being intentional in those moments. Imagine how
many families and communities could be transformed
by you if you became chose to serve others and give
selflessly to each person. How many more prayers of
gratitude would bombard the throne of heaven each
moment? | challenge you to increase the prayers of
gratitude each week through making the most of each
encounter.

SEFLECTION

Live to birth stories of gratitude in the hearts of the
people you will meet today.
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Their ministry is in your hands.

Read: Philippians 4:18-19

There are only two conclusions for what we possess:
it will be a seed or a harvest.

It was an unusual moment. Peter is invited by Jesus to
launch into the deep to catch fish after a disappointing
night of fruitless working. By faith, he accepts the invitation,
pushes back from the shore, and sails into deeper water. To
his amazement, he lowers his nets and it becomes filled
with more fish than he could hold in his boat! At that
moment, he does something remarkable. He calls to
another company his friends James and John owned and
fills their boat with the remaining fish.

Why is this such an important lesson on giving? You see,
both companies had a bad fishing night. When Jesus shows
up, he sees both boats empty. However, he places the fish
for both under Peter’s stewardship. Peter chooses to save
his company AND assist the others with having a high-yield
moment that would increase their ability to feed their
families and the families of others.

Like Peter, the Philippian church used their resources to do
the same thing for Paul's ministry. Realizing that their
resources could be the difference between souls not being
reached and successful ministry assignments, they
decided to give the ‘seed’ of their resources to facilitate the
‘harvest’ of ministry work. Paul reminds them that not only
had he take notice of the gifts, but God would take notice
and bless them accordingly. Where there is no verse 18,
there will be no verse 19.

Today, | challenge you to consider how your God-entrusted
resources may be the difference between a life being
radically changed and remaining unimp. Jesus gives you
resources with another ‘boat’ in mind. Will you let them
know that you are ready to share or will you allow them to
miss the ministry you have been gifted to support. Are you
cutting off your blessing as you choose to not be a
blessing?

REFLECTION

How would your prayer and giving change if you knew that

the LORD gave your surplus with someone else's ministry
in mind?
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What happens when we say

“Yes" to giving?

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:7-8

Godly giving is not an expense; it is an eternal
investment.

| will never forget the rule someone gave me when |
began gardening. It went like this: “Every apple seed
has an orchard within it, but only if you are willing to
invest it in the soil’ The person who shared the saying
was trying to give me perspective on how potent the
seeds were and how much they could produce if
properly placed and managed. However, on the surface,
it would appear that | was losing the seed. The overall
principle was this, “Some things will never reach their
full potential until they leave your hand.’

Paul uses this same analogy when he teaches the
Corinthian church concerning giving. He reminds them
that their harvest will directly affect their giving level
and demeanor. However, fi they learned to give
cheerfully, they would experience an abundance that
would far outweigh what they sacrificed.

Harvests always exceed the seed(s) sown. When we say
yes to giving, we are opening ourselves to witness the
harvest the LORD brings into our lives. Just like planting
a single tomato seed and reaping dozens of tomatoes,
we position ourselves to witness a harvest that impacts
our lives and shows up in the lives of those who have
received the resources. Today you have a choice: hold
on to the seed or position yourself and those you serve
for a harvest. | challenge you to consider saying “Yes" to
giving and watching what happens.

SEFLECTION

How many harvests have you missed because you

didn’t sow the seed the way the LORD prompted you to
sow it?
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There is greater impact when we

give together!

Read: Ecclesiastes 4:9

When we have move, we do move; when we do
move, we veach more; when we reach move, we
impact more.

Since the beginning of creation, God calls us to operate
according to individualism, He calls us to community.
He calls us to move from desiring attention to developing
a desire to be attentive to others.

As Henry Ford stated, “Coming together is a beginning,
staying together is progress, and working together is
success.’ As the early church teaches us, if we ever get
into one place on one accord, we can experience a
move of God in our midst that will leave us walking,
talking, and working differently.

Considering all you do by yourself, imagine what we can
do together. When we collectively give, the impact is
broadened with more people. When you have more
people, you have more prayers, hands, workers for
ministry, finances, smiles, skills, time, and energy.

That translates into more needs met, mouths fed, jobs
completed, missions done, souls reached, love spread,
homes healed, marriages restored, hearts encouraged,
schools supported, children loved, and ultimately lives
changed. That translates into stronger individuals and
more competent families, which lead to better
communities and a greater world. | challenge you to
place your resources alongside ours and watch how

much we can change this world for Jesus Christ!

SEFLECTION

How is the LORD calling you to join in the great work to
accelerate and expand His reach in the world?
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