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[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“Kids move from one stage to the next without thought or effort. But parents don’t. Parents have to consciously adjust their approach as kids seamlessly transition from one stage to the next.” -Andy and Sandra Stanley



· Discipline Years (0-5 years old)
· Obeys commands when given 
· Exhibits self-control
· Infrequent willful temper tantrums
· Accepts "No" as a final answer
· Grasps that they can control their attitude
· Responds enthusiastically to stories about Jesus & Bible heroes
· Has started memorizing Scripture
· Prays authentically



· Training Years (5-12 years old)
· Has received Jesus as Savior and King
· Understands and has considered baptism
· Reads the Bible on his/her own
· Memorizes Scripture
· Has an emerging work ethic
· Exhibits honesty and integrity
· Treats people graciously and respectfully








· Coaching Years (12-18 years old)
· Understands the why and the how of dealing with temptation
· Establishes a personal commitment to purity
· Knows what he/she is good at
· Is hard working
· Is involved in the community of the church
· Loves hanging out with their family
· Has developed a consistent personal time with God
· Chooses friends wisely

· Friendship Years (18+ years old)
· Has the ability to stand alone
· Consistently protects their own sexual purity
· Understands how to choose a husband or wife
· Knows how to handle money wisely
· Has consistent personal time with God
· Knows how to find key Scripture passages for life's challenges
· Is learning to listen to the Spirit
· Lives missionally and loves the Church
· Understands a Biblical theology of suffering

*These stages and “markers to aim for” are adapted from Phil and Diane Comer’s book, Raising Passionate Jesus Followers, and Andy and Sandra Stanley’s book, Parenting
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